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ABSTRACT
The o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  w e r e  t o  d e t e r m i n e r
1 .  B a c k g r o u n d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  farm  and no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s .
2 .  F a c t o r s  and p e o p l e  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s .
3 .  I n f l u e n c e s  t h a t  c a u s e  s t u d e n t s  t o  c h a n g e  c u r r i c u l a  a f t e r
e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e .
A. O c c u p a t i o n a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s .
The D e s c r i p t i v e  S u r v e y  M e th o d ,  w i t h  t h e  M a i l  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  Tech-  
n i q u e , was  u s e d  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The A2A m ale  r e s p o n d e n t s  ( 1 3 7  
f r e s h m e n ,  178 s o p h o m o r e s  and j u n i o r s ,  109 s e n i o r s )  r e p r e s e n t e d  83 per  
c e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  ( e x c e p t  i n d u s ­
t r i a l  t e c h n o l o g y  and home e c o n o m i c s )  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  
t h e  F a l l  s e m e s t e r  o f  1 9 6 8 - 6 9 .
S t a t i s t i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s  i n c l u d e d  number and p e r  c e n t  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  
and t h e  L h i - s q u a r e  and a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  t e s t s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The 
n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  was a p p l i e d  t o  e a c h  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and was  a c ­
c e p t e d  or  r e j e c t e d  a t  t h e  0 . 0 5  and 0 . 0 1  l e v e l s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e
E i g h t y - o n e  per  c e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  g r a d u a t e d  from L o u i s i a n a  
s c h o o l s  w h i l e  1A per  c e n t  w e r e  from o t h e r  s t a t e s .  F i v e  p e r  c e n t  w ere  
from o u t s i d e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  H a l f  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  r e s p o n d e n t s  were  
f rom  s i x  p a r i s h e s .
S i x t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  had a n o n f a r m  b a c k g r o u n d  and had 
g r a d u a t e d  from a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l a r g e r  s c h o o l  t h a n  t h e  farm  r e s p o n d e n t s .
c i i i
Farm p a r t i c i p a n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  an  
a v e r a g e  o f  2 . 1 3  y e a r s  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  0 . 3 8  y e a r s  f o r  t h e  n o n f a r m  p a r t i c ­
i p a n t s  .
Some c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  farm s t u d e n t s  w e r e :  o v e r  90 pe r  c e n t
w e r e  l e s s  t h a n  23 y e a r s  o l d ;  2 0 . 9  p e r  c e n t  w e r e  m a r r i e d ;  0 . 6  p e r  c e n t  
r e p o r t e d  no p a r e n t a l  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  e d u c a t i o n ;  t h e r e  w e r e  
3 . 4  s i b l i n g s  p e r  s t u d e n t ;  and t h e  f a t h e r s '  mean a n n u a l  g r o s s  income was  
$ 9 , 1 0 0 .  Of t h e  no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s ,  8 6 . 3  p e r  t e n t  w e r e  l e s s  t h a n  23 y e a r s  
o l d ;  1 8 . 3  per  c e n t  w e r e  m a r r i e d ,  2 . 0  p e r  c e n t  i n d i c a t e d  no p a r e n t a l  
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r  L o n t i n u e d  e d u c a t i o n ;  t h e r e  w e r e  3 . 2  s i b l i n g s  p e r  
s t u d e n t ;  and t h e  f a t h e r s '  mean a n n u a l  g r o s s  in c o m e  was  $ 9 , 6 3 0 .  No 
s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  farm  and n o n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  f o r  
t h e  a b o v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .
A p p r o x i m a t e l y  two f i f t h s  o f  t h e  farm p a r t i c i p a n t s  and one  t h i r d  
o f  t h e  nonfarm  y o u t h  had s t u d e n t  j o b s .  A lm o s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  e m p lo y e d  farm  
y o u t h  had j o h s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  w h i l e  a l m o s t  h a l f  o f  th e  
em ploym ent  of  nonfarm  y o u t h  was  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .
P a r e n t a l  a i d  was t h e  m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  f i n a n c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  f r e s h ­
man y e a r ,  t h e r e a f t e r ,  s u p p o r t  from p a r e n t s  d e c r e a s e d  w h i l e  s t u d e n t  j o b s  
and l o a n s  i n c r e a s e d .
Nonfarm s t u d e n t s  w e r e  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h a n  farm  s t u d e n t s  in  
r a t i n g  c u r r i c u l a  i n f l u e n c e s .  S c i e n c e  and v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  were  
t h e  most  i n f l u e n t i a l  h i g h  s c h o o l  c o u r s e s .  More t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  r e ­
s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  i n f l u e n c e d  i n  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s  by p a r e n t s ,  o t h e r  a d u l t s ,  
em p loym e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  and p u b l i c a t i o n s  o n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c a r e e r s  and 
c u r r i c u l a .
ix
T w e n t y - o n e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  u n s u r e  o f  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  
c h o i c e s  a s  f r e s h m e n .  The m a j o r  r e a s o n  f o r  c u r r i c u l a  c h a n g e  was  t h a t  " t h e  
f i r s t  c u r r i c u l u m  was n o t  w h a t  I had  e x p e c t e d . "  The 0 . 8 1 1  a v e r a g e  number  
o f  c u r r i c u l a  c h a n g e s  f o r  n o n f a r m  y o u t h  was  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  
t h e  0 . 4 8 7  a v e r a g e  f o r  farm y o u t h .  T h i r t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  u p p e r c l a s s ­
men b e g a n  c o l l e g e  i n  n o n a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a .
Nonfarm  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w e r e  p r i m a r i l y  e n r o l l e d  i n  f o r e s t r y  and  
p r e - v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e .  A m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  farm  y o u t h  w e r e  e n r o l l e d  
i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u s i n e s s ,  d a i r y  s c i e n c e ,  a n i m a l  s c i e n c e ,  and v o c a t i o n a l  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n .
Most  p o p u l a r  c a r e e r s  p l a n n e d  by u p p e r c l a s s m e n  w e r e :  ( 1 )  f o r e s t r y
and w i l d l i f e ,  and ( 2 )  f a r m i n g .  F reshm en  l i s t e d  t h e s e  c a r e e r s :  ( 1 )
v e t e r i n a r i a n ,  ( 2 )  f o r e s t r y  and w i l d l i f e ,  and ( 3 )  f a r m i n g .  O nly  41 p e r
c e n t  o f  t h e  s e n i o r s  p l a n n e d  t o  work i n  L o u i s i a n a .  G r a d u a t e  s t u d y  was  
p l a n n e d  by 5 7 . 6  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm  y o u t h  and 5 9 . 6  p e r  c e n t  o f  nonfarm  




l n t  roduc  t i o n
P e o p l e  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  f a c e d  w i t h  m a k in g  d e c i s i o n s .  One o f  t h e  
m o st  i m p o r t a n t  d e c i s i o n s  c o n f r o n t i n g  a p e r s o n  i s  h i s  c h o i c e  o f  an o c c u ­
p a t i o n .  G e n e r a l l y  e d u c a t i o n a l  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  made d u r i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l .
The h i g h  s c h o o l  has  had a t r e m e n d o u s  i m p a c t  upon p e o p l e  s i n c e  t h e y  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  become t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a v e n u e  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  
i n  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  A m e r i c a .  P a r e n t s  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  u r g i n g  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  t o  go f u r t h e r  and f u r t h e r  i n  s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e  t o d a y .
A f t e r  d e c i d i n g  t o  a t t e n d  c o l l e g e ,  a p e r s o n  must  make an i m p o r t a n t  
d e c i s i o n  a s  t o  h i s  c h o i c e  o f  c u r r i c u l u m .  The v o c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e  i s  o f t e n  
t h e  f i r s t  i m p o r t a n t  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  w i l l  h a v e  marked e f f e c t s  on l a t e r  
l i f e  and e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l .  A m e r ic a n  y o u t h  h a v e  g r e a t e r  
f r e e d o m  i n  c h o o s i n g  a c u r r i c u l u m  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m u c h - e n l a r g e d  number o f  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t o  c h o o s e  from i n  an i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o m p le x  o c c u p a t i o n a l  
w o r l d .  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  k n o w in g  much more a b o u t  o n e ' s  s e l f  and  
a b o u t  p o s s i b l e  o c c u p a t i o n s  i f  o n e  i s  t o  make s a t i s f y i n g  c h o i c e s .
The r e a l i s t i c  c h o i c e  o f  a v o c a t i o n  i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  w i s e  c a r e e r  
p l a n n i n g .  Many s t u d e n t s  wan der  a i m l e s s l y  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s  
w i t h o u t  o c c u p a t i o n a l  g o a l s  and p l a n n i n g .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  i n d i ­
v i d u a l  c o n c e r n e d  and f o r  s o c i e t y  t h a t  e a c h  p e r s o n  p l a n  f o r  a c a r e e r .  
S o c i e t y  l o s e s  i f  t h e  t a l e n t s  o f  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  a r e  n o t  u t i l i z e d  t o  t h e
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maximum. I t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  e a c h  s t u d e n t  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  him by  c h o o s i n g  w i s e l y  a t  l e a s t  a t e n t a ­
t i v e  c a r e e r  and r e c e i v i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e d u c a t i o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  to  
q u a l i f y  him f o r  a s a t i s f y i n g  and p r o d u c t i v e  l i v e l i h o o d .
S o c i e t y  s o m e t i m e s  p r e s s e s  s t u d e n t s  t o  know what  t h e y  w an t  to  
do v o c a t i o n a l l y .  The p r e s s u r e  s eem s  u n r e a s o n a b l e  when a p p l i e d  to h i g h  
s c h o o l  s e n i o r s  b e c a u s e  many o f  them h a v e  n o t  y e t  l e a r n e d  e n o u g h  a b o u t  
t h e m s e l v e s  o r  a b o u t  o c c u p a t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  make a f i r s t ,  s a t i s f y i n g  
c h o i c e .
W ith  r a r e  e x c e p t i o n s ,  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  s u b j e c t  to  t h e  i n f l u ­
e n c e  o f  f a m i l y ,  s c h o o l  and p e e r  group  i n  m akin g  h i s  v o c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e  
and s u b s e q u e n t  c u r r i c u l u m  o f  s t u d y .  I t  i s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  
t o  p r o v i d e  s t u d e n t s ,  p a r e n t s  , and e d u c a t o r s  w i t h  g r e a t e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  
t h e  v a r i o u s  f a c t o r s  w h ic h  i n f l u e n c e  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s .
B ac k gr ou n d  and Need f o r  t h e  S t u d y
The N a t i o n ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  econom y,  i t s  m e t h o d s  o f  f a r m i n g  and 
the* r e s o u r c e s  r e q u i r e d  t o  f i n a n c e  a farm b u s i n e s s  h a v e  c h a n g e d  t r e m e n ­
d o u s l y  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  c e n t u r v  and e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t w e n t y - f i v e  
y e a r s .
The n a t i o n a l  economy i s  n o t  a s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s i n c e  
o n l y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  l i v e s  on t h e  farm  
new a s  com pared  to  65 p e r  c e n t  i n  I 8 6 0 -  H owever ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  a l l  
i t s  f a c e t s  i s  s t i l l  by f a r  t h e  b i g g e s t  i n d u s t r y  i n  m ost  s o u t h e r n  
s * - = t e s .  It  r e q . i r ' s  a~d demands more p r o f e s s i o n a l  men f o r  i t s  commer­
c i a l  c c m p a n i e s  and more i n d i v i d u a l  o p e r a t o r s  t h a n  any o t h e r .  The num­
b e r  o f  farm w o r k e r s  has  d e c l i n e d  but  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  in
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t h e  number who work  o f f  t h e  farm  In j o b s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  
o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " A g r i - B u s i n e s s . "  The t o t a l  number o f  t r a i n e d  p e r ­
s o n s  n e e d e d  t o  c a r r y  on t h i s  w i d e  a r e a  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  on and o f f  t h e  farm  
i s  c o n s t a n t l y  r i s i n g .
A g r i c u l t u r e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  a s  one  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  a r e a s  o f  e m p l o y ­
m ent  i n  t h e  economy s i n c e  f a r m e r s  w i l l  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  n e e d s  f o r  m a c h i n e ­
r y )  e q u i p m e n t ,  s e r v i c e s  and s u p p l i e s .  I f  c o n s u m e r s '  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  
g r a d e d ,  p r o c e s s e d ,  and p a c k a g e d  farm p r o d u c t s  a r e  t o  be  m e t ,  em ploym ent  
w i l l  e xpand  i n  f i e l d s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .
W i l l  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  m eet  t h i s  demand f o r  w e l l - t r a i n e d  
manpower f o r  t h e  e x p a n d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o f e s s i o n ?  F r e e h  ( 7 8 : 3 )  
i n d i c a t e d  a d e e p  c o n c e r n  by a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t o r s  i n  m e e t i n g  t h i s  n e e d .  
He n o t e d  a d e c r e a s i n g  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  c o l l e g e s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  s i n c e  t h e  
e a r l y  1 9 5 0 * s .  F r e e h  s t a t e s  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t o r s  q u e s t i o n  i f  
t h e s e  y o u t h  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  b u l k  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  man­
p o w e r .  He found  t h a t  " a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e s  i n  A m e r ic a  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  
g r a d u a t i n g  o n l y  e n o u g h  t o  f i l l  one  h a l f  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n s "  ( 7 8 : 3 )  i n  
a g r i c u  t u r a l  p r o f e s s i o n s .
l o n g - r a n g e  r e s e a r c h  program  was p r o p o s e d  by B e n e d i c t  and 
M c G l o t h l i n  ( 1 2 : 2 2 )  i n  a r e p o r t  p r e p a r e d  f o r  an a g r i b u s i n e s s  s u b c om ­
m i t t e e  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Land-G ranc  C o l l e g e s  and U n i v e r ­
s i t i e s .  One o f  t h e  f i v e  a r e a s  l i s t e d  n e e d i n g  s t u d y  was " t h e  v a r i o u s  
f a c t o r s  t h a t  m o t i v a t e  s t u d e n t s  t o  s e l e c t  c a r e e r s . "
A g r e a t e r  a w a r e n e s s  o f  who i s  e n r o l l i n g  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r ­
r i c u l a  and some o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s  
s h o u l d  h e l p  e d u c a t o r s  i n  t h e i r  r o l e  o f  a s s i s t i n g  and i n f o r m i n g  s t u d e n t s .
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T h i s  s t u d y  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e i r  
t e n t a t i v e  v o c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e  and s u b s e q u e n t  c h o i c e  o f  c u r r i c u l u m  i n  p r e ­
p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s .  T h i s  s t u d y  i d e n ­
t i f i e d  and compared some b a c k g r o u n d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
e n r o l l e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  and  d e t e r m i n e d  w h a t  f a c t o r s  t h e y  f e l t  
i n f l u e n c e d  t h e i r  c h o i c e s  o f  c o l l e g e  c u r r i c u l a .
S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  P r o b l e m
T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d e s i g n e d  t o  I d e n t i f y  and  compare  some b a c k ­
g r o u n d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  farm and no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  who e n r o l l  i n  a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  and t o  d e t e r m i n e  f a c t o r s  
t h a t  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  c o l l e g e  c u r r i c u l u m .
D e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  P r o b l e m
The s t u d y  was  d e s i g n e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :
1.  B ac k g r o u n d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  farm  and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s .
2 .  F a c t o r s  and  p e o p l e  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  s t u d e n t s  i n  c h o o s i n g  a 
c u r r i c u l u m .
3 .  I n f l u e n c e s  t h a t  c a u s e  p e r s o n s  t o  c h a n g e  c u r r i c u l a  a f t e r  
e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e .
4 .  O c c u p a t i o n a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n s  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s t u d e n t s .
The s t u d y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  
m a le  s t u d e n t s  who w e r e  e n r o l l e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  a t  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  A c o m p a r i s o n  and a c o n t r a s t  w e r e  made o f  s t u d e n t s  
from a farm  and n o n f a r m  b a c k g r o u n d ,  and  b e t w e e n  t h e  ( 1 )  f r e s h m a n ,  ( 2 )  
sophom or e  and  J u n i o r ,  and  ( 3 )  s e n i o r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s .  The s t u d y  was  
d e s i g n e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i n f l u e n c e s  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  c h o i c e s  o f  c u r r i c u l a  
and w h a t  a f f e c t e d  t h e  l a t e r  c h a n g e s  i n  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s .
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S i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  S t u d y
A g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  t o d a y  a r e  p r e p a r i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  l e a d e r ­
s h i p  i n  a dynam ic  i n d u s t r y .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  e d u c a t o r s  t o  know t h e
b a c k g r o u n d  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  s o  t h a t  
s t u d e n t  n e e d s  may be f u l f i l l e d .  I n f o r m a t i o n  and c o n c l u s i o n s  w e r e  g a i n e d  
from t h i s  s t u d y  w h i c h  may be u s e d  i n  p l a n n i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a .
A g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t o r s  c a n  do a more e f f e c t i v e  j o b  o f  r e c r u i t i n g
w i t h  a  g r e a t e r  a w a r e n e s s  o f  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  p r e s e n t  s t u d e n t s .  The s t u d y
r e v e a l e d  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a s  from w h i c h  p r e s e n t  s t u d e n t s  o r i g i n a t e d  
w h i c h  s h o u l d  be v a l u a b l e  i n  p l a n n i n g  a r e c r u i t i n g  program and makin g  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e .  F a c t o r s  o r  p e r s o n s  
t h a t  i n f l u e n c e d  s t u d e n t s  t o  e n r o l l  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  a r e a s  
w h i c h  may be s t r e s s e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  m e e t  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  d e ­
mand f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p e r s o n n e l .
The i n f o r m a t i o n  and c o n c l u s i o n s  from t h i s  s t u d y  s h o u l d  b e n e f i t  
h i g h  s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e  c o u n s e l o r s  and t e a c h e r s  i n  a d v i s i n g  o r  i n f o r m ­
i n g  s t u d e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  v o c a t i o n s  and t h e  c h o i c e  o f  c u r r i c ­
u l a .  High  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  may f i n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  from t h e  s t u d y  i f  
t h e y  f i n d  t h a t  many o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s u c c e s s f u l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e  
s t u d e n t s  h a v e  v e r y  s i m i l a r  b a c k g r o u n d s .  P r e s e n t  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  may 
b e n e f i t  from t h e  s t u d y  by r e c e i v i n g  r e a s s u r a n c e  o f  t h e  s o u n d n e s s  o f  
t h e i r  p r e s e n t  c u r r i c u l u m  c h o i c e  o r  by r e a s s e s s i n g  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  and  
c h o o s i n g  a n o t h e r  f i e l d  o f  s t u d y .
The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  s h o u l d  p r o v e  v a l u a b l e  f o r  c o u n s e l i n g  
p u r p o s e s ,  f o r  p l a n n i n g  and c o n d u c t i n g  p r ogr am s  d e s i g n e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e  
more s t u d e n t s  t o  a t t e n d  c o l l e g e  a n d / o r  t o  p r o v i d e  them w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n
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a b o u t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  When an  
i n d i v i d u a l  makes  a  r e a l i s t i c  v o c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s  a b i l i t y  
and i n t e r e s t s ,  n o t  o n l y  d o e s  h e  p r o f i t ,  b u t  s o c i e t y  and i n d u s t r y  g a i n  a l s o .
From t h e  p r a c t i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  s h o u l d  be  
o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  e d u c a t o r s  who a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  u s e  o f  
t h e i r  own f a c i l i t i e s  and s t u d e n t  t i m e  and t a l e n t .  With t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  
a  n e e d  f o r  l o n g e r  and l o n g e r  p e r i o d s  o f  f o r m a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  o u r  c o m p le x  
s o c i e t y ,  an e a r l y  and s e c u r e  c h o i c e  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  and o c c u p a t i o n a l  g o a l s  
i s  I m p o r t a n t  b o t h  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and  s o c i e t y .
Limi t a t i o n s
The s t u d y  was  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  in  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  t h e  F a l l  s e m e s t e r  o f  1 9 6 8 - 6 9 :
1. M ale  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  w i t h  
e x c e p t i o n  o f  m a j o r s  i n  I n d u s t r i a l  t e c h n o l o g y  and home e c o n o m i c s .
2 .  M ale  f r e s h m e n  i n  t h e  J u n i o r  D i v i s i o n  who p l a n  t o  e n t e r  t h e  
C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  e x c e p t  i n d u s t r i a l  t e c h n o l o g y  and  
home e c o n o m i c s .
H y p o t h e s e s
Based  on a r e v i e w  o f  r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  and t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  
t h e  a u t h o r ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  h y p o t h e s e s  w e r e  f o r m u l a t e d  and t e s t e d  by 
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n :
1. T h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r  c e n t  o f
s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a farm o r  no n fa r m  b a c k g r o u n d .
2.  B ac k gr ou n d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  farm and no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s
d i f f e r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .
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3 .  P a r e n t a l  a i d  i s  t h e  m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  farm  
and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e .
4 .  At t h e  t im e  o f  c o l l e g e  e n r o l l m e n t ,  t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  d e c i s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  v o c a t i o n a l  p l a n s  o f  farm
and n o n f a r m  y o u t h .
5.  F a c t o r s  and p e r s o n s  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  n o n fa r m  y o u t h  t o  e n r o l l  in  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h o s e  
i n f l u e n c i n g  farm y o u t h .
6 .  Farm and n o n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  h a ’'e s i m i l a r  r e a s o n s  f o r  c h a n g i n g  
c u r r i c u l a .
7 .  Nonfarm s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l  i n  c u r r i c u l a  r e l a t e d  t o  f o o d ,  f o r e s t r y ,  
h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u s i n e s s  more t h a n  farm s t u d e n t s .
8 .  T h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f
farm and no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  who p l a n  g r a d u a t e  s t u d y .
Method o f  R e s e a r c h
A d e s c r i p t i v e  s t u d y  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  m a i l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t e c h n i q u e  was  
t h e  m ethod  o f  r e s e a r c h  u s e d  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .
The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was  d e v e l o p e d  a f t e r  s t u d y i n g  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  and  
p r o c e d u r e s  u s e d  i n  s e c u r i n g  d a t a  f o r  r e l a t e d  s t u d i e s .  V a l i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was a c h i e v e d  by s e c u r i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  from t h r e e  h i g h  
s c h o o l  a g r i c u l t u r e  t e a c h e r s ,  a h i g h  s c h o o l  g u i d a n c e  c o u n s e l o r ,  a h i g h  
s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l ,  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x t e n s i o n  a g e n t ,  a p a r i s h  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
o f  s c h o o l s ,  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  l o a n  o f f i c e r  f o r  a  bank ,  a fo r m e r  n a t i o n a l  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  F u t u r e  Farm ers  o f  A m e r i c a ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y ' s  C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  Dean and D i r e c t o r  o f  R e s i d e n t  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o f e s s o r  a t  S o u t h w e s t e r n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  an o f f i c e r  i n  t h e
L o u i s i a n a  Farm B u r e a u ,  a  f o r m e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t e a c h e r  who i s  p r e s e n t l y  
a u n i v e r s i t y  c o u n s e l o r ,  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o f e s s o r s  f rom  t h r e e  
o t h e r  s t a t e s .  The i n s t r u m e n t  was  t e s t e d  f o r  c l a r i t y  and s t r u c t u r e  by 
a d m i n i s t e r i n g  i t  t o  f i f t e e n  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  who w e r e  e n r o l l e d  i n  A g r i ­
c u l t u r e  1 d u r i n g  summer s c h o o l ,  1 9 6 8 .  The i n s t r u m e n t  was f i n a l l y  r e ­
v i s e d  w i t h  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s '  comments a l o n g  w i t h  s u g g e s t i o n s  from t h e  
a u t h o r ' s  g u i d a n c e  c o m m i t t e e .  The i n s t r u m e n t  was  c o d e d  s o  t h a t  t h e  d a t a  
c o u l d  be  a n a l y z e d  by e l e c t r i c a l  t a b u l a t i n g  e q u i p m e n t .
The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was  d i s t r i b u t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  F a l l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
o f  1 9 6 8 - 6 9  t o  379  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e .  A c o v e r  
l e t t e r  from t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  R e s i d e n t  I n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  
A g r i  c u l t u r e  was g i v e n  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t o  e a c h  s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  
C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  ( e x c e p t  home e c o n o m i c s  and i n d u s t r i a l  t e c h n o l o g y )  
a s  he  b e g a n  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  C o m p l e t e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  w e r e  r e t u r n e d  i n  t h e  
e n c l o s e d  s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  s ta m p e d  e n v e l o p e  by 220 s t u d e n t s .
The 151 s t u d e n t s  who f a i l e d  t o  r e t u r n  a c o m p l e t e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
by t h r e e  w e e k s  a f t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  w e r e  c o n t a c t e d  by t e l e p h o n e  and u r g e d  
t o  c o o p e r a t e  and r e t u r n  t h e  c o m p l e t e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  T h ose  who may have  
m i s p l a c e d  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w e r e  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  s e c u r e  a n o t h  
e r  o n e  a t  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  R e s i d e n t  I n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  
C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e .  S t u d e n t s  who l i v e d  i n  t h e  campus r e s i d e n c e  
h a l l s  and who d i d  n o t  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  r e q u e s t  r e c e i v e d  a n o t h e r  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  s ta m p e d  e n v e l o p e  t h a t  was  p l a c e d  on  
t h e i r  d e s k  by t h e i r  d o r m i t o r y  c o u n s e l o r .
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The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  f r e s h m e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  
A g r i c u l t u r e  I c l a s s  f o r  t h e  f a l l  s e m e s t e r ,  1 9 6 8 .  I t  was  c o m p l e t e d  and  
r e t u r n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  c l a s s  s e s s i o n  by 137 f r e s h m e n  who i n d i c a t e d  p l a n s  t o  
e n t e r  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e .
T r e a t m e n t  o f  Data
Two punch  c a r d s  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  e a c h  c o m p l e t e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .
The c a r d s  w e r e  p r o c e s s e d  by c o m p u t e r s  s o  a s  t o  s o r t ,  t o t a l  and r e c o r d  t h e  
f r e q u e n c i e s  and c r o s s  t a b u l a t i o n s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  programmed i n s t r u c t i o n .
The d a t a  w e r e  a n a l y z e d  f o r  f r e q u e n c y  c o u n t s  w h i l e  t h e  c h i - s q u a r e  
and a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  t e s t s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w e r e  u s e d  i n  t e s t i n g  
some o f  t h e  h y p o t h e s e s  t h a t  w e r e  s e t  f o r t h  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  The 
r e s u l t s  w e r e  e v a l u a t e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  
b e t w e e n  t h e  farm and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s .
Sum m aries  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n c l u d e :  b a c k g r o u n d  c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c s  o f  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a ,  f a c t o r s  t h a t  i n ­
f l u e n c e d  t h e i r  c h o i c e s  o f  c u r r i c u l a ,  and o c c u p a t i o n a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  
p l a n s .  C o n c l u s i o n s  w e r e  drawn from t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  t h r o u g h  
t r e a t m e n t  and a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e s e  d a t a .  S u g g e s t i o n s  w e r e  f o r m u l a t e d  f o r  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  f o r  t h e  im provem en t  o f  c o u n s e l i n g  and i n f o r m ­
a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  and c u r r i c u l a  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s  i t y •
D e f i n i t i o n  o f  Terms
1. Farm Y ou th  - Male s t u d e n t s  who m e e t  two o r  more o f  t h e  f o l l o w ­
i n g  c r i t e r i a :
a .  Have l i v e d  on  a farm  f o r  t h r e e  o r  more o f  t h e  e i g h t  y e a r s  
( 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 6 8 )
b .  Have w o r k e d  o n  a  farm f o r  t h r e e  o r  more o f  t h e  e i g h t  
y e a r s  ( 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 6 8 )
c .  Have p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n s  who p r e s e n t l y  l i v e  on  a farm  
Nonfarm  Y ou th  - Mate s t u d e n t s  who do n o t  m ee t  a t  l e a s t  two o f  
t h e  a b o v e  c r i t e r i a .
V o c a t i o n a l  C h o i c e  - a d e c i s i o n  made by an i n d i v i d u a l  t o  o b t a i n  
t h e  b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  and e x p e r i e n c e  r e ­
q u i r e d  t o  a t t a i n  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e .
A g r i c u l t u r a l  C u r r i c u l a  -  A c a d e m ic  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
p r e p a r e  o n e  f o r  a c a r e e r  i n  o c c u p a t i o n s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  
a g r i c u l t u r e .  The a c a d e m i c  p r ogr am s  o f f e r e d  a t  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a r e  s o  d e s i g n a t e d :  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E c o n o m i c s  
and A g r i b u s i n e s s ,  Agronom y,  A n im al  S c i e n c e ,  D a i r y  S c i e n c e ,  
E n t o m o l o g y ,  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  Food S c i e n c e  and 
T e c h n o l o g y ,  F o r e s t r y  and W i l d l i f e  M anagement ,  G e n e r a l  A g r i ­
c u l t u r e ,  H o r t i c u l t u r e ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  P o u l t r y  
S c i e n c e ,  R u r a l  S o c i o l o g y ,  V o c a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E d u c a t i o n ,  
and P r e - V e t e r i n a r y  M e d i c i n e .  For t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  
Home E c o n o m i c s  and  I n d u s t r i a l  T e c h n o l o g y  h a v e  b e e n  e x c l u d e d .  
F a l l  t er m  - The a c a d e m i c  p e r i o d  b e t w e e n  S e p t e m b e r  9 ,  1968  
and J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  1969  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .
c u l t u r e  -  The word " a g r i c u l t u r e "  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  r e f e r s  t o  
f a r m i n g  p l u s  t h e s e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  a r e a s  w h i c h  a r e  d i r e c t l y  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and m a r k e t i n g  o f  
farm  p r o d u c t s ;  t h o s e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  a r e a s  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d
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i n  s u p p l y i n g  t h e  f a r m e r  w i t h  s e r v i c e s ,  e q u i p m e n t  and m a t e r i a l s  
u s e d  on t h e  farm;  and t h e  a r e a s  o f  f o r e s t r y ,  f i s h e r i e s  and  
w i l d l i f e  and c o n s e r v a t i o n .
7 .  C h i - s q u a r e  - The c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t  r e p r e s e n t s  a u s e f u l  m ethod  
o f  c o m p a r i n g  e x p e r i m e n t a l l y  o b t a i n e d  r e s u l t s  w i t h  t h o s e  to
b e  e x p e c t e d  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  on some h y p o t h e s i s .  The e q u a t i o n
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f o r  c h i - s q u a r e  (X ) i s :
f o  ■ t h e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  o b s e r v e d  
o r  e x p e r i m e n t a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  f a c t s
f e  ■ e x p e c t e d  f r e q u e n c y  o f  o c c u r r e n c e  on some  
h y p o t h e s  i s .
8 .  A n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  - The a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  i s  e s s e n ­
t i a l l y  an  a r i t h m e t i c  p r o c e s s  f o r  p a r t i t i o n i n g  a  t o t a l  sum o f  
s q u a r e s  i n t o  c o m p o n e n t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r e c o g n i z e d  s o u r c e s  
o f  v a r i a t i o n .
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CHAPTER I I
REVIEW OF LITERATURE AND RELATED STUDIES
The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  t o  r e v i e w  s e l e c t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  
t h a t  i s  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .
T h i s  s u r v e y  o f  r e l a t e d  s t u d i e s  w i l l  l a y  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  r e s e a r c h  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  and  t h e  s t u d y  
o f  f a c t o r s  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e i r  c h o i c e s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e  
c u r r i c u l a .
The r e v i e w  w i l l  I n c l u d e  a summary o f  g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  
y o u t h  i n  r e g a r d  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  and o c c u p a t i o n a l  d e c i s i o n s ,  an  e x a m i n a ­
t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  f a c t o r s  r e l a t i v e  t o  c h o o s i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  i n  
c o l l e g e  and a l o o k  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s i t u a t i o n .
Youth -  D e c i s i o n  Making
A m e r ic a n  c o l l e g i a t e  y o u t h  t o d a y  o c c u p y  much o f  t h e i r  d a i l y  
e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h o u g h t  and p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  f u t u r e  r o l e s  a s  a d u l t s .
A p e r s o n  now h a s  a g r e a t  amount o f  f r e e d o m  i n  s e l e c t i n g  a p r o f e s s i o n  
from t h e  many p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  Many t i m e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  a p e r s o n  i n h e r i t e d  
h i s  j o b  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  h i s  f a m i l y  rank i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  B e r g e r  ( 4 1 - 8 8 8 )  
s a y s :
More s o  t h a n  i n  m o s t  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  o£ t h e  w o r l d  -  and  
more  s o  t h a n  t h e i r  g r a n d f a t h e r s  b e f o r e  them - y o u n g  p e o p l e  
i n  o u r  c o u n t r y  t o d a y  h a v e  f r e e d o m  t o  d e c i d e  on  how t h e y  
w a n t  t o  w o r k .  At  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  g r e a t e r  
f r e e d o m  t o  c h o o s e ,  t h e r e  i s  g r e a t e r  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  c h o o s i n g  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m u c h - e n l a r g e d  number o f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t o  
c h o o s e  from i n  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o m p l e x  o c c u p a t i o n a l  w o r l d .
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H orner  ( 8 0 : 1 )  and  P e r r o n e  ( 6 6 : 9 7 6 )  r e p o r t  t h a t  an  o c c u p a t i o n a l  
c h o i c e  i s  a  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p r o c e s s  o v e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  P r e f e r e n c e  o f
means o f  l i v e l i h o o d  i s  i n f l u e n c e d  by v a r i o u s  f a c t o r s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  p e r i o d s
i n  an  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l i f e .  Cap l o w ( 1 : 2 2 6 )  f o u n d  t h a t  m o s t  a u t h o r s  have  
d i v i d e d  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  c h o i c e  i n t o  t h r e e  p e r i o d s :  f a n t a s y  c h o i c e ,
t e n t a t i v e  c h o i c e ,  and r e a l i s t i c  c h o i c e .  H i l t o n  ( 5 9 : 2 9 1 )  r a t e s  t h e  
c h o i c e  o f  an o c c u p a t i o n  and  c a r e e r  a s  " an  i m p e r f e c t  p r o c e s s  a t  b e s t . "
A t h e o r y  d e v e l o p e d  by S u p e r  ( 8 : ^ 0 - 4 1 )  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  p r e f e r e n c e s  
and c o m p e t e n c i e s  c h a n g e  c o n s t a n t l y  w h i c h  r e s u l t s  i n  a c o n t i n u o u s  p r o c e s s  
o f  c h o i c e  and a d j u s t m e n t .  S u p e r  d e s i g n a t e d  v o c a t i o n a l  l i f e  s t a g e s  a s :
1 . Growth S t a g e  ( B i r t h  - 14)
S e l f - c o n c e p t  d e v e l o p s  t h r o u g h  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  k e y  
f i g u r e s  ir. f a m i l y  and i n  s c h o o l ;  n e e d s  and f a n t a s y  a r e  
d o m in a n t  e a r l y  i n  t h i s  s t a g e ;  i n t e r e s t  and c a p a c i t y  become
more i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h i s  s t a g e  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  s o c i a l  p a r t i ­
c i p a t i o n  and r e a l i t y - t e s t i n g .  S u b - s t a g e s  o f  t h e  g r o w th  
s t a g e  a r e :
F a n t a s y  (4  - 1 0 ) . Needs  a r e  d o m i n a n t ;  r o l e - p l a y i n g  i n  
f a n t a s y  i s  i m p o r t a n t .
I n t e r e s t  ( 1 1  -  1 2 ) . L i k e s  a r e  t h e  m a j o r  d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  
a s p i r a t i o n s  and a c t i v i t i e s .
C a p a c i t y  ( 1 3  -  1 4 ) . A b i l i t i e s  a r e  g i v e n  more w e i g h t ,  
and j o b  r e q u i r e m e n t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t r a i n i n g )  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d .
2.  E x p l o r a t i o n  S t a g e  (Age 15 - 24 )
S e l f - e x a m i n a t i o n ,  r o l e  t r y o u t s ,  and o c c u p a t i o n a l  e x p l o r a ­
t i o n  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  s c h o o l ,  l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and p a r t - t i m e  
w o r k .  S u b s t a g e s  o f  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  s t a g e  a r e .
T e n t a t i v e  ( 1 5  - 1 7 ) . N e e d s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  c a p a c i t i e s ,  v a l u e s ,  
and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  a l l  c o n s i d e r e d .  T e n t a t i v e  c h o i c e s  
a r e  made and  t r i e d  o u t  i n  f a n t a s y ,  d i s c u s s i o n ,  c o u r s e s ,  
w o r k ,  e t c .
T r i a l  (22  - 2 4 ) . A s e e m i n g l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  f i e l d  h a v i n g  
b e e n  l o c a t e d ,  a  b e g i n n i n g  j o b  i n  i t  i s  f ound  and i s  
t r i e d  o u t  a s  a l i f e  w or k .
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3 .  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  S t a g e  (Age 25 - 4 4 )
H a v in g  f o u n d  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  f i e l d ,  e f f o r t  i s  p u t  f o r t h  to  
make a p e r m a n e n t  p l a c e  i n  i t .  T h e r e  may be some t r i a l  e a r l y  
i n  t h i s  s t a g e ,  w i t h  c o n s e q u e n t  s h i f t i n g ,  b u t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
may b e g i n  w i t h o u t  t r i a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s .  
S u b s t a g e s  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  s t a g e  a r e :
T r i a l  ( 2 5  -  3 0 )  . The f i e l d  o f  work p r e s u m e d  t o  be s u i t ­
a b l e  may p r o v e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  o n e  o r  two 
c h a n g e s  b e f o r e  t h e  l i f e  work i s  found  o r  b e f o r e  i t  b e ­
com es  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  l i f e  work w i l l  be  a  s u c c e s s i o n  o f  
u n r e l a t e d  j o b s .
S t a b i l i z a t i o n  (31  -  4 4 ) . As t h e  c a r e e r  p a t t e r n  becom es  
c l e a r ,  e f f o r t  i s  p u t  f o r t h  t o  s t a b i l i z e ,  t o  make a  s e c u r e  
p l a c e ,  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  w o r k .  F o r  m o s t  p e r s o n s  t h e s e  
a r e  t h e  c r e a t i v e  y e a r s .
4 .  M a i n t e n a n c e  S t a g e  (Age 4 5  -  6 4 )
H a v i n g  made a p l a c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  w o r k ,  t h e  c o n c e r n  i s
now t o  h o l d  i t .  L i t t l e  new g r o u n d  i s  b r o k e n ,  but  t h e r e  i s
c o n t i n u a t i o n  a l o n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  l i n e s .
5 .  D e c l i n e  S t a g e  (Age 63 on )
As p h y s i c a l  and  m e n t a l  p o w e r s  d e c l i n e ,  work a c t i v i t y  c h a n g e s  
and i n  due  c o u r s e  c e a s e s .  New r o l e s  must  be d e v e l o p e d ;  
f i r s t ,  t h a t  o f  s e l e c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t  and t h e n  t h a t  o f  o b s e r v e r  
r a t h e r  t h a n  p a r t i c i p a n t .  S u b s t a g e s  o f  t h i s  s t a g e  a r e :
D e c e l e r a t i o n  (65  -  7 0 ) . S o m e t i m e s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  o f f i ­
c i a l  r e t i r e m e n t ,  s o m e t i m e s  l a t e  i n  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  s t a g e ,  
t h e  p a c e  o f  work s l a c k e n s ,  d u t i e s  a r e  s h i f t e d ,  o r  t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  t h e  work i s  c h a n g e d  t o  s u i t  d e c l i n i n g  c a p a c i ­
t i e s .  Many men f i n d  p a r t - t i m e  j o b s  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e i r  
f u l l - t i m e  o c c u p a t i o n s .
R e t i r e m e n t  (71 o n ) . As w i t h  a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i e d  a g e  l i m i t s ,  
t h e r e  a r e  g r e a t  v a r i a t i o n s  from  p e r s o n  t o  p e r s o n .  B u t ,  
c o m p l e t e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  o c c u p a t i o n  comes  f o r  a l l  i n  due  
c o u r s e ,  t o  some e a s i l y  and p l e a s a n t l y ,  t o  o t h e r s  w i t h  
d i f f i c u l t y  and d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  and t o  some o n l y  w i t h  
d e a t h .
D i s a g r e e m e n t  p r e v a i l s  among t h e  m a j o r  t h e o r i s t s  a s  t o  w h a t  c o n ­
s t i t u t e s  v o c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e .  H ow ever ,  H orn er  ( 8 0 : 2 )  s t a t e s :
I n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  
and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  i n f l u e n c i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  and o c c u p a ­
t i o n a l  c h o i c e s  o f  r u r a l  y o u t h ,  t h e o r i s t s  g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e  on  
s e v e r a l  p o i n t s :
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1. O c c u p a t i o n a l  c h o i c e  i s  n o t  a  s u d d e n ,  o n e - i n - a - l i f e t i m e  p h e ­
nomenon.
2 .  O c c u p a t i o n a l  c h o i c e  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e p a r a t e  from a s p i r a t i o n  
and a t t a i n m e n t .  B e c a u s e  a s p i r a t i o n  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  f u l f i l l e d ,  
a t t a i n m e n t  m ust  be r e g a r d e d  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  a s p e c t .
3 .  O c c u p a t i o n a l  c h o i c e  i s  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b a s i c  l i f e  p r o c e s s  
o f  g r o w i n g .  R e a l i s t i c a l l y  l o o k i n g  a t  o n e ' s  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  
and a c c e p t i n g  p e r s o n a l  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  a  s t u d e n t  i s  a b l e  t o  
d e v e l o p  a c l e a r e r  r e c o g n i z a b l e  im age  o f  h i m s e l f  - t h e  
s e l f - c o n c e p t .
S u p e r  ( 6 )  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  v o c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e s  a r e  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  
i n d i v i d u a l  n e e d s  and  t h e  way i n  w h i c h  an  i n d i v i d u a l  p e r c e i v e s  o f  h i m s e l f  
i n  r e l a t i o n  to h i s  e n v i r o n m e n t .  S u p e r  f e e l s  t h a t  v o c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e  i s  
compounded i n  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f :  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  p r e s t i g e ,  s e c u r i t y
o r  a f f L u e n c e ;  f a m i l y  i n f l u e n c e ;  r o m a n t i c  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  a c t u a l  w o r k i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  a g i v e n  j o b ,  f r e q u e n t l y  i n a c c u r a t e  s e l f  a p p r a i s a l ;  and  
i n  some c a s e s  an i n a c c u r a t e  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  l a b o r  w o r l d .
A s t u d y  by E d l e f s o n  and Crowe ( 1 6 )  f o u n d  t h a t  p a r e n t s  d i d  n o t  
se e m  t o  be an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  a  y o u n g s t e r ' s  c h o i c e  o f  an  o c c u p a t i o n .  
T h e i r  s t u d y  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  a d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  p a r e n t a l  i n f l u ­
e n c e  a s  t h e  y e a r s  i n  s c h o o l  o f  t h e  y o u n g s t e r  i n c r e a s e d .  Work e x p e r i e n c e  
was t h e  paramount  r e a s o n  g i v e n  by y o u t h  f o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  c h o i c e .
M i l l e r  and Form ( 5 : 9 3 )  s t a t e :
O c c u p a t i o n a l  e x p e c t a t i o n  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  by t e c h n i c a l ,  e d u ­
c a t i o n a l  and s o c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  The s t a t u s  e x p e c t a t i o n  
o f  t h e  f a m i l y  m em bers ,  r e l a t i v e s ,  and f r i e n d s  p r o f o u n d l y  
s h a p e s  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  an o c c u p a t i o n a l  g o a l .  The r a n g e  o f  
c o n s i d e r e d  o c c u p a t i o n s  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  l a r g e l y  by t h e  s t a t u s  
e x p e c t a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i a l  w o r l d  i n  w h i c h  t h e  i n d i ­
v i d u a l  f i n d s  h i m s e l f .
In a r e v i e w  o f  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h i s  a r e a  by F r e e h  ( 7 8 : 2 2 )  two broad  
f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  y o u t h  w e r e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  h a v i n g  t h e
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g r e a t e s t  i n f l u e n c e  on  t h e  t o t a l  p r o c e s s  o f  e n t e r i n g  o c c u p a t i o n s .  They  
w e r e :
The f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  y o u t h ;  and  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  
o t h e r  p e o p l e  h a v e  f o r  them. Under f a c i l i t i e s ,  t h e y  I n ­
c l u d e  t h e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  and  q u a l i t y  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l s  and  
t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  y o u t h .  Under  
e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  o t h e r s  f o r  y o u t h ,  t h e y  l i s t  t h o s e  o f  
p a r e n t s ,  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  o f  h i s  own a g e ,  t e a c h e r s  and 
(where  t h e y  e x i s t )  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s ,  a s  b e i n g  t h e  m ost  
i m p o r t a n t .
A s u r v e y  o f  r e l a t e d  s t u d i e s  I n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
o f  an  i n d i v i d u a l  b o t h  i n h e r e n t  and a c q u i r e d ,  h i s  s e l f - c o n c e p t ,  and  
e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  a r e  a l l  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h i s  o c c u p a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  
and s u b s e q u e n t  c h o i c e  o f  an o c c u p a t i o n .
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  Youth E n r o l l e d  i n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C u r r i c u l a
B e n t l e y  and Hemp ( 3 5 )  c o n d u c t e d  a s t u d y  o f  590 Purdue and 649  
I l l i n o i s  a g r i c u l t u r e  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  and f o u n d  t h a t  o v e r  two t h i r d s  
o f  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  c h o s e  t h e i r  f i e l d s  o f  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  
c o l l e g e .  At b o t h  Purdue and I l l i n o i s  U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  s e n i o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  
c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  who c h o s e  t h e i r  f i e l d s  o f  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  b e f o r e  e n t e r ­
i n g  c o l l e g e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  somewhat  b e t t e r  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  
t h e i r  c h o i c e s  than  w e r e  t h o s e  s e n i o r s  who c h o s e  t h e i r  f i e l d s  o f  
s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  a f t e r  e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e .  They found  t h a t  f a t h e r s ,  
m o t h e r s , f r i e n d s , and t e a c h e r s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  w e r e  t h e  p e r s o n s  who 
i n f l u e n c e d  most  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  c h o i c e s  o f  f i e l d s  o f  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n .  
B e n t l e y  and Hemp ( 3 5 : 5 8 8 )  s t a t e :
I t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  and c o u n t y  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  a g e n t s  i n f l u e n c e  more a g r i c u l t u r e  c o l l e g e  
s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  c h o i c e s  o f  f i e l d s  o f  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  
t h a n  do s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  c o l l e g e  p r o f e s s o r s ,  g u i d ­
a n c e  w o r k e r s ,  and t e a c h e r s  o t h e r  th an  a g r i c u l t u r e .
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A n d e r s o n  ( 2 9 : 8 )  s t a t e s :  "Youth t en d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l
and o c c u p a t i o n a l  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r m u l a t e d  f o r  them by t h e i r  p a r e n t s . "
I n  s t u d y i n g  f a c t o r s  r e l a t e d  to  c h a n g e s  i n  c a r e e r  p l a n s  d u r i n g
c o l l e g e ,  D a v i s  ( 2 )  found  e v i d e n c e  o f  a  t r e n d  toward h o m o g e n e i t y ,  t h e
t e n d e n c y  f o r  " b i r d s  o f  a  f e a t h e r  t o  f l o c k  t o g e t h e r . "  He s t a t e s  t h a t
a l m o s t  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  f i e l d ,
t h e  " d e v i a n t s "  w i l l  s w i t c h  o u t  and s t u d e n t s  w i t h  t r a i t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
o f  t h e  f i e l d  w i l l  s w i t c h  i n .  S t u d e n t s  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  c u r r i c u l u m  ten d
to  have  s i m i l a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  C a r e e r  d e c i s i o n s  d u r i n g  c o l l e g e  t e n d
to  a c c e n t u a t e  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  a t  the
b e g i n n i n g  o f  c o l l e g e .  H o l l a n d  ( 6 0 : 2 3 5 )  s u p p o r t s  t h i s :
R e m a in in g  i n  a g i v e n  f i e l d  a p p e a r s  t o  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
h a v i n g  p e r s o n a l  a t t r i b u t e s  commonly a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  th e  
t y p i c a l  s t u d e n t  w h i l e  l e a v i n g  a f i e l d  i s  r e l a t e d  to  d i s ­
s i m i l a r i t y  b e t w e e n  a s t u d e n t ' s  a t t r i b u t e s  and t h o s e  o f  
t h e  t y p i c a l  s t u d e n t .
A s t u d y  by W e r ts  ( 7 0 )  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s o n s  who c h o s e  t h e  same  
o c c u p a t i o n s  a s  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  w e r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  c h a n g e  t h e i r  c a r e e r  
p l a n s  i n  c o n t r a s t  to  o t h e r s  making t h o s e  c a r e e r  c h o i c e s .  H o l l a n d  ( 6 0 )  
found t h a t  t h e  m ajor  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c h a n g e  i n  f i e l d  o f  s t u d y  was  
a l a c k  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  c u r r i c u l a r - v o c a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and a 
l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t .
B u r c h i n a l  ( 4 7 )  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  t o o  l i t t l e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  farm  y o u t h .  F i r n b e r g  ( 5 3 )  p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  
n e e d  f o r  b e t t e r  u s e  o f  t h e  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  amount o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  i n ­
f o r m a t i o n .  He found t h a t  66 p e r  c e n t  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  J u n i o r  y e a r  
a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  w e r e  s t i l l  m a j o r i n g  i n  t h e  same g e n e r a l
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a r e a  o f  s t u d y .  O nly  33 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  s t i l l  I n  t h e  same  
s p e c i f i e d  c u r r i c u l u m  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  b e g a n  a s  c o l l e g e  f r e s h m e n .
Adamek's  ( 2 7 : 1 8 3 )  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  m a j o r  and i n c i d e n c e  o f  
s w i t c h i n g ,  and b e t w e e n  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and s t r e n g t h  o f  s e l f - c o n c e p t .
The m a in  r e a s o n  g i v e n  f o r  s w i t c h i n g  w as:  " F i r s t  m a j o r  was  n o t  w h at
I  had e x p e c t e d . "
W ygle  ( 8 6 )  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t :
J u n i o r s  and s e n i o r s  who h a v e  c h a n g e d  m a j o r s  a r e  l i k e l y  
t o  g r a d u a t e ,  t h a t  f r e s h m e n  who d e c l a r e  no  g o a l  a t  a l l  
and who do n o t  r a t e  h i g h  on  p l a c e m e n t  g e n e r a l  a b i l i t y  
t e s t s  a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  g r a d u a t e ,  and t h a t  low g r a d e s  
w e r e  n o t  t h e  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  w i t h d r a w a l .  A d e c i s i o n
f i n a l  o r  t e n t a t i v e ,  a p p e a r e d  t o  be more c o n d u c i v e  t o
c o l l e g e  s u c c e s s  r a t h e r  t h a n  no d e c i s i o n .
F r e e h ’ s ( 7 8 . 3 0 )  r e v i e w  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t w e n t y  p e r
c e n t  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r e  s t u d e n t s  a t  Iowa S t a t e  had t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  from some o t h e r  d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  
o n e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  had p r i o r  c o l l e g e  work e l s e w h e r e .
The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  farm  r e a r e d  g r a d u a t e s  i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a
v a r i e d  from a  low o f  24 p e r  c e n t  i n  f o r e s t r y  t o  a h i g h  o f  86  p e r  c e n t  
i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,
B e n t l e y  and Hemp ( 3 7 )  f o u n d  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  f e l t  t h e y  
w e r e  i n f l u e n c e d  i n  t h e i r  c h o i c e  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  f i e l d s  by p e r s o n s ,  v o c a ­
t i o n a l  f a c t o r s ,  and p u b l i c a t i o n s .  P e r s o n s  c i t e d  a s  b e i n g  m o s t  i n f l u e n ­
t i a l  w e r e  p a r e n t s ,  f r i e n d s ,  and t e a c h e r s  o f  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e .
T h o se  c i t e d  a s  b e i n g  o f  n e x t  i m p o r t a n c e  w e r e  r e l a t i v e s ,  c o u n t y  e x t e n s i o n  
a g e n t s ,  c o l l e g e  p r o f e s s o r s ,  h i g h  s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l s ,  and t e a c h e r s  o t h e r
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t h a n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  V o c a t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  w e r e  I n d i c a t e d  a s  roost i n f l u ­
e n t i a l  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  w e r e :  e c o n o m i c  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n ,
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e m p lo y m e n t ,  e m p loym ent  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e  and  
s o c i a l  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  j o b .  T h r e e  f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  f e l t  t h a t  
t h e y  w e r e  I n f l u e n c e d  by r e a d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  bo o k s  and m a g a z i n e s  b u t  
l e s s  t h a n  one  h a l f  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  i n f l u e n c e d  by c o l l e g e  c a t a l o g s ,  
a n n o u n c e m e n t s ,  and h o b b i e s .
A s t u d y  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A r i z o n a  
by W i l l i a m s  ( 2 6 )  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  more t h a n  t h r e e  f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  f r e s h m e n  n e v e r  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  4 -H  C lub  o r  t h e  F u t u r e  Farm ers  o f
A m e r i c a .  Only  a b o u t  o n e  f o u r t h  had d e c i d e d  on  t h e i r  f i e l d  o f  s p e c i a l i ­
z a t i o n  b e f o r e  a t t e n d i n g  c o l l e g e  and a l m o s t  o n e  f o u r t h  s t i l l  had  n o t  
d e c i d e d  by t h e  t i m e  t h e y  c o m p l e t e d  c o l l e g e ,
G e y e r ' s  ( 1 7 )  s u r v e y  o f  n i n e  s e l e c t e d  c o l l e g e s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t
j u s t  o v e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  c o l l e g e s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  come from  
n o n f a r m  hom es .  He found  t h a t  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  
e n r o l l  i n  c u r r i c u l a  r e l a t e d  t o  f o o d ,  f o r e s t r y ,  h o r t i c u l t u r e  and a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  and b i o l o g i c a l  s c i e n c e  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e i r  fa r m  o r i g i n a t e d  
c l a s s m a t e s .  The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  farm  and no n fa r m  o r i g i n a t e d  s t u d e n t s  
c o n t i n u i n g  i n t o  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  i s  a b o u t  t h e  same.  He p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  
t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  from n o n f a r m  homes w o u ld  g r a d u a l l y  I n c r e a s e  
i n  t h e  f u t u r e .
Even t h o u g h  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  i s  i n c r e a s i n g  i n  
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  some who f e e l  t h a t  a  farm  b a c k g r o u n d  i s  
v i t a l .  Young ( 7 3 : 3 7 6 )  f e e l s  t h a t  an  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  no farm e x p e r i e n c e  
s h o u l d  q u e s t i o n  h i s  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i e l d  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  e d u c a t i o n .
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Mondart  and C u r t i s  ( 2 2 : 1 )  h a v e  I n d i c a t e d  t h a t  m o s t  r u r a l  b o y s
w i t h  f a n n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  h a v e  an a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  t h e i r  c i t y  n e i g h b o r s
w i t h  whom t h e y  a r e  c o m p e t i n g  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  r e l a t e d  o c c u p a t i o n s .
F o r t u n a t e l y ,  m o s t  r u r a l  b o y s  h a v e  a b u i l t - i n  v o c a t i o n a l  
a d v a n t a g e  p r o v i d i n g  t h e y  c h o o s e  among t h e  g r e a t  h o s t  o f  
o c c u p a t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  T h e i r  
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  on  t h e  farm i s  t h e  k e y  t o  t h e  e d g e  t h e y  
h o l d  o v e r  o t h e r s  h a v i n g  s i m i l a r  c a r e e r  a s p i r a t i o n s .
A c t u a l l y ,  g r o w i n g  up on  a farm  g i v e s  a  boy  a  h e a d  s t a r t  
t o w a r d s  an o c c u p a t i o n .  I t  p r o v i d e s  h im  w i t h  an  o c c u p a t i o n a l  
b a c k g r o u n d  t h e  c i t y  boy c a n ' t  a c q u i r e  - -  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
o f  farm  and r u r a l  l i f e .  F o r ,  farm  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  
p r e f e r r e d  t o  h o l d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  j o b s  t h a t  h a v e  
c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  f a r m i n g .  M o r e o v e r ,  k n o w l e d g e  and s k i l l  
i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u b j e c t s  a c q u i r e d  a b o v e  t h e  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  
l e v e l  h a v e  r e a l  m a r k e t  v a l u e  i n  t h e  w ork  w o r l d .
S t r e e t e r  ( 6 8 )  c i t e s  p a r e n t a l  i n d i f f e r e n c e  a s  t h e  m a j o r  r e a s o n  
t h a t  more r u r a l  y o u t h  do n o t  go t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e s .  B u r c h i n a l  
( 4 7 )  com p ared  farm  and n o n f a r m  b o y s  and  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  farm  p a r e n t s  
w e r e  l e s s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e i r  s o n s *  o c c u p a t i o n a l  p l a n s  and  p r o v i d e  l e s s  
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  s o n s '  e d u c a t i o n  b e y o n d  h i g h  s c h o o l .
E d l e f s o n  and Crowe ( 1 6 )  n o t e d  t h a t  a s  t h e  number o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  
t h e  f a m i l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  t h a t  d i d  n o t  p l a n  t o  a t t e n d  c o l l e g e  
a l s o  i n c r e a s e d .  They a l s o  found t h a t  t h e  e l d e s t  and t h e  y o u n g e s t  c h i l ­
d r e n  had t h e  m ost  c e r t a i n t y  c o n c e r n i n g  c o l l e g e  p l a n s .  Lack o f  money  
f o r  a d v a n c e d  e d u c a t i o n  may be t h e  m a in  f a c t o r  I n v o l v e d  h e r e .
W i l s o n  and D u n k e l b e r g e r  ( 2 4 )  c o n d u c t e d  a s t u d y  o n  t h e  in c o m e  and  
e x p e n s e s  o f  Auburn U n i v e r s i t y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s .  They  found  t h a t  
e a r n i n g s  from em p loym e n t  w e r e  e q u a l  t o  a b o u t  4 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  
a t t e n d i n g  c o l l e g e .  A h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  j u n i o r s  and s e n i o r s  had  
p a r t - t i m e  employm ent  on  t h e  campus i n  c o m p a r i s o n  to  f r e s h m e n  and
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s o p h o m o r e s .  S m i t h  ( 2 5 )  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  r e a s o n  
g i v e n  by a b l e  s t u d e n t s  who w i t h d r e w  fr o m  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a t  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M ary land  was  a  l a c k  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s  t o  p a y  f o r  
c o l l e g e  e x p e n s e s .
D a n s k l n  and  o t h e r s  ( 1 4 )  found  t h a t  t h e  e n t e r i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
f r e s h m a n  a t  K a n s a s  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  g e n e r a l l y  s p e n t  h i s  s um ners  w o r k ­
i n g  on  a  farm. S i x t y - o n e  p e r  c e n t  came from h i g h  s c h o o l s  w i t h  g r a d u a t i n g  
c l a s s e s  o f  b e t w e e n  10 and  5 0  s t u d e n t s  and 82 p e r  c e n t  from tow ns  u n d e r  
1 0 , 0 0 0  p o p u l a t i o n .  They f o u n d  t h a t  i n  g e n e r a l  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f r e s h m a n  
i s  t h e  o l d e s t  c h i l d  and t h a t  69 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  w e r e  f a r m e r s .  
S i x t y - f i v e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  m o t h e r s  and 70 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e i r  
f a t h e r s  had a h i g h  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  o r  l e s s .
The P r e s e n t  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S i t u a t i o n
Kennedy  ( 6 1 : 8 )  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  more a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u ­
d e n t s .  Auburn U n i v e r s i t y  was  u s e d  a s  a n  e x a m p le  o f  a  s c h o o l  w h e r e  t h e y  
c o u l d  p l a c e  t w i c e  a s  many g r a d u a t e s  i n t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o s i t i o n s  a s  t h e y  
a r e  now g r a d u a t i n g .  He s t a t e s  t h a t  no l o n g e r  do a l l  c o l l e g e  a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  t o  come from a farm home.  A farm b a c k g r o u n d  may 
g i v e  t h e  s t u d e n t  some a d v a n t a g e s ,  b u t  i t  i s  no l o n g e r  a r e q u i r e m e n t  
w i t h  a l L  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  f a c e t s  i n  t h i s  modern  a g r i - b u s i n e s s  w o r l d .  "A 
farm b a c k g r o u n d  i s  h e l p f u l ,  but  n o t  e s s e n t i a l . "  ( 9 : 6 2 9 )
W i l l i a m s  ( 2 6 )  found  t h a t  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A r i z o n a  draw s  s t u d e n t s  from a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  He 
ik t e d  t h a t  a l m o s t  one  f o u r t h  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  came from
T u c s o n ,  A r i z o n a  w h i l e  3 8 . 7  p e r  c e n t  came from  36 o t h e r  s t a t e s  and 10
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f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .  S l i g h t l y  l e s s  t h a n  3 p e r  c e n t  w e r e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s t u d e n t s  b u t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  i n c r e a s i n g  p e r c e n t a g e w i s e  
i n  e n r o l l m e n t .
R h o d y 's  ( 8 3 : 7 )  r e v i e w  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  r e l a t e d  t h a t  o n l y  f i v e  p e r  c e n t  
o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e  i n  1951  
came from o u t s i d e  t h e  s t a t e  o f  T e n n e s s e e .  T h i r t y - e i g h t  p e r  c e n t  o f  
th e  s t u d e n t s  had t r a n s f e r r e d  from o t h e r  c o l l e g e s  i n  T e n n e s s e e .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  P a r k e r ' s  r e p o r t  ( 6 5 : 9 )  on  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  a t t e n d a n c e  
i n  A m e r ic a n  U n i v e r s i t i e s  and C o l l e g e s  f o r  1 9 6 7 - 6 8 ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  had a 
s l e n d e r  c o n t i n g e n t  o f  o n l y  1 1 , 9 5 3  i d e n t i f i a b l e  f r e s h m e n .  T h i s  was a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  r i s e  o f  4 . 4  p e r  c e n t  t h a t  marked a r e v e r s i o n  t o  an i n c r e a s e  
t r e n d  s e t  i n  1965 and 1964 but  i t  was s t a y e d  by a 3 . 2  p e r  c e n t  l o s s  in  
1966 .  The downward t r e n d  e x h i b i t e d  i n  1966 h a s  be e n  a p p a r e n t  i n  r e c e n t  
y e a r s .  T h i s  d e c l i n e  i s  d i s t u r b i n g  when we c o n s i d e r  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  
p r e d i c t i o n s  o f  e x p e r t s  t h a t  o u r  l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  s u r p l u s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o d u c t s  may be e n d i n g  w i t h  s u c h  g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  and w o r l d  demands.  The 
l u r e  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  o t h e r  a l l e g e d l y  more g la m o r o u s  p u r s u i t s ,  t h e  i n c r e a s ­
i n g  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  farm u n i t s ,  t h e  u r ban  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  many young  
p e o p l e ,  and p e r h a p s  i n a d e q u a t e  c a r e e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on b e h a l f  o f  a g r i ­
c u l t u r e  h e l p  to  e x p l a i n  t h e  l a c k  o f  s t u d e n t  i n t e r e s t .  M e c h a n i z a t i o n ,  
s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  I n c r e a s i n g  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t e c h n o l o g y ,  h i g h  
l and  p r i c e s ,  and t h e  p r o b a b l e  n eed  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i o n  i l l u s t r a t e  
t h e  n e e d  f o r  w e l l - e d u c a t e d  p e r s o n s  t o  e n g a g e  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  w h e t h e r  
i t  i s  i n  f a r m i n g  or  i n  i t s  i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  and c o m m e r c i a l  p h a s e s .
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W e yan t  and  o t h e r s  ( 8 : 1 5 )  sum I t  up l i k e  t h i s :
The p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o d a y  i s  o v e r  190  
m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  and  s t u d i e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  
i n c r e a s e  w i l l  s o o n  be  more  t h a n  5 0 0  p e r  h o u r  - -  260  
m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  by 1 9 8 0 .  The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m u s t  I n c r e a s e  
i t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  by a p p r o x i m a t e l y  70 p e r  c e n t  
i f  we a r e  t o  m a i n t a i n  o u r  p r e s e n t  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g .
T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  h e r e  t o  s t a y  s i n c e  p e o p l e  w i l l
a l w a y s  n e e d  f o o d  and c l o t h i n g .
CHAPTER I I I
PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA 
I n t r o d u c  t l o n
The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  was t o  I d e n t i f y  and c o m p a re  some  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  m a le  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  
at  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  and t o  d e t e r m i n e  who and what f a c t o r s  
t h e y  f e e l  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e i r  c h o i c e s  o f  c o l l e g e  c u r r i c u l a .  The o b j e c t i v e s  
o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w e r e  t o  d e t e r m i n e :
1.  Background c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  farm and nonfarm  s t u d e n t s
2 .  F a c t o r s  and p e o p l e  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  s t u d e n t s  in  c h o o s i n g  a 
c u r r i c u l u m
3 .  I n f l u e n c e s  t h a t  c a u s e  p e r s o n s  t o  c h a n g e  c u r r i c u l a  a f t e r  
e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e
4 .  O c c u p a t i o n a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n s  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s t u d e n t  s
C h a p t e r  I I I  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h e s e  s e c t i o n s :  b a c k g r o u n d  c h a r a c ­
t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  s t u d i e d ,  b a c k g r o u n d  c h a r a c t e r i s ­
t i c s  o f  t h e  farm and nonfarm  s t u d e n t s ,  s c h o o l  e n v i r o n m e n t  and a c t i v i t i e s ,  
c h o o s i n g  a c u r r i c u l u m ,  and s t u d e n t  p l a n s .
Ihe D e s c r i p t i v e  S u r v e y  M e t h o d ,  w i t h  t h e  M a i l  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
T e c h n i q u e ,  was  u s e d  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The d a t a  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  
c h a p t e r  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d  from m a l l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  r e c e i v e d  from  137  
f r e s h m e n  and 287  u p p e r c l a s s m e n .  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  w e r e  g i v e n  t o  137  
f r e s h m e n  and 379 u p p e r c l a s s m e n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  83 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s
24
25
e n r o l l e d  I n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and p r o v i d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .  
S e e  A p p e n d i x  A f o r  a f i n a l  c o p y  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .
S t a t i s t i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s  u t i l i z e d  f o r  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  dat<* w e r e  
number and  p e r  c e n t  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  t h e  c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  
and t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The a p p r o p r i a t e  
t e s t  o f  e i t h e r  c h i - s q u a r e  o r  a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  was u s e d  t o  t e s t  e a c h  
o f  t h e  e i g h t  h y p o t h e s e s  f rom  w h i c h  t h e  s t u d y  was f o r m u l a t e d .  The 
n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  was a p p l i e d  t o  e a c h  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and was
a c c e p t e d  o r  r e j e c t e d  a t  t h e  0 . 0 5  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  R e j e c t i o n  o f
t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  t h e  c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r ­
e n c e s  b e t w e e n  e x p e c t e d  and o b s e r v e d  f r e q u e n c i e s  r e s u l t e d  from t r u e  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  f a c t o r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  by c h a n c e  a l o n e .  R e j e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  f o r  means i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  t e s t  
d e m o n s t r a t e d  t r u e  d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  c o u l d  n o t  be  e x p l a i n e d  by c h a n c e  
a l o n e .  The o b t a i n e d  c h i - s q u a r e  and a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  t e s t  v a l u e s  
a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  A p p e n d i c e s  C, D, E, and F.
The c u r r i c u l a  c h o s e n  by a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  a r e  r e c o r d e d  i n
T a b l e  1 a c c o r d i n g  t o  b a c k g r o u n d  and s c h o o l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e ­
s p o n d e n t s .  F o r e s t r y ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u s i n e s s  and P i e - v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e  
a r e  t h e  c u r r i c u l a  c h o s e n  m o s t  o f t e n  a s  5 5 . 2  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  
i n d i c a t e d  o n e  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  f i e l d s  o f  s t u d y .  A n im al  s c i e n c e ,  d a i r y  
s c i e n c e  and agronom y a r e  t h e  n e x t  m o s t  p o p u l a r  a r e a s  w i t h  2 4 . 4  p e r  
c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s .  S e e  A p p e n d i x  B f o r  an  e n r o l l m e n t  summary o f  
t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  tfhe F a l l  
s e m e s t e r  o f  1 9 6 6 - 6 7 ,  1 9 6 7 - 6 8 ,  and 1 9 6 8 - 6 9 .
TABLE I
BACKGROUND OF STUDENTS BY CURRICULA AND CLASSIFICATION
_______ Freshmen________  Sophomores & J u n i o r s  _______ S e n i o r s ________
Farm Nonfarm Farm Nonfarm Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
Per Per Per  Per Per Per Per
C u r r i c u l a  No. Cent No, Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent
G e n e r a l  A g r i c u l t u r e 7 1 3 . 7 5 5 . 8 1 1 . 3 2 1 .9 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 15 3 . 5
A g r i c u l t u r a l  B u s i n e s s 8 1 5 . 7 5 5 . 8 19 2 5 . 3 15 1 4 . 6 14 3 0 . 4 12 1 9 . 0 73 1 7 . 2
A g r i c u l t u r a l  Economics 0 0 . 0 1 1 . 2 2 2 . 7 2 1 .9 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 5 1 .2
A g r i c u l t u r a l  E n g i n e e r i n g 2 3 . 9 0 0 . 0 3 4 . 0 3 2 . 9 2 4 . 3 0 0 . 0 10 2 . 4
Agronomy 4 7 . 8 2 2 . 3 6 8 . 0 2 1 .9 6 1 3 .0 4 6 . 3 24 5 . 7
Animal S c i e n c e 5 9 . 8 2 2 . 3 13 1 7 . 3 14 1 3 . 6 2 4 . 3 5 7 . 9 41 9 . 7
D a i r y  S c i e n c e 11 2 1 . 6 0 0 , 0 1- 1 6 . 0 8 7 . 8 3 6 . 5 4 6 . 3 38 9 . 0
Entomology 0 0 . 0 1 1 . 2 1 1 . 3 2 1 . 9 1 2 . 2 4 6 . 3 9 2 . 1
Food S c i e n c e 1 2 . 0 0 0 . 0 2 2 . 7 1 1 . 0 1 2 . 2 4 6 . 3 9 2 .1
H o r t i c u l t u r e 1 2 . 0 3 3 .5 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 1 2 . 2 2 3 . 2 7 1 .7
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r e 0 0 . 0 1 1 .2 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 1 2 . 2 0 0 . 0 2 0 . 5
P o u l t r y 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0
Rural  S o c i o l o g y 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 2 1 , 9 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 2 0 . 5
P r e - V e t e r i n a r y  M e d ic in e 8 1 5 .7 24 2 7 . 9 5 6 . 7 17 1 6 .5 0 0 . 0 1 1 . 6 55 1 3 .0
F o r e s t r y 2 3 . 9 39 4 5 . 3 1 1 .3 33 3 2 , 0 7 1 5 .2 24 3 8 .1 106 2 5 . 0
V o c a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Educ. 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 9 1 2 . 0 2 1 . 9 8 1 7 . 4 1 1 . 6 20 4 . 7
No Response 2 3 . 9 3 3 . 5 1 1 . 3 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 2 3 . 2 8 1 . 9
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A p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 2 . 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  f i r s t  e n r o l l e d  
f o r  c o l l e g e  s t u d y  on  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  Campus a t  B a t o n  
R o u g e ,  L o u i s i a n a .  O n ly  9 . 9  p e r  c e n t  had  e n r o l l e d  i n  a  c o l l e g e  i n  some  
o t h e r  s t a t e  w h i l e  6 . 7  p e r  c e n t  b e g a n  t h e i r  c o l l e g e  s t u d i e s  i n  some 
o t h e r  L o u i s i a n a  s t A t e  c o l l e g e .  O t h e r  b r a n c h  c a m p u s e s  o f  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  p r o v i d e d  i n i t i a l  c o l l e g e  s t u d y  f o r  5 . 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e ­
s p o n d e n t s  .
B ac k g r o u n d  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S t u d e n t s  S t u d i e d
I t  was  f o u n d  t h a t  4 7 . 6  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  h ad  worked  on  
a  fa r m  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  e i g h t  y e a r s .  Only  4 0 . 3  
p e r  c e n t  had l i v e d  on  a fa r m  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  
e i g h t  y e a r s .  At t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  F a l l  s e m e s t e r  o f  1 9 6 9 ,  3 9 . 6  p e r  
c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n  w e r e  l i v i n g  
on  a farm .
T a b l e  I I  s h o w s  t h e  f a r m i n g  s t a t u s  o f  p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n s  o f  t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  60 p e r  c e n t  
o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  n e i t h e r  farm ed n o r  l i v e d  
on a f a r m ,  w h i l e  n e a r l y  20 p e r  c e n t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  w e r e  
e n g a g e d  i n  f a r m i n g  on  a f u l l - t i m e  b a B l s .  A s l i g h t l y  g r e a t e r  p e r  c e n t  
o f  t h e  f r e s h m a n  c l a s s  t h a n  s o p h o m o r e s ,  j u n i o r s ,  and s e n i o r s  r e s p o n d e d  
t h a t  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  n e i t h e r  farm ed  n o r  l i v e d  on  a farm .  O n ly  3 2 , 8  p e r  
c e n t  o f  t h e  f r e s h m a n  c l a s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  w e r e  f a r m i n g  
e i t h e r  f u l l - t i m e  o r  p a r t - t i m e .  H o w e v e r ,  50 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  
o r  g u a r d i a n s  o f  a l l  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  shown a s  o w n i n g  a  farm  o r  f a r m l a n d .
TABLE I I
FARMING STATUS OF PARENTS OR GUARDIANS
Freshman Sophomore & J u n i o r S e n i o r T o t a l
Number Per Cent Number Per  Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
(N=137) (N- 178) (N=109)
F u l l - t i m e  f a n n in g 24 1 7 .5 37 2 0 . 8 21 1 9 .3 82 1 9 .3
P a r t - t i m e  fa n n in g 21 1 5 .3 21 1 1 .8 14 1 2 .8 56 13 .2
Lived on farm but  d id  
n o t  farm 6 4 . 4 15 8 . 4 9 8 . 3 30 7 .1
Did n o t  farm nor l i v e  




The r e s p o n d e n t s  a r e  l i s t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s c h o o l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
and t y p e  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  T a b l e  I I I ,  I t  was  f o u n d  t h a t  4 0 . 5 7  p e r  c e n t  o f  
t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  had a farm  b a c k g r o u n d  w h i l e  5 9 . 4 3  p e r  c e n t  w e r e  c l a s s i ­
f i e d  a s  n o n f a r m  y o u t h .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  
o f  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  i s  g r e a t e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e .
I t  was  h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  
b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r  c e n t  o f  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a  farm  b a c k g r o u n d  and t h e  p e r  
c e n t  o f  s t u d e n t s  w i t h o u t  a  farm b a c k g r o u n d . The n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  was  
r e j e c t e d  a f t e r  a t e s t  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  r e v e a l e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  c h i - s q u a r e  
v a l u e .  T h e r e  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  p e r  c e n t  o f  n o n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  i n  
t h e  c o l l e g e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  p e r  c e n t  o f  farm s t u d e n t s .
The c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t  was u s e d  t o  t e s t  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p e r  c e n t  o f  farm  and nonfarm  
s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  f r e s h m e n  c l a s s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m a l o r s . T h i s  same n u l l  
h y p o t h e s i s  was  a l s o  a p p l i e d  f o r :  ( 1 )  s o p h o m o r e s  and  j u n i o r s ,  and ( 2 )
s e n i o r s .  The c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t  r e s u l t e d  w i t h  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  n u l l  
h y p o t h e s i s  f o r  s e n i o r s  w h i c h  m ean t  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p e r  c e n t  o f  farm  and n o n f a r m  s e n i o r s .  The n u l l  
h y p o t h e s i s  was  r e j e c t e d  f o r  s o p h o m o r e s  and j u n i o r s ,  and f o r  f r e s h m e n .  
T h i s  m ean t  t h a t  t h e r e  was  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  p e r  c e n t  o f  nonfar m  
s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  f r e s h m e n  c l a s s  and  i n  t h e  c o m b i n e d  s o p h o m o r e  and 
j u n i o r  c l a s s e s  a s  c o m p a re d  w i t h  t h e  p e r  c e n t  o f  farm  s t u d e n t s .
The a p p r o x i m a t e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  town w h e r e  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  h i g h  s c h o o l  i s  su m m a r iz e d  i n  T a b l e  IV.  D a ta  r e v e a l e d  
t h a t  5 9 . 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s '  h i g h  s c h o o l s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n
TABLE I I I
SCHOOL CLASSIFICATION AND FARM BACKGROUND OF STUDENTS
Freshman Sophomore & J u n i o r S e n i o r T o t a l
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
Farm 51 3 9 . 0  75 4 2 . 1  46  4 2 . 2  172 4 0 . 5 7
Nonfarm___________________  86________ 6 1 . 0 _______ 103_______57^9_________ 63_______5 7 . 8 _______ 252_______ 5 9 ,4 3
T o t a l  137 1 0 0 .0  178 1 0 0 .0  109 1 0 0 , 0  424 1 0 0 .0
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TABLE IV
POPULATION OF TOWN WHERE RESPONDENTS GRADUATED FROM HIGH SCHOOL
P e r  C e n t
A p p r o x i m a t e  Sophomore  T o t a l ______
P o p u l a t i o n ____________________Freshm an_____ & J u n i o r  S e n i o r  No. P e r  C ent
0 -  999 6 . 6 14 .  6 5 . 5 41 9 . 7
1 , 0 0 0  -  2 , 4 9 9 7 . 3 13 .  5 1 3 . 8 4 9 1 1 . 6
2 , 5 0 0  -  9 , 9 9 9 2 0 . 4 15. 7 2 1 .  1 79 1 8 . 6
1 0 , 0 0 0  -  2 4 , 9 9 9 1 1 . 7 1 2 . 9 1 9 . 3 60 1 4 . 2
2 5 , 0 0 0  -  9 9 , 9 9 9 19. 7 1 2 . 9 1 3 . 8 65 1 5 . 3
1 0 0 , 0 0 0  o r  more 3 2 . 8 29 .  8 24 . 8 125 2 9 . 5
No r e s p o n s e 1. 5 0 . 6 1 . 8 5 1 . 2
a town w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  i n  e x c e s s  o f  1 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  
21 p e r  c e n t  had g r a d u a t e d  from h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  a town w i t h  l e s s  th an  
2 , 5 0 0  p e o p l e .
Town p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  l e s s  t h a n  2 , 5 0 0  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  by 1 3 . 9  p e r  
c e n t  o f  t h e  f r e s h m e n ,  2 8 , 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s o p h o m o r e s  and j u n i o r s ,  and  
1 9 . 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s e n i o r s .  A l a r g e r  p e r c e n t a g e  ( 5 2 . 5  p e r  c e n t )  o f  
t h e  f r e s h m e n  g r a d u a t e d  from h i g h  s c h o o l s  i n  towns  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  i n  
e x c e s s  o f  2 5 , 0 0 0  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  s o p h o m o r e s  and j u n i o r s  ( 4 2 . 7  p e r  c e n t )  
and s e n i o r s  ( 3 8 . 6  p e r  c e n t ) .  T h e s e  d a t a  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r e  
m a j o r s  a r e  c o m i n g  from h i g h  s c h o o l s  i n  l a r g e r  t o w n s .
Where d i d  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  r e s i d e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e i r  
h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t i o n ?  T a b l e  V r e v e a l s  t h a t  o v e r  80  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  L o u i s i a n a  upon  g r a d u a t i o n  from h i g h
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TABLE V
RESIDENCE AT HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
No. P e r  C e n t No. P e r  C e n t No. P e r  C e n t
L o u i s i a n a 157 9 1 . 3 186 7 3 . 8 343 8 0 . 9
O t h e r  S t a t e s 7 4 . 1 51 2 0 . 2 58 1 3 . 7
F o r e i g n  C o u n t r i e s 8 4 . 7 15 6 . 0 23 5 . 4
s c h o o l .  At t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e i r  h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t i o n , 9 1 . 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  
t h e  farm s t u d e n t s  and 7 3 . 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  l i v i n g  
i n  L o u i s i a n a .
F o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  5 . 4  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s a m p l e .  A n o n -  
farm  b a c k g r o u n d  was  d e t e r m i n e d  f o r  6 5 . 4  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  from  
f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .
The number o f  farm and no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  from e a c h  L o u i s i a n a  p a r ­
i s h  i s  l i s t e d  i n  T a b l e  VI .  E a s t  B a t o n  Rouge  P a r i s h  p r o v i d e d  15 farm  
and 65 n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  who c o m p r i s e d  2 3 . 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  343 L o u i s i a n a  
r e s p o n d e n t s .  One h a l f  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  r e s p o n d e n t s  came from s i x  p a r ­
i s h e s ,  n a m e ly  E a s t  B a t o n  R o u g e ,  J e f f e r s o n ,  O r l e a n s ,  R a p i d e s ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  
and A v o y e l l e s  i n  o r d e r  o f  t h e  number o f  r e s p o n d e n t s .  I t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  
t h a t  E a s t  B a t o n  Rouge P a r i s h  i s  t h e  home p a r i s h  o f  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y .  E a s t  B a t o n  R o u g e ,  J e f f e r s o n  and O r l e a n s  p a r i s h e s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  
t o  be p r i m a r i l y  an  u r b a n  p o p u l a t i o n .
R e s p o n s e s  w e r e  n o t  r e c e i v e d  from any s t u d e n t  from f o u r  p a r i s h e s  
( A s s u m p t i o n ,  C a l d w e l l ,  Cameron,  and L i n c o l n )  w h i l e  15 p a r i s h e s  o n l y
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TABLE VI
HOME PARISH OF LOUISIANA STUDENTS
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
No. P er  C ent No. Per  Cent No. Per  Cent
A c a d ia 4 2 . 5 2 1 .1 6 1 .7
A1 l e n 1 0 . 6 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 3
A s c e n s  i o n 6 3 . 8 0 0 . 0 6 1 .7
A s s u m p t io n 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0
A v o y e l l e s 11 7 . 0 2 1 .1 13 3 . 8
B e a u r e g a r d 2 1 . 3 2 1 .1 4 1 . 2
B i e n v i 1 l e 1 0 . 6 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 3
B oss  i e r 1 0 . 6 3 1 . 6 4 1 .2
Caddo 3 1 . 9 5 2 . 7 8 2 . 3
C a l c a s  i e u 2 1 . 3 5 2 . 7 7 2 . 0
C a l d w e l 1 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0
Cameron 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0
C a t a h o u l a 4 2 . 5 0 0 . 0 4 1. 2
C1 a i b o r n e 1 0 . 6 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 3
Concord i a 3 1 . 9 0 0 . 0 3 0 . 9
D e S oto 1 0 . 6 1 0 . 5 2 0 . 6
E a s t  B a t o n  Rouge 15 9 . 6 65 3 4 . 9 80 23.  3
E a s t  C a r r o l l 1 0 . 6 1 0 . 5 2 0 . 6
E a s t  F e l i c i a n a 2 1 . 3 1 0 . 5 3 0 . 9
E v a n g e 1 i n e 2 1 . 3 1 0 . 5 3 0 . 9
F r a n k l i n 3 1 . 9 1 0 . 5 4 1 .2
Grant 1 0 . 6 2 1 . 1
( C o n t i n u e d )
3 0 . 9
TABLE VI ( C o n t in u e d )
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Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
No, P e r  C ent No. P e r  C e n t No. P er  Cent
I b e r i a 1 0 . 6 5 2 . 7 6 1 . 7
I b e r v i l l e 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 5 1 0 . 3
J a c k s o n 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 5 1 0 . 3
J e f f e r s o n 1 0 . 6 19 10 .  2 20 5 . 8
J e f f e r s o n  D a v i s 3 1 . 9 0 0 . 0 3 0 . 9
L a f a y e t t e 1 0 . 6 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 3
L a f o u r c h e 2 1 . 3 1 0 . 5 3 0 . 9
L a S a l l e 4 2 . 5 0 0 . 0 4 1 . 2
L i n c o I n 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0
L i v i n g s  t o n 2 1 . 3 3 1 . 6 5 1 . 5
M adison 6 3 . 8 0 0 , 0 6 1 . 7
M oreh ouse 1 0 . 6 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 3
N a t c h i t o c h e s 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 5 1 0 . 3
O r l e a n s 2 1 . 3 18 9 . 7 20 5 . 8
O u a c h i t a 3 1 . 9 2 1 .1 5 1. 5
P l a q u e m i n e s 1 0 . 6 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 3
P o i n t e  Coupee 5 3 . 2 3 1 . 6 8 2 . 3
R a p i d e s 8 5 .  1 7 3 . 8 15 4 . 4
Red R i v e r 1 0 . 6 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 3
R i c h l a n d 3 1 . 9 0 0 . 0 3 0 . 9
S a b i n e 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 5 1 0 . 3
S t .  B e r n a r d 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 5  1 
( C o n t i n u e d )
0 . 3
TABLE VI ( C o n t in u e d )
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Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
No. P e r  C e n t No.  P er  C e n t No. P e r  Cent
S t .  C h a r l e s 1 0 . 6 1 0 . 5 2 0 . 6
S t .  H e l e n a 3 1 . 9 0 0 . 0 3 0 . 9
S t .  J ame s 4 2 . 5 2 1 . 1 6 1 .7
S t .  J o h n 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 5 1 0 . 3
S t .  Landry 3 1 . 9 4 2 . 2 7 2 . 0
S t .  M a r t i n 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 5 1 0 . 3
S t .  Mary I 0 . 6 1 0 . 5 2 0 . 6
S t .  Tammany 4 2 . 5 4 2 . 2 8 2 . 3
T a n g i p a h o a 5 3 . 2 5 2 . 7 10 2 . 9
T e n s a s 4 2 . 5 1 0 . 5 5 1 . 5
T e r r e b o n n e 0 0 . 0 4 2 . 2 4 1 .2
Union 1 0 . 6 1 0 . 5 2 0 . 6
V e r m i1 1 i o n 3 1 . 9 1 0 . 5 4 1. 2
Vernon 2 1 . 3 0 0 . 0 2 0 . 6
W a s h i n g t o n 11 7 . 0 3 1 . 6 14 4 . 1
Webs t e r 2 1 . 3 0 0 . 0 2 0 . 6
West  B a t o n  Rouge 2 1 . 3 0 0 . 0 2 0 . 6
West  C a r r o l l 1 0 6 0 0 . 0 1 0 .  3
West  F e l i c i a n a 2 1 . 3 0 0 . 0 2 0 . 6
Winn 0 0 . 0 3 1 . 6 3 0 . 9
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p r o v i d e d  o n e  r e s p o n d e n t  e a c h .  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  p o s s i b l e  a r e a s  f o r  i n ­
c r e a s e d  r e c r u i t i n g  and p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
a v a i l a b l e  I n  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .
O nly  t h r e e  p a r i s h e s  ( E a s t  B a t o n  R o u g e ,  15;  A v o y e l l e s ,  11;  Wash­
i n g t o n ,  11)  p r o v i d e d  more t h a n  e i g h t  r e s p o n d e n t s  w i t h  a farm  b a c k g r o u n d .  
T h e s e  t h r e e  p a r i s h e s  p r o v i d e d  2 3 . 6  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm  s a m p l e  w h i l e  
12 p a r i s h e s  had  no  farm  r e s p o n d e n t s .  O ver  h a l f  ( 5 4 . 8  p e r  c e n t )  o f  
t h e  n o n f a r m  L o u i s i a n a  r e s p o n d e n t s  came from  t h r e e  p a r i s h e s  - -  E a s t  
B a t o n  R o u g e ,  J e f f e r s o n ,  and O r l e a n s .  T h er e  w e r e  24 p a r i s h e s  w i t h o u t  
a n o n f a r m  r e s p o n d e n t .
I t  was f o u n d  t h a t  1 3 . 7  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  from  
some s t a t e  o t h e r  t h a n  L o u i s i a n a .  An a l p h a b e t i c a l  l ' . s t  o f  t h e  home 
s t a t e s  ( e x c l u d i n g  L o u i s i a n a )  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b l e  
V I I .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  L o u i s i a n a  t h e r e  w e r e  19 s t a t e s  and W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C. 
r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  A n o n f a r m  b a c k g r o u n d  was  c o n c l u d e d  f o r  
8 7 . 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  o u t  o f  s t a t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s .  The n e i g h b o r ­
i n g  s t a t e  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  r e p r e s e n t e d  2 0 . 7  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  o u t  o f  s t a t e  
s a m p l e .  O t h e r  m a j o r  s t a t e s  w e r e :  A la b a m a ,  A r k a n s a s ,  New J e r s e y ,  New
Y o r k ,  and T e x a s .
B a c k g r o u n d  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  Farm and Nonfarm S t u d e n t s
A ge s  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  T a b l e  V I I I  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
s t u d e n t s 1 t y p e  o f  b a c k g r o u n d .  T h e r e  w e r e  8 . 1  and 1 2 . 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
farm  and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  who w e r e  o v e r  22 y e a r s  o f  a g e .
The c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  was  f o r m u l a t e d  t o  t e s t  t h e  n u l l  
h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  a g e s  o f
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TABLE V II 
HOME STATE OF STUDENTS
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
S t a t e No. Pe r  Cent No. P e r  Cent No. Per  Cent
Alabama 0 0 . 0 5 9 . 8 5 8 . 6
A r k a n sa s I 1 4 . 3 4 7 . 8 5 8 . 6
C a l i f o r n i a 0 0 . 0 2 3 . 9 2 3 . 4
C o n n e c t i c u t 0 0 . 0 1 2 . 0 1 1 . 7
F l o r i d a 0 0 . 0 3 5 . 9 3 5 . 2
G e o r g i a 0 0 . 0 1 2 . 0 1 1 . 7
I l l i n o t s 0 0 . 0 2 3 . 9 2 3 . 4
K en tucky 1 1 4 . 3 1 2 . 0 OL - 3 . 4
Maryland 0 0 . 0 1 2 . 0 1 1 . 7
M in n e s o t a 0 0 . 0 1 2 . 0 1 1 . 7
M i s s i s s i p p i 2 2 8 . 6  10 1 9 . 6 12 2 0 .  7
M i s s o u r i 0 0 . 0 3 5 . 9 3 5 . 2
N e b r a s k a 0 0 . 0 1 2 . 0 1 1 . 7
New J e r s e y 2 2 8 . 6 3 5 . 9 5 8 . 6
New Mexico 0 0 . 0 1 2 . 0 1 1 . 7
New York 1 14. 3 3 5 . 9 4 6 . 9
Ohio 0 0 . 0 2 3 . 9 2 3 . 4
T e n n e s s e e 0 0 . 0 1 2 . 0 1 1 . 7
T e x a s 0 0 . 0 5 9 . 8 5 8 . 6
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C. 0 0 . 0 1 2 . 0 I 1 . 7
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TABLE V I I I  
STUDENTS* AGE BY BACKGROUND
Farm  Nonfarm  T o t a l
Age No. P e r  C e n t No. P e r  C e n t No. P e r  Ce
17 16 9 . 3 19 7 . 5 35 8 . 3
18 30 1 7 . 4 58 2 3 . 0 68 2 0 .  8
19 21 1 2 . 2 29 1 1 . 5 50 1 1 . 8
20 33 1 9 . 2 34 1 3 . 5 67 1 5 . 8
21 38 2 2 .  1 47 1 8 . 7 85 2 0 . 0
22 18 10 .  5 31 1 2 . 3 4 9 1 1 . 6
23 3 1 . 7 9 3 . 6 12 2 . 8
24 2 1 . 2 6 2 . 4 8 1 . 9
Over  25 9 5 . 2 15 6 . 0 24 5 . 7
No r e s p o n s e 2 1 . 2 4 1 . 6 6 1 . 4
t h e  farm and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s . The c h i - s q u a r e  v a l u e  c a u s e d  t h e  a c c e p ­
t a n c e  o f  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  w h i c h  m ean t  t h a t  t h e  farm and nonfarm  
r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  a b o u t  t h e  same a g e .
An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  a g e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s c h o o l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  was  
c o n d u c t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  T a b l e  IX.  T h e s e  d a t a  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  more  
t h a n  90 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  b e g a n  t h e i r  c o l l e g i a t e  s t u d y  t h e  
y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  g r a d u a t i o n  from h i g h  s c h o o l .  Ages  1 7 t 1 8 ,  and 19
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TABLE IX
STUDENTS * AGE BY SCHOOL CLASSIFICATION
Sophomore  
Freshm an  & J u n i o r S e n i o r
Aae No. P e r  C e n t  No,  P e r  C ent No.  P e r  C ent
17 35 2 5 . 5 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0
18 8 0 5 8 . 4 8 4 . 5 0 0 . 0
19 14 1 0 , 2 36 2 0 . 2 0 0 . 0
20 3 2 . 2 60 3 3 . 7 4 3 . 7
21 2 1 . 5 4 4
r-.
C
M 39 3 5 . 8
22 2 1 . 5 10 5 . 6 37 3 3 . 9
23 1 0 . 7 2 1 . 1 9 8 . 3
24 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 6 7 6 . 4
Over  25 0 0 . 0 12 6 . 7 12 1 1 . 0
No r e s p o n s e 0 0 . 0 5 2 . 8 1 0 . 9
4 0
r e p r e s e n t e d  9 4 . 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  f r e s h m e n  c l a s s  w h i l e  7 8 . 6  p e r  c e n t  o f  
t h e  s o p h o m o r e s  and  j u n i o r s  w e r e  i n  t h e  1 9 ,  2 0 ,  and  21 a g e  g r o u p .  
S e v e n t y - e i g h t  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s e n i o r s  w e r e  e i t h e r  21 o r  22 y e a r s  o l d .
What I s  t h e  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s ?  I t  s h o u l d  
be n o t e d  i n  T a b l e  X t h a t  8 0 . 4  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  s i n g l e  
w i t h  a s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t i n g  
t h e i r  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  a s  b e i n g  s i n g l e .  T h e r e  w e r e  1 9 . 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
r e s p o n d e n t s  who w e r e  m a r r i e d .  The p e r  c e n t  o f  farm  and  n o n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  
who m a r r i e d  d u r i n g  c o l l e g e  was  a l m o s t  i d e n t i c a l  w h i l e  n i n e  farm r e s p o n ­
d e n t s  and  s i x  n o n f a r m  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  b e i n g  m a r r i e d  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  
c o l l e g e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  c h i - s q u a r e  v a l u e  o f  2 . 4 1 4  c a u s e d  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  
o f  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e r e  I s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  
m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  farm  and  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s .
TABLE X 
STUDENTS' MARITAL STATUS
M a r i t a l  S t a t u s
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
No. P e r  C ent N o . P e r  C e n t No. P e r  Cent
S i n g l e 136 7 9 . 1 205 8 1 .  3 341 8 0 . 4
M a r r i e d  b e f o r e c o 1 l e g e 9 5 . 2 6 2 . 4 15 3 . 5
M a r r i e d  d u r i n g c o l l e g e 27 1 5 . 7 4 0 1 5 . 9 67 1 5 . 8
No r e s p o n s e 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 4 1 0 . 2
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P a r e n t a l  o c c u p a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  w e r e  t a b u l a t e d  I n  F i g u r e  1 t o  e s t a b ­
l i s h  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p a r e n t s  i n  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  o f  w o r k .  The o c c u p a ­
t i o n a l  l e v e l  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  r e p o r t e d  f o r  f a t h e r s  was t h e  
s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  and tarm c a t e g o r y  w i t h  33 p e r  c e n t .  O th e r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  
l e v e l s  f o r  f a t h e r s  i n  d e s c e n d i n g  o r d e r  w e r e :  p r o f e s s i o n a l ;  c l e r i c a l ,
s a l e s ,  and t e c h n i c a l ;  s k i l l e d ;  m i s c e l l a n e o u s ;  b u s i n e s s  e x e c u t i v e ;  s e m i ­
s k i l l e d ;  and  u n s k i l l e d .  Only  5 . 2  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  
a s  s e m i s k i l l e d  o r  u n s k i l l e d  w h i l e  1 5 . 8  p e r  c e n t  w e r e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  
p r o f e s s i o n a l .
The o c c u p a t i o n a l  p r e s t i g e  o f  m o t h e r s  e x c e e d e d  f a t h e r s  o n l y  i n  t h e  
c a t e g o r y  o f  c l e r i c a l ,  s a l e s ,  and t e c h n i c a l  w o r k e r s .  The c l e r i c a l  and 
s a l e s  group  c o n t a i n e d  1 4 , 2  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  and  1 5 . 6  p e r  c e n t  o f  
t h e  m o t h e r s  w h i c h  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  number o f  m o t h e r s  
d o i n g  s e c r e t a r i a l  w o r k .  A h i g h  o f  6 8 . 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  m o t h e r s  w e r e  r e ­
p o r t e d  a s  a " h o u s e w i f e . "  T h e s e  d a t a  s u p p o r t  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  f a t h e r  
a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  wage  e a r n e r .
D a ta  i n  T a b le  Xi a r e  a summary o f  t h e  f a t h e r s '  ( o r  g u a r d i a n s ' )  
g r o s s  a n n u a l  income a s  r e p o r t e d  by t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s .  O n ly  1 0 . 4  p e r  c e n t  
o f  a l l  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  f a t h e r s  w i t h  a g r o s s  a n n u a l  income o f  l e s s  
t h a n  $ 5 , 0 0 0  w h i l e  t h e r e  w e r e  2 0 . 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  i n  t h e  c a t e ­
g o r y  o f  o v e r  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 .  F a t h e r s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  an  a n n u a l  g r o s s  
in c om e  o f  o v e r  $ 1 1 , 0 0 0  by 4 3 . 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  f r e s h m e n ,  3 7 . 6  p e r  c e n t  
o f  the  s o p h o m o r e s  and j u n i o r s ,  and 3 6 . 7  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s e n i o r s .
The mean o f  t h e  f a t h e r s '  a n n u a l  g r o s s  incom e  was  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
$ 9 , 1 0 0  f o r  farm y o u t h  and a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 9 , 6 3 0  f o r  n o n f a r m  y o u t h .  The
O c c u p a t i o n a l  Leve l  
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Key: — Mother F ather
O c c u p a t i o n a l  L e v e l s
TABLE XI
FATHER'S (OR GUARDIAN'S) GROSS ANNUAL INCOME
Freshman Sophomore & J u n i o r S e n i o r T o t a l
Number Per  Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
F* N-F** F N-F N N-F
Under $ 3 , 0 0 0 4 0 2 . 9 3 2 2 . 8 4 1 4 . 6 14 3 . 3
$ 3 , 0 0 0  - $ 4 ,9 9 9 7 4 8 - 0 5 7 6 . 7 3 4 6 . 4 30 7 . 1
$ 5 , 0 0 0  - $ 6 , 9 9 9 5 9 1 0 . 2 11 7 1 0 .1 8 5 1 1 .9 45 1 0 .6
$ 7 , 0 0 0  - $ 8 ,9 9 9 1 13 1 0 ,2 11 18 1 6 .3 5 6 10. L 54 12 .7
$ 9 , 0 0 0  - $ 1 0 , 9 9 9 9 15 1 7 .5 2 20 1 2 .4 6 11 1 5 .6 63 1 4 .9
$ 1 1 , 0 0 0  - $ 1 2 , 9 9 9 3 16 1 3 . 9 11 10 1 1 .8 3 11 1 2 .8 54 12 .7
$ 1 3 , 0 0 0  - $ 1 4 , 9 9 9 3 8 8 . 0 1 9 5 . 6 1 3 3. 7 25 5 .9
Over $15 , 000 17 13 2 1 . 9 17 19 2 0 .2 11 11 2 0 .2 88 2 0 . 8
Does n o t app ly 2 7 6 . 6 7 10 9 . 6 3 6 8 . 3 35 8 . 3
No r e s p o n s e O' 1 0 . 7 7 1 4 . 5 2 5 6 . 4 16 3 . 8
*F « Farm 
**N-F * Nonfarm
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a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  was c a l c u l a t e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
i f  t h e r e  w e r e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  g r o s s  a n n u a l  in c o m e  o f  
t h e  f a t h e r s  o r  g u a r d i a n s  o f  farm  and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s .  The o b t a i n e d  
"F" v a l u e  o f  1 . 3 8 9  was  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  farm and n o n f a r m  s t u ­
d e n t s  i n  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s '  ( o r  g u a r d i a n s 1) g r o s s  a n n u a l  incom e  
was  a c c e p t e d .  I t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  g r o s s  incom e  f o r  f a r m e r s  and  
some b u s i n e s s m e n  i n c l u d e s  e x p e n s e s  o f  o p e r a t i o n  and i s  much l a r g e r  t h a n  
t h e  n e t  in c om e  o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s .
The e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  h e l d  by  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  p a r e n t s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  
i n  T a b l e  X II  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t y p e  o f  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  A p p r o x ­
i m a t e l y  o n e  h a l f  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  had a t  l e a s t  a t t e n d e d  c o l l e g e  o r  a 
v o c a t i o n a l  s c h o o l .  D a ta  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  m o t h e r s  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h i s  
s t u d y  had o b t a i n e d  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t h a n  t h e i r  f a t h e r s .  O n ly  
i n  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e  and p o s t g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  d i d  f a t h e r s  
e x c e e d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  h e l d  by m o t h e r s .
A p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 5 . 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  of  farm  y o u t h  had n o t  
a t t e n d e d  c o l l e g e  o r  v o c a t i o n a l  s c h o o l  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  3 9 . 6  p e r  c e n t  o f  
t h e  f a t h e r s  o f  n o n f a r m  y o u t h .  F i f t y - f o u r  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  y o u t h  
and 6 3 . 4  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm y o u t h  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  m o t h e r s  had n o t  
a t t e n d e d  c o l l e g e  o r  v o c a t i o n a l  s c h o o l .  A c o l l e g e  d e g r e e  was  h e l d  by  
m o t h e r s  o f  1 4 . 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm y o u t h  and 1 4 . 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
no n f a r m  y o u t h .
The p a r e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  w e r e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  
t h e  t y p e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  t e s t  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t
4 5
TABLE XII  
EDUCATIONAL LEVEL OF PARENTS
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
L e v e l No. Pe r  Cent No. P e r  C ent No. P e r  C ent
F a t h e r
Grammar s c h o o l  o r  l e s s 37 2 1 . 5 22 8 . 7 59 13 9
Some h i g h  s c h o o l 26 1 5 . 1 17 6 . 7 4 3 10. 1
High s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e 49 2 8 .  5 61 2 4 . 2 110 2 5 . 9
Some c o l l e g e ,  v o c a t i o n a l ,  
o r  b u s i n e s s  s c h o o l 26 15.  1 76 3 0 . 2 102 2 4 .  1
C o l l e g e  d e g r e e  
( B . A . , B. S.  ) 26 15.  1 48 1 9 . 0 74 1 7 . 5
P o s t g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e 7 4 .  1 28 1 1 . 1 35 8 . 3
No r e s p o n s e 1 0 . 6
Mother
0 0 . 0 1 0 .  2
Grammar s c h o o l  o r  l e s s 15 8 . 7 10 4 . 0 25 5 . 9
Some h i g h  s c h o o l 27 15.  7 ■>3 9.  1 50 1 1 . 8
High s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e 67 3 9 . 0 103 4 0 .  9 170 4 0 .  1
Some c o l l e g e ,  v o c a t i o n a l ,  
o r  b u s i n e s s  s c h o o l 33 1 9 . 2 73 2 9 . 0 106 2 5 . 0
C o l l e g e  d e g r e e  
(B .A .  , B .S .  ) 24 1 4 . 0 36 14 3 60 14. 2
P o s t g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e 1 0 . 6 4 1 , 6 5 1 . 2
No r e s p o n s e 5 2 . 9 3 1 . 2 8 1 . 9
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no a s s o c i a t i o n  e x i s t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  b a c k g r o u n d  and t h e  e d u c a ­
t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s . The c h i - s q u a r e  v a l u e s  f o r  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p s  w e r e  found  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  0 . 0 5  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  
m o t h e r s  and a t  t h e  0 . 0 1  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  f a t h e r s .  T h e s e  v a l u e s  
p e r m i t t e d  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s .  T h e r e  i s  an i n t e r a c t i o n  
b e t w e e n  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  t y p e  o f  b a c k g r o u n d  and t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  
p a r e n t s .  P a r e n t s  o f  no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  
e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  p a r e n t s  o f  farm s t u d e n t s .
F i g u r e  2 p r o v i d e s  a m e a s u r e  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  p a r e n t a l  e n c o u r a g e ­
ment f o r  c o n t i n u e d  e d u c a t i o n .  C o n t i n u e d  e d u c a t i o n  was  v a l u e d  h i g h l y  
by t h e  p a r e n t s  o f  b o t h  farm and no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s .  I t  was  r e p o r t e  d by 
8 0 . 4  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  t h a t  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  w e r e  " v e r y  e n c o u r a g ­
i n g . "  Only  1 . 4  p e r  c e n t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had r e c e i v e d ' h o  e n c o u r a g e m e n t "  
f rom t h e i r  p a r e n t s  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  e d u c a t i o n .
P a r e n t s  w e r e  " v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g "  c o n c e r n i n g  c o n t i n u e d  e d u c a t i o n  
f o r  8 2 . 6  p e r  c e n t  o f  farm y o u t h  and 7 9 . 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  n o n fa r m  y o u t h .  
" E n c o u r a g i n g "  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  s i m i l a r  by t h e  farm and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  
The " v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g "  and " e n c o u r a g i n g "  r e p l i e s  w e r e  c o m b in e d  f o r  farm  
s t u d e n t s  and a l s o  f o r  no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  s o  a s  t o  compare  w i t h  t h e  "no  
e n c o u r a g e m e n t "  r e s p o n s e s .  The c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t  c a u s e d  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  
farm and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  p a r e n t s '  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r  
c o n t i n u e d  e d u c a t i o n .
A f u r t h e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  home e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  3 . 4  s i b l i n g s  p e r  farm  s t u d e n t  and 3 . 2  s i b l i n g s
Per  Cent
E x t e n t  o f  P a r e n t a l  
Encouragement______
Very E n cou rag ing  
E n co u ra g in g  
No Encouragement  
Does Not Apply
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Key: ------ Farm (N-172)
  Nonfarm (N -2 5 2 )
F i g u r e  2. P a r e n t s '  Encouragement C on ce r n in g  E d u c a t io n
p e r  nonfarm s t u d e n t .  A c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  number o f  s i b l i n g s  f o r  t h e  
farm and nonfarm  s t u d e n t s  i s  shown i n  T a b le  X I I I .  Only 4 . 1  p e r  c e n t
o f  t h e  farm y o u t h  and 9 . 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  nonfarm  y o u t h  w e r e  an o n l y
c h i l d .  A h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  farm t h a n  nonfarm s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  
t h e i r  number o f  s i b l i n g s  t o  be 3,  5 ,  6 ,  and 8 .
The a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  t e s t  was c a l c u l a t e d  to  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  number o f  s i b l i n g s  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  t y p e  o f  b a c k ­
ground o f  s t u d e n t s .  T h ere  was no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  number 
of  s i b l i n g s  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  t y p e  o f  b ac k gr ou n d .  The n u l l  
h y p o t h e s i s  was a c c e p t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n
farm and nonfarm  s t u d e n t s  as  to  t h e  number o f  t h e i r  s i b l i n g s .




Number Per Cen Number Per  Cent
None 7 4 . 1 23 9 .  1
One 36 2 0 . 9 72 28 .  6
Two 34 1 9 . 8 54 2 1 . 4
Three 43 2 5 . 0 43 17. 1
Four 16 9 . 3 36 14.  3
F i v e 12 7 . 0 12 4 . 8
S i x 9 5 . 2 2 o 00
S e v e n 4 2 . 3 7 2 . 8
E i g h t 11 6 . 4 3 1. 2
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T a b l e  XIV shows  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  
g r a d u a t e d  from  h i g h  s c h o o l  w i t h  a c l a s s  o f  o v e r  2 0 0  s t u d e n t s  w h i l e  2 7 . 8  
p e r  c e n t  g r a d u a t e d  w i t h  a h i g h  s c h o o l  c l a s s  o f  l e s s  t h a n  51 members .  
T h e r e  was a  h i g h e r  p e r  c e n t  o f  farm s t u d e n t s  t n  a l l  c l a s s e s  w i t h  e n r o l l ­
m e n ts  u n d e r  150 i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h e  p e r  c e n t  o f  n o n f a r m  y o u t h .  A 
h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  n o n f a r m  y o u t h  was  f o u n d  w i t h  c l a s s e s  o f  o v e r  150  
p e o p l e .  The c l a s s  s i z e  mean was  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  60 f o r  t h e  farm  s t u d e n t s  
and a p p r o x i m a t e l y  115 f o r  t h e  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s .  T h e r e  was  a h i g h l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  t e s t  v a l u e  o b t a i n e d  f o r  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  do n o t  e x i s t  b e ­
tw een  farm and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e i r  h i g h  
s c h o o l  g r a d u a t i o n  c l a s s e s . Non farm s t u d e n t s  g r a d u a t e d  w i t h  a s i g n i f i ­
c a n t l y  l a r g e r  c l a s s  i n  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  farm s t u d e n t s .
TABLE XIV
SIZE OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATING CLASS
C l a s s  S i z e
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
No . Per  Cent No. Pe r  Cent N o . P e r  C ent
1 - 25 34 1 9 . 8 14 5 . 6 48 1 1 3
26 - 50 44 2 5 . 6 26 1 0 . 3 70 1 6 . 5
51 - 75 19 1 1 . 0 17 6 . 7 36 8 . 5
76 - 100 27 1 5 . 7 26 10 .  3 53 1 2 . 5
101 - 150 18 10.  5 21 8 . 3 39 9 . 2
151 - 200 7 4 . 1 25 9 . 9 32 7 . 5
Over  200 23 1 3 . 4 122 4 8 . 4 145 3 4 .  2
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An a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  d a t a  i n  T a b l e  XV r e v e a l e d  t h a t  6 5 . 1  p e r  c e n t  
o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had n o t  t a k e n  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l ­
t u r e  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l .  V o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  was  s t u d i e d  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  
i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  by 6 0 . 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  148 s t u d e n t s  who r e p o r t e d  t o  
h a v e  s t u d i e d  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l .  Only  1 4 . 4  p e r  c e n t  
o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  y o u t h  and 6 2 . 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm y o u t h  had e n r o l l e d  
i n  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l .  Of t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  who s t u d i e d  
v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  7 7 . 7  p e r  c e n t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
h i g h  s c h o o l  c o u r s e  had h e l p e d  them i n  c o l l e g e .  I t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  
t h a t  many o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  may h a v e  a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l s  t h a t  d i d  n o t  
o f f e r  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e .
TABLE XV
VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE IN HIGH SCHOOL
Number o f  Y e a r s
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
No. P e r  C e n t No P e r  Cent No. P e r  C e n t
None 62 3 6 . 0 214 00 ■P' 276 6 5 .  1
One 10 5 . 8 11 4 . 4 21 5 . 0
Two 1 1 6 . 4 3 1 . 2 14 3. 3
T h re e 13 7 . 6 7 2 . 8 20 4 . 7
F o i r 74 4 3 . 0 15 6 . 0 89 2 1 . 0
No R e s p o n s e 2 1 . 2 2 o 00 4 0 . 9
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The a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  was c o n d u c t e d  t o  com­
p a r e  t h e  number o f  y e a r s  t h a t  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  was s t u d i e d  by farm 
and nonfarm s t u d e n t s  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l .  The mean number o f  y e a r s  o f  v o c a ­
t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  was 2 . 1 3  f o r  t h e  172 farm s t u d e n t s  and 0 . 3 8  f o r  th e  
252 nonfarm  s t u d e n t s .  The o b t a i n e d  MF" v a l u e  was h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  was r e j e c t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  farm and nonfarm s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  number o f  y e a r s  t h a t  
t h e y  s t u d i e d  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l . The s t u d e n t  w i t h  a 
farm bac k gr ou n d  had s t u d i e d  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  s i g n i f i ­
c a n t l y  more than t h e  s t u d e n t  w i t h  a nonfarm  b a c k g r o u n d .  V o c a t i o n a l  
a g r i c u l t u r e  may not  have  b e e n  a v a i l a b l e  i n  many o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  a t t e n d e d  
bv t h e  nonfarm  s t u d e n t s .
S c h o o l  En v ir on m e n t  and A c t i v i t i e s
I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n f l u e n c e s  s t u d e n t  
e d u c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e s .  The A m e r ic an  s c h o o l  h a s  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  many 
y e a r s  as  a f a v o r a b l e  i n f l u e n c e  upon t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  and o c c u p a t i o n a l  
v a l u e s  and g o a l s  o f  y o u t h .  The s c h o o l  i n f l u e n c e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  germane  
t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  o c c u p a t i o n a 1 s u c c e s s  i s  g e n e r a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  e d u c a -  
t i o n a l  a c h i e v e m e n t .
I t  i s  u s u a l l y  assumed t h a t  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  h a s  an im p o r t a n t  i n f l u e n c e  on s t u d e n t s '  e a r l y  v o c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e s  
T a b le  XVI g i v e s  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
as  r e p o r t e d  by t h e  farm and nonfarm  s t u d e n t s .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  shows  
t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  20 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e g a r d e d  t h e i r  
s c h o o l s ’ a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  p o o r .  F i f t y
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TABLE XVI
AVAILABILITY OF OCCUPATIONAL INFORMATION IN HIGH SCHOOL
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
No. P e r  C ent No.  P e r  C ent No. P e r  Cent
E x c e 1 l e n t 22 1 2 . 8 36 14 .  3 58 1 3 . 7
Good 63 3 6 . 6 112 4 4 . 4 175 41 . 3
F a i r 50 2 9 .  1 51 2 0 .  2 101 2 3 . 8
P oor 36 2 0 . 9 4 6 18 .  3 82 19.  3
No r e s p o n s e 1 0 . 6 7 2 . 8 8 1 . 9
p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm s t u d e n t s  and 3 8 . 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  
r e p o r t e d  t h e i r  s c h o o l ' s  o c c u p a t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  e i t h e r  f a i r  or  
p o o r .  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  an a r e a  n e e d i n g  im p r ove m en t  by h i g h  s c h o o l  and 
c o l l e g e  p e r s o n n e l .  C o l l e g i a t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p e r s o n n e l  s h o u l d  s e n d  more  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  o c c u p a t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l s .  The h i g h  
s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s  s h o u l d  make t h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  a t  l e a s t  by t h e  j u n i o r  h i g h  l e v e l  and p r e f e r a b l y  
some i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  grammar s c h o o l  l e v e l s .
D ata  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  7 9 . 2  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  g r a d u a t e d  
from a p u b l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l  w h i l e  1 9 . 4  p e r  c e n t  g r a d u a t e d  from a p r i v a t e  
h i  gh s c h o o 1.
The h i g h  s c h o o l  a c a d e m i c  r e c o r d  u s u a l l y  g i v e s  an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  
f u t u r e  e d u c a t i o n a l  and o c c u p a t i o n a l  a t t a i n m e n t .  Over  90 p e r  c e n t  o f  
t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  e i t h e r  a "B" o r  "C" a v e r a g e  g r a d e  In h i g h  
s c h o o l .  O n ly  1 . 2  p e r  c e r t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  a ” D" a v e r a g e
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g r a d e  In h i g h  s c h o o l .  F i g u r e  3 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  farm  s t u d e n t s  t e n d  
t o  h a v e  a  h i g h e r  s c h o l a s t i c  r e c o r d  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  
t h e  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s .  I t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  5 0 . 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
n o n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  a "C" a v e r a g e  w h i l e  o n l y  3 7 . 2  p e r  c e n t  o f  
t h e  farm s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  a "C" a v e r a g e  g r a d e  on h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d y .
Farm y o u t h  o u t r a n k  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  p e r c e n t a g e - w i s e  w i t h  b o t h  a v e r ­
a g e s  o f  "A” and "B" i n  h i g h  s c h o o l .
The h i g h  s c h o o l  mean g r a d e  a v e r a g e  was  2 . 7 2  f o r  farm s t u d e n t s  
and 2 . 4 8  f o r  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s .  The n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  no d i f f e r e n c e  
e x i s t s  i n  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e s  o f  farm and  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  
w as  r e j e c t e d  by t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  t e s t .  Farm s t u d e n t s  had a 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  g r a d e  a v e r a g e  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  t h a n  no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s .
E x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  s c h o o l - s p o n s o r e d  e x t e n s i o n s  o f  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  program s  and a r e  u s u a l l y  c o n d u c t e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  o r g a n i z e d  
c l a s s r o o m  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a s s i s t  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  c i t i z e n ­
s h i p  and l e a d e r s h i p  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h a v i n g  an  i n f l u e n c e  on c u r r i c u l a  
d e c i s i o n s .  The s t u d e n t s  w e r e  com p ared  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
w h i c h  t h e y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  w h i l e  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l .  T a b l e  XVII g i v e s  a  
summary o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .
I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t c  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  p e r  c e n t  o f  farm s t u d e n t s  
e x c e e d e d  t h e  p e r  c e n t  o f  no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  i n  a l l  l i s t e d  a c t i v i t i e s .
F i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm s t u d e n t s  had b e e n  p r e s i d e n t  o f  one  o r  more  
h i g h  s c h o o l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  27 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  
s t u d e n t s .  I n  t h e  two c a t e g o r i e s  o f :  ( 1 )  s t a t e  f a r m e r  d e g r e e  and ( 2 )
member o f  s t a t e  w i n n i n g  j u d g i n g  team ,  t h e  low p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  n o n f a r m
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ACTIVITIES IN WHICH STUDENTS PARTICIPATED WHILE IN HIGH SCHOOL
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
A c t i v i t v No.  P e r  C ent No,  P e r  C e n t No. P e r  C ent
P r e s i d e n t  o f  o n e  o r
more o r g a n i z a t i o n 86 5 0 . 0 68 2 7 . 0 154 36 .  3
S t a t e  o r  r e g i o n a l  s p e e c h  
o r  d e b a t e  c o n t e s t 41 2 3 . 8 22 8 . 7 63 14. 9
V a r s i t y  l e t t e r  i n  
s p o r t s 85 4 9 . 4 112 4 4 . 4 197 4 6 . 5
N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  
F o u n d a t i o n 4 2 . 3 5 2 . 0 9 2. 1
Member o f  s t a t e  w i n n i n g  
j u d g i n g  team 4 8 2 7 . 9 8 3 . 2 56 1 3 . 2
S t a t e  Farmer D e g r e e 4 3 2 5 . 0 8 3 . 2 51 1 2 . 0
M i s c e l l a n e o u s 65 3 7 . 8 55 2 1 . 8 120 28 .  3
s t u d e n t s  c o u l d  be  e x p e c t e d  s i n c e  o n l y  15 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  y o u t h  
had b e e n  e n r o l l e d  I n  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  I n  h i g h  s c h o o l .  Farm 
y o u t h  a l s o  had more o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a  s p e e c h  or  
d e b a t e  c o n t e s t  s i n c e  a  h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  farm s t u d e n t s  b e l o n g e d  
t o  t h e  F u t u r e  F arm ers  o f  A m e r ic a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  
no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s .
A c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  farm  and  n o n fa r m  b o y s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  number  
o f  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  F u t u r e  F a n n e r s  o f  A m e r ic a  ( F . F . A . )  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b l e  X V I I I .  As m i g h t  be e x p e c t e d ,  a  h i g h  o f  
8 7 . 7  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  no F . F . A ,  e x p e r i e n c e .  A 
h i g h  o f  4 0 . 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  no F . F . A .  e x p e r i e n c e .
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TABLE XVIII  
NUMBER Or’ YEARS OF F . F . A .  EXPERIENCE
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
Y e a r s  E x p e r i e n c e No. P e r  C e n t No. P e r  C e n t No. P e r  Cent
None 69 4 0 .  1 221 8 7 .  7 290 6 8 . 4
One 6 3 . 5 8 3 . 2 14 3 . 3
Two 13 7 . 6 3 1 . 2 16 3 . 8
T h re e 11 6 . 4 6 2 . 4 17 4 . 0
Four 64 37 . 2 11 4 . 4 75 1 7 . 7
More t h a n  f o u r 9 5 . 2 3 1. 2 12 2 . 8
T h e r e f o r e ,  f o u r  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm s t u d e n t s  w e r e  e n r o l l e d  i n  v o c a t i o n a l  
a g r i c u l t u r e  and  w e r e  n o t  an  F . F . A .  member.  O ver  two t h i r d s  o f  t h e  
farm y o u t h  who b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  F . F . A .  had d on e  s o  f o r  f o u r  o r  more  
y e a r s .  L e s s  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  n o n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  F . F . A .  e x p e r i e n c e  
had b e l o n g e d  f o r  f o u r  o r  more y e a r s .
An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  4-H r e c o r d  i n  T a b l e  XIX show s  t h a t  a p p r o x i ­
m a t e l y  70 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm r e s p o n d e n t s  and 23 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
n o n f a r m  r e s p o n d e n t s  had a t  l e a s t  one  y e a r  o f  4-H e x p e r i e n c e .  T h i s  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a b o u t  10 p e r  c e n t  more o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  had b e e n  4-H  
members i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  F . F . A ,  m e m b e r s h ip .  Farm y o u t h  e x c e e d e d  t h e i r  
n o n fa r m  c l a s s m a t e s  i n  t h e  number o f  y e a r s  o f  4 -H  e x p e r i e n c e .
Did  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n t i n u e  i n  
t h e  c o l l e g i a t e  l i f e  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s ?  T a b l e  XX g i v e s  a  summary o f  




YEARS OF 4 - H EXPERIENCE
Fann Nonfarm T o t a l
Y e a r s  E x p e r i e n c e No. P e r  C e n t No P e r  C ent No. P er  C e n t
None 52 3 0 .  2 195 7 7 . 4 247 5 8 .  3
One 5 2 . 9 13 5 . 2 18 4 . 2
Two 20 1 1 . 6 11 4 . 4 31 7 . 3
T h re e 20 1 1 . 6 12 4 . 8 32 7 . 5
Four 13 7 . 6 7 2 . 8 20 4 . 7
More t h a n  f o u r 62 3 6 . 0 14 5 . 6 76 1 7 . 9
TABLE XX 
STUDENT ACTIVITIES IN COLLEGE
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
A c t i v i t y No. P e r  C e n t No. P e r  C e n t No. P e r  Cent
A g r i c u l t u r a l  c l u b ( s )  
e x c e p t  F . F . A , 72 4 1 . 9 65 2 5 . 8 137 3 2 .  3
F r a t e r n i t y 31 1 8 . 0 68 2 7 . 0 99 2 3 . 3
R e l i g i o u s  c e n t e r 32 1 8 . 6 35 1 3 . 9 67 1 5 . 8
V a r l s t y  a t h l e t i c s 11 6.  4 22 8 . 7 33 7 . 8
S t u d e n t  g o v e r n m e n t 11 6 . 4 10 4 . 0 21 4 . 9
L . S . U .  F . F . A .  C h a p t e r 11 6 . 4 3 1 . 2 14 3.  3
M i s c e l l a n e o u s 21 1 2 . 2 25 9 . 9 4 6 1 0 . 8
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o n e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  b e l o n g e d  t o  some t y p e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c l u b ( s ) .  Nonfarm  s t u d e n t s  r an k e d  h i g h e r  t h a n  fa r m  s t u d e n t s  I n  o n l y  
two c a t e g o r i e s ,  n a m e l y  f r a t e r n i t i e s  and  v a r s i t y  a t h l e t i c s .
A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  c o l l e g i a t e  a c t i v i t y  o f  s t u d e n t s  i s  t h a t  o f  
s t u d e n t  J o b s .  D a t a  i n  T a b l e  XXI r e v e a l  t h a t  6 4 . 2  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  w e r e  n o t  w o r k i n g  w h i l e  I n  s c h o o l  d u r i n g  t h e  F a l l  S e m e s t e r .  
One t h i r d  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  r e s p o n d e n t s  and a p p r o x i m a t e l y  two f i f t h s  
o f  t h e  farm  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  e m p l o y e d .  Of t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  e m p l o y e d ,  
2 2 . 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  fa r m  and 2 6 . 2  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n fa r m  r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  w o r k i n g  25 h o u r s  o r  more  p e r  w e e k .
TABLE XXI
COLLEGIATE EMPLOYMENT OF STUDENTS
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
Hours  p e r  w e e k No. P e r  C e n t No. Per  C e n t No. P e r  C e n t
None 104 6 0 . 5 168 6 6 .  7 272 6 4 . 2
1 -  6 1 L .5 3 3 . 6 4 2 . 6
7 -  12 18 2 6 . 5 15 1 7 . 9 33 2 1 . 7
13 -  18 15 22 .  1 24 2 8 . 6 39 2 5 .  7
19 -  24 16 2 6 . 5 17 2 0 . 2 35 2 3 . 0
25 -  30 11 1 6 . 2 14 16.  7 25 1 6 . 4
O v er  30 4 5 . 9 8 9 . 5 12 7 . 9
Unknown 1 1 . 5 3 3 . 6 4 2 . 6
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An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  number o f  h o u r s  w or k e d  p e r  w e e k  by a l l  
e m p l o y e d  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  2 5 . 7  p e r  c e n t  had w or k e d  from 13 
t o  18 h o u r s ,  2 3 . 0  p e r  c e n t  f rom  19 t o  24 h o u r s ,  2 1 . 7  p e r  c e n t  from  
7 t o  12 h o u r s ,  and  1 6 . 4  p e r  c e n t  from 25 t o  30 h o u r s .  O n ly  12 s t u d e n t s  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o r k e d  more  t h a n  30 h o u r s  p e r  w e e k .
About  43  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h o s e  e m p lo y e d  had a  j o b  w h i c h  d e a l t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  o f  s t u d y  w h e r e a s  3 8 . 2  p e r  c e n t  had  
a j o b  w h i c h  was n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .  T h e r e  w e r e  1 5 . 8  p e r  c e n t  
who had an a g r i c u l t u r a l  j o b  t h a t  was n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  
o f  s t u d y .
An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  d a t a  i n  T a b l e  XXII i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
farm s t u d e n t s  t e n d  t o  h a v e  e m p lo y m e n t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  more  
s o  t h a n  t h e  no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s .  S t u d e n t  em plo ym ent  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  
t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l a  o f  s t u d y  was  r e p o r t e d  by 4 8 . 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  e m p lo y e d  
farm  y o u t h  and 3 8 . 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  e m p lo y e d  n o n f a r m  y o u t h .  I t  was  
found  t h a t  2 3 . 5  p e r  c e n t  and  9 . 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  e m p lo y e d  farm  and 
n o n f a r m  y o u t h  r e s p e c t i v e l y  had a g r i c u l t u r a l  j o b s  t h a t  d i d  n o t  d i r e c t l y  
i n v o l v e  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  o f  s t u d y .  T w e n t y - f i v e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  e m p lo y e d  
farm y o u t h  and a h i g h  o f  4 8 . 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  e m p lo y e d  n o n fa r m  y o u t h  
had j o b s  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .
F i n a n c i a l  a i d  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  e d u c a t i o n  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be a 
m a j o r  p r o b l e m  f o r  some s t u d e n t s .  The m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  c o l l e g e  f i n a n c e s  
i s  s u r a n a r iz c d  i n  T a b l e  XX 11I .  P a r e n t s  w e r e  i n d i c a t e d  t o  be t h e  p r i ­
mary f i n a n c i a l  s o u r c e  by 5 5 . 2  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  d u r i n g  
t h e i r  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e  and  by 3 7 . 3  p e r  c e n t  a f t e r  t h e  f r e s h ­
man y e a r .  S t u d e n t  em ploym ent  was t h e  m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  c o l l e g e  f i n a n c e s
60
TABLE XXII 
NATURE OF STUDENT EMPLOYMENT
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
Emulovment No. P e r  Cent No. P e r  C ent No . P e r  Cent
J o b  d e a l t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
w i t h  s t u d e n t ' s  m a jo r 33 4 8 . 5 32 3 8 .  1 65 4 2 . 8
A g r i c u l t u r a l  j o b  b u t  
n o t  i n  s t u d e n t ' s  
m a jo r 16 2 3 .  5 8 9 . 5 24 1 5 . 8
J o b  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  
a g r i c u l t u r e 17 2 5 . 0 41 4 8 . 8 58 38 .  2
No r e s p o n s e 2 2 . 9 3 3 . 6 5 3 . 3
f o r  1 8 . 2  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  and f o r  
3 4 . 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a f t e r  t h e  f r e s h m a n  y e a r .  P er  c e n t  o f  
s t u d e n t s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  a l l  f i n a n c i a l  s o u r c e  c a t e g o r i e s  e x c e p t  p a r e n t s  
a f t e r  t h e  f r e s h m a n  y e a r .  T h u s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  i f  a  p a r e n t  w o u l d  p r o ­
v i d e  h i s  s o n  w i t h  f i n a n c e s  f o r  one  y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e  s t u d y ,  t h e n  i t  i s  
v e r y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  c o u l d  a s s u m e  t h e  m a j o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
o f  f i n a n c e s  w i t h  a s t u d e n t  j o b ,  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  o r  some o t h e r  f i n a n c i a l  
m e a n s .
F i n a n c i a l  a i d  d u r i n g  t h e  f r e s h m a n  y e a r . A s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  farm s t u d e n t s  t h a n  t h e  nonfarm  s t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  s c h o l a r s h i p s  o r  l o a n s  w e r e  t h e  m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  t h e i r  c o l l e g e  f i ­
n a n c e s .  Over h a l f  o f  b o t h  farm and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
t h e i r  p a r e n t s  w e r e  t h e  m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  t h e i r  c o l l e g e  f i n a n c e s .  P a r e n t s  
w e r e  c om p ared  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  c o m b in e d  s o u r c e s  o f  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  by
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TABLE X X III  
STUDENTS' MAJOR SOURCE OF COLLEGE FINANCES
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
M aio r  S o u r c e No.  P e r  C e n t No. P e r  Cent No. Pe r  Cent
D u r in g  F re sh m a n  Y e a r
P a r e n t s 88 5 1 . 2 146 5 7 . 9 234 5 5 .  2
W ork ing 31 1 8 . 0 4 6 18.  3 77 18.  2
S c h o l a r s h i p s 23 1 3 . 4 15 6 . 0 38 9 . 0
B o r r o w i n g 8 4 . 7 8 3 . 2 16 3 . 8
O th e r 6 3 . 5 21 8 . 3 27 6 . 4
No r e s p o n s e 16 9 . 3 16 6 . 3 32 7 . 5
A f t e r Freshman Y ear
P a r e n t s 59 3 4 .  3 99 3 9 . 3 158 37 . 3
W orking 66 3 8 . 4 82 3 2 . 6 148 34.  9
S c h o l a r s h i p s 22 1 2 . 8 17 6 . 7 39 9 . 2
B o r r o w i n g 6 3 . 5 13 5 . 2 19 4 . 5
O th e r 10 5 . 8 30 1 1 . 9 40 9 . 4
No r e s p o n s e 9 5 . 2 11 4 , 4 20 4 .  7
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t h e  c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  w h i c h  w as  f o r m u l a t e d  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  
t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  
p a r e n t a l  a i d  o f  farm  and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  
o f  c o l l e g e . The t e s t  r e s u l t s  c a u s e d  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  n u l l  h y p o ­
t h e s i s  f o r  farm s t u d e n t s  and t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  
f o r  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s .  T h e r e  was no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  
t h e  p e r  c e n t  o f  farm s t u d e n t s  who r e l y  on  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  a s  t h e i r  m a jo r  
s o u r c e  o f  f i n a n c e s  and t h e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h o s e  who r e l y  on o t h e r  f i n a n ­
c i a l  s o u r c e s .  A s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  p e r  c e n t  o f  n o n f a r m  y o u t h  r e l y  
on t h e i r  p a r e n t s  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t h a n  t h e  p e r  c e n t  who r e l y  on  
o t h e r  f i n a n c i a l  s o u r c e s .
C h o o s i n g  a C u r r i c u l u m
The c h o i c e  o f  a c u r r i c u l u m  may be o n e  o f  t h e  m ost  i m p o r t a n t  
d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  c o n f r o n t s  a  p e r s o n .  When d i d  m ost  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  
s e l e c t  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a ?  T a b l e  XXIV g i v e s  a  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  farm  
and nonfarm  s t u d e n t s  a s  t o  when t h e y  r e p o r t e d  s e l e c t i n g  t h e i r  c u r r i c ­
u l a .  A h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  t h a n  farm s t u d e n t s  was  
found  i n  t h r e e  l e v e l s :  ( I )  1 1 t h  g r a d e ,  ( 2 )  a f t e r  h i g h  s c h o o l  bu t
b e f o r e  c o l l e g e ,  and ( 3 )  u n d e c i d e d  when e n r o l l i n g  a s  a c o l l e g e  f r e s h ­
man. A h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  farm s t u d e n t s  s e l e c t e d  t h e i r  c o l l e g e  
m a jo r  b e f o r e  t h e  1 1 t h  g r a d e  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h e  n o n fa r m  s t u d e n t .  
T h i s  f i n d i n g  i s  i n  d i s a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  F r e e h ' s  ( 7 8 : 5 0 )  s t u d y  w h i c h  
I n d i c a t e d  t h a t  farm y o u t h  s e l e c t e d  t h e i r  c o l l e g e  c u r r i c u l a  l a t e r  in  
h i g h  s c h o o l  t h a n  d i d  no n fa r m  y o u t h .
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TABLE XXIV
YEAR IN SCHOOL IN WHICH STUDENTS SELECTED THEIR COLLEGE CURRICULA
- Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
Y e a r No. P e r  C e n t No. P e r  C ent No. P e r  C ent
B e f o r e  7 t h  g r a d e 15 8 . 8 16 6 . 4 31 7 . 3
8 9 5 . 2 7 2 . 8 16 3 . 8
9 13 7 . 6 10 4 . 0 23 5 . 4
10 18 1 0 . 5 25 9 . 9 4 3 10 .  1
11 17 9 . 9 4 4 1 7 . 5 61 1 4 . 4
12 4 9 2 8 . 5 54 2 1 . 4 103 24 .  3
A f t e r  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  
b e f o r e  c o l l e g e 21 1 2 . 2 33 1 3 . 1 54 1 2 . 7
U n d e c i d e d  when e n r o l l ­
i n g  a s  c o l l e g e  
f r e s h m a n 29 1 6 . 9 60 2 3 . 8 89 2 1 . 0
I t  was  found  t h a t  o n e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  had n o t  s e l e c t e d  
t h e i r  c o l l e g e  c u r r i c u l a  upon  g r a d u a t i o n  from h i g h  s c h o o l .  T w e n t y - o n e  
p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  s t i l l  u n d e c i d e d  a s  t o  a c h o i c e  o f  
c u r r i c u l u m  when t h e y  e n r o l l e d  a s  a  c o l l e g e  f r e s h m a n .  Under  t h e  n u l l  
h y p o t h e s i s ,  i t  was  a s s u m e d  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  do n o t  e x i s t  
b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r  c e n t  o f  farm  and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  who w e r e  u n d e c i d e d  on  
a c u r r i c u l a  when t h e y  e n r o l l e d  as  c o l l e g e  f r e s h m e n . The h y p o t h e s i s  
was a c c e p t e d  s i n c e  t h e  c h i - s q u a r e  v a l u e  was n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  0 . 0 5  
l e v e l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e ,  A h i g h e r  p e r  c e n t  o f  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  t h a n  farm  
s t u d e n t s  w e r e  u n d e c i d e d  on  a  c h o i c e  o f  c u r r i c u l a  when t h e y  f i r s t  e n r o l l e d  
i n  c o l l e g e  but  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  was n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .
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How much I n f l u e n c e  d i d  p e r s o n s  h a v e  o n  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s  made by 
t h e  4 2 4  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e s p o n d e n t s ?  T a b l e  XXV s h o w s  how t h e  farm and  
n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  v a r i o u s  p e r s o n s .  I t  s h o u l d  
be n o t e d  t h a t  n o n f a r m  y o u t h  w e r e  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h a n  farm  y o u t h  i n  
t h e i r  r a t i n g s  o f  i n f l u e n c e .  P a r e n t s  w e r e  r a t e d  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  by 
b o t h  farm  and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s .
A c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t  was  c a l c u l a t e d  f o r  e a c h  c a t e g o r y  o f  p e r s o n s  
and t h i n g s  t o  t e s t  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  farm  and no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  a s  to  t h e  amount o f  
I n f l u e n c e  on c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s  by e a c h  c a t e g o r y  o f  p e r s o n s  and t h i n g s . 
The r e s p o n s e s  o f  b o t h  g r o u p s  o f  s t u d e n t s  d i f f e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in  
e i g h t  o f  t h e  n i n e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  p e r s o n s  a s  t e s t e d  by t h e  c h i - s q u a r e  
t e c h n i q u e .  The n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  was r e j e c t e d  f o r  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  
p e r s o n s  and t h i n g s  e x c e p t  " e m p l o y e r s . "  Farm s t u d e n t s  w e r e  found  to  
be i n f l u e n c e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more by e a c h  c a t e g o r y  o f  p e r s o n s  and t h i n g s  
w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  i n ­
f l u e n c e  t h a t  e m p l o y e r s  had on c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s  o f  farm and n o n f a r m  
s t u d e n t s .
Farm s t u d e n t s  r a t e d  a d u l t s  ( o t h e r  t h a n  p a r e n t s  o r  t e a c h e r s ) ,  
f r i e n d s ,  and  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h a t  o r d e r  a s  o f  g r e a t ­
e s t  i m p o r t a n c e  b u t  l e s s  s o  t h a n  p a r e n t s .  More t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  farm  
s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h e  o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  p e r s o n s  a s  h a v i n g  no i n f l u ­
e n c e  on  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s .  Farm s t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
e m p l o y e r s  w e r e  l e a s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  a f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  c h o i c e s  o f  c u r r i c ­
u l a  w h e r e a s  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  was  l i s t e d  a s  t h e  n e x t  l e a s t  
i n f l u e n t i a l  c a t e g o r y  o f  p e r s o n s .
TABLE XXV
INFLUENCE OF PERSONS ON CURRICULA CHOICES
Farm Nonfarm
Very Much Some None Very Much Some None
Per  Cent
P a r e n t s
A d u l t s  ( o t h e r  than p a r e n t s  or  t e a c h e r s )  
F r i e n d s
V o c a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r e  T e a c h e r s  
4-H l e a d e r  or a g e n t
T e a c h e r s  o t h e r  than v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e
High s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r
C o l l e g e  f a c u l t y  member
Employers
O th ers
3 4 . 3 4 6 .  5 1 9 .2 2 0 . 6 3 8 . 5 4 0 . 9
2 5 . 6 4 4 . 2 30 2 16 .7 3 8 . 9 4 4 . 4
1 0 .5 4 8 . 3 4 1 . 3 7 . 9 3 4 .1 5 7 . 9
2 5 . 0 2 7 . 9 4 7 . 1 4 . 0 7 . 1 8 8 . 5
1 5 .7 2 5 . 0 5 9 . 3 4 . 4 6 . 3 8 9 . 3
8 . 1 3 7 . 2 5 4 .7 4 . 0 18 .7 7 7 . 0
1 2 .2 26 .  7 6 1 . 0 5 . 2 1 8 .3 7 6 . 6
1 7 .4 3 2 . 0 5 0 . 6 1 1 .5 1 8 .3 7 0 .2
1 4 .0 23.  3 6 2 . 8 9 . 9 1 8 .7 7 1 . 0




Non farm s t u d e n t s  w e r e  q u i t e  s i m i l a r  t o  farm s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  
r a t i n g s  o f  p e o p l e  s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s  w e r e  r an k e d  i n  t h e  
same o r d e r  f o r  b o t h  g r o u p s .  C o l l e g e  f a c u l t y  member was  r an k e d  a s  t h e  
f o u r t h  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  c a t e g o r y  by no n fa r m  y o u t h .  More t h a n  h a l f  o f  
t h e  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  "no  i n f l u e n c e "  by a l l  b u t  two o f  t h e  
c a t e g o r i e s  o f  p e r s o n s ,  n a m e l y ,  p a r e n t s  and a d u l t s  ( o t h e r  t h a n  p a r e n t s  
o r  t e a c h e r s ) .  The c a t e g o r i e s  o f  4 -H  a g e n t  o r  l e a d e r  and v o c a t i o n a l  
a g r i c u l t u r e  t e a c h e r  r e c e i v e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  "no i n f l u e n c e "  
o n  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s  by n o n f a r m  y o u t h .  T h e s e  low r a t i n g s  c a n  be e x ­
p l a i n e d  p r i m a r i l y  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  l e s s  t h a n  23 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  nonfar m  
y o u t h  had 4 -H  e x p e r i e n c e  and o n l y  1 5 . 1  p e r  c e n t  had s t u d i e d  v o c a t i o n a l  
a g r i c u l t u r e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  one  y e a r .
What t h i n g s  o r  f a c t o r s  had s t u d e n t s  f o u n d  t o  be o f  i m p o r t a n c e  
i n  h e l p i n g  them c h o o s e  t h e i r  c o l l e g e  c u r r i c u l a ?  T a b l e  XXVI shows  how 
t h e  4 2 4  s t u d e n t s  r a n k e d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  on t h e i r  c h o i c e  
o f  c u r r i c u l a .  A h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  n o n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  t h a n  farm s t u ­
d e n t s  r a t e d  e a c h  o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  a s  h a v i n g  "no i n f l u e n c e "  on t h e i r  
c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s .  A s i g n i f i c a n t  c h i - s q u a r e  v a l u e  was fo u n d  t o  e x i s t  
a t  t h e  0 . 0 1  l e v e l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  b e t w e e n  farm and no n fa r m  y o u t h  on a l l  
f a c t o r s  e x c e p t  " p u b l i c a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a "  
w h i c h  was  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  0 . 0 5  l e v e l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e .  T h i s  means  
t h a t  t h e r e  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  r e p o r t e d  d e g r e e  o f  
i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  e a c h  o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  had on c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s  o f  t h e  
farm  and no n fa r m  y o u t h .  Farm y o u t h  r e p o r t e d  t o  be i n f l u e n c e d  more  
t h a n  n o n f a r m  y o u t h  i n  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  l i s t e d  f a c t o r s .
TABLE XXVI
OTHER INFLUENCES ON CURRICULA CHOICES
Farm Nonfarm
Very Much Some None Verv Much Some None
Per Cent
High s c h o o l  c o u r s e s  o t h e r  than Vo- Ag
V o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  c o u r s e
Rank i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  c l a s s
Employment e x p e r i e n c e s
Speech  ab ou t  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d / o r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c a r e e r s
P u b l i c a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c u r r i c u l a
P u b l i c a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r e  c a r e e r s  
V i s i t  t o  L .S .U .  Campus 
E x p e r i e n c e s  i n  the  F .F .A .
E x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  4-H 
High s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  
O th e r s
8 . 7 4 2 . 4 4 8 . 3 6 . 0 2 5 . 4 6 8 .7
3 4 . 9 1 8 .0 4 6 . 5 5 . 2 7 . 9 8 6 . 9
8 . 1 3 8 .4 5 2 . 3 2 . 8 2 1 . 8 7 5 . 4
4 0 . 1 3 2 . 0 27 .  3 3 0 . 6 2 2 . 6 4 6 . 8
1 3 .4 4 9 . 4 3 6 . 6 1 0 .3 2 5 . 0 6 4 . 3
1 4 ,5 5 2 . 3 3 2 . 6 1 3 .5 40 .  1 4 6 . 0
19 .2 5 2 . 9 2 7 . 3 17 . 1 38. 5 44 .0
1 4 . 5 4 0 .  1 4 4 . 8 8 . 3 2 0 . 2 7 1 . 0
2 6 . 2 2 2 .1 5 1 . 2 4 . 8 3 .2 9 1 . 3
2 7 . 3 2 8 . 5 43 6 4 . 8 9 . 5 8 5 . 3
8 . 7 4 1 . 3 4 8 , 8 5 . 6 1 4 .3 7 9 . 8
3 . 5 1 .2 9 4 . 2 8 . 7 0 . 4 9 0 . 5
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Farm y o u t h  r a t e d  e m p loym e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  t h e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  
f a c t o r  on t h e i r  c h o i c e  o f  c u r r i c u l a .  A h i g h  o f  4 0 . 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
farm  y o u t h  r a t e d  em p loym ent  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  h a v i n g  " v e r y  much" i n f l u ­
e n c e  on t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s .  V o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  c o u r s e  was  
s e c o n d  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  w i t h  3 4 . 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm y o u t h  r a t i n g  i t  
w i t h  " v e r y  much" i n f l u e n c e .
Over h a l f  o f  t h e  farm r e s p o n d e n t s  ( i n  o r d e r  o f  p e r  c e n t )  r a t e d  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a c t o r s  a s  h a v i n g  " v e r y  much" o r  "some" i n f l u e n c e  on  
t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s :  employm ent  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s  d e a l i n g
w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c a r e e r s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c u r r i c u l a ,  s p e e c h  a b o u t  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d / o r  c a r e e r s ,  4-H e x p e r i e n c e s ,  
v i s i t  t o  t h e  L . S . U .  campus ,  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  c o u r s e ,  h i g h  s c h o o l  
c o u r s e s  o t h e r  t h a n  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and h i g h  s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s .  
L e a s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  was  rank i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  c l a s s  w h ic h  had "no i n f l u ­
en c e "  on c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s  o f  5 2 . 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm s t u d e n t s .
Nonfarm y o u t h  w e r e  a g a i n  somewhat  s i m i l a r  i n  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s  
t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  f a c t o r s  upon c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s  a s  3 0 . 6  
p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  employm ent  e x p e r i e n c e s  
a s  h a v i n g  " v e r y  much" i n f l u e n c e  on  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s .  S e c o n d  
i n  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  " v e r y  much" i n f l u e n c e  was p u b l i c a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c a r e e r s .
O nly  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s  r e c e i v e d  a r a t i n g  o f  e i t h e r  " v e r y  much" 
o r  "some" i n f l u e n c e  by o v e r  f i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n fa r m  y o u t h .  In 
o r d e r  o f  p e r  c e n t  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s ,  t h e y  a r e :  p u b l i c a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c a r e e r s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a ,
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and e m p loym ent  e x p e r i e n c e s .  B e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e s t  p e r  c e n t  o f  
r e s p o n d e n t s ,  t h e  o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s  i n  rank o r d e r  are- s p e e c h  a b o u t  
a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d / o r  c a r e e r s ,  h i g h  s c h o o l  c o u r s e s  o t h e r  t h a n  v o c a t i o n a l  
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  v i s i t  t o  t h e  L . S . U .  c a m p u s ,  rank i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  c l a s s ,  
h i g h  s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and a v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  c o u r s e .  L e a s t  
i n f l u e n t i a l  w e r e  4 -H  and F . F . A .  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  may be e x p l a i n e d  by 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o n l y  2 2 . 6  p e r  c e n t  and 1 2 . 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  
r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  4 -H  and F . F . A ,  members r e s p e c t i v e l y .
A f u r t h e r  s t u d y  o f  i n f l u e n c e  p a t t e r n s  was made by a s k i n g  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  w h a t  o n e  h i g h  s c h o o l  s u b j e c t  m o s t  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e i r  c h o i c e  o f  
a c u r r i c u l u m  when b e g i n n i n g  c o l l e g e  a s  a f r e s h m a n  T a b l e  XXVII sum­
m a r i z e s  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  r e s p o n s e s  i n  o r d e r  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  and w i t h  a com­
p a r i s o n  o f  farm  and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  36 p e r  c e n t  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  no h i g h  s c h o o l  s u b j e c t  had i n f l u e n c e d  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n  
o f  a c u r r i c u l u m .  S c i e n c e  was c o n s i d e r e d  by 2 8 . 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
r e s p o n d e n t s  t o  be t h e  m ost  i n f l u e n t i a l  h i g h  s c h o o l  c o u r s e  i n  r e g a r d s  
t o  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a c o l l e g e  c u r r i c u l u m .  F o l l o w i n g  b e h i n d  s c i e n c e  
i n  o r d e r  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  w e r e :  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  m a t h e m a t i c s ,
E n g l i s h ,  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s ,  i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  and o f f i c e  o c c u p a t i o n s .
A h i g h  o f  4 0 . 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm r e s p o n d e n t s  l i s t e d  v o c a ­
t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  a s  t h e  o n e  h i g h  s c h o o l  s u b j e c t  t h a t  had i n f l u e n c e d  
t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s .  The o n l y  u t h e r  s u b j e c t  t o  r e c e i v e  o v e r  2 3 
p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm  r e s p o n d e n t s  was s c i e n c e  w h i c h  was  l i s t e d  by 2 1 . 5  
p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm y o u t h .  I t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  29 1 p e r  c e n t  o f  
t h e  farm  y o u t h  and 4 0 . 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  y o u t h  s t a t e d  t h a t  no  
h i g h  s c h o o l  s u b j e c t  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a c o l l e g e  c u r r i c u l u m .
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TABLE XXVII
HIGH SCHOOL SUBJECT THAT MOST INFLUENCED 
STUDENTS IN CHOICE OF CURRICULA
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
No. P er  Cent No. P e r  Cent No. P e r  Cent
None 50 2 9 .  1 103 4 0 . 9 153 3 6 .  1
S c i e n c e 37 2 1 . 5 85 3 3 . 7 122 2 8 . 8
V o c a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r e 69 4 0 . 1 18 7 . 1 87 2 0 . 5
M a th e m a t i c s 4 2 . 3 18 7 . 1 22 5 . 2
E n g l i s h 4 2 . 3 6 2 . 4 10 2 . 4
S o c i a l  S t u d i e s 1 0 . 6 8 3 . 2 9 2 , 1
I n d u s t r i a l  E d u c a t i o n 0 0 . 0 6 2 . 4 6 1 . 4
O f f i c e  O c c u p a t i o n s 4 2 . 3 2 0 . 8 6 1 . 4
M i s c e l l a n e o u s 1 0 . 6 5 2 . 0 6 1 . 4
No r e s p o n s e 2 1 . 2 1 0 . 4 3 0 . 7
S c i e n c e  was l i s t e d  by 3 3 . 7  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  nonfarm  y o u t h  as  t h e  
o n e  m ost  I n f l u e n t i a l  h i g h  s c h o o l  s u b j e c t  i n  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  a  c o l l e g e  
c u r r i c u l u m .  O ther  s u b j e c t s  i n  rank o r d e r  t h a t  w e r e  l i s t e d  by nonfar m  
y o u t h  w e r e :  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s ,
E n g l i s h , and Indus  t r i a l  e d u c a t  i o n .
A r e v i e w  h a s  b e e n  made o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  p e r s o n s  and t h i n g s  c h a t  
may i n f l u e n c e  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t  i n  h i s  c h o i c e  o f  a  c o l l e g e  c u r r i c ­
ulum. A f t e r  b e g i n n i n g  c o l l e g e ,  w ere  t h e r e  many c h a n g e s  i n  c u r r i c u l a  
r e p o r t e d  by t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s ?  T a b l e  XXVIII r e v e a l s  t h a t  4 6 . 0  p e r  c e n t
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TABLE XXVIII  
NUMBER OF CURRICULA CHANGES IN COLLEGE
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
C h an ge s No. P e r  Cent No. Pe r  C e n t No . P e r  C ent
( N - 1 2 5 ) (N= 173)
None 74 5 9 .  2 63 3 6 . 4 137 4 6 . 0
One 4 3 3 4 . 4 85 4 9 .  1 128 4 2 . 9
Two 6 4 . 8 17 9 . 8 23 7 . 7
T h r e e 1 0 . 8 7 4 . 0 8 2 . 7
Four 1 0 . 8 1 0 .  6 2 0 .  7
F i v e  o r  more 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0
o f  t h e  298  r e s p o n d e n t s p a s t t h e i r  f i r s t s e m e s t e r  o f  c o l l e g e r e p o r t e d
no c h a n g e  i n  c u r r i c u l a  a f t e r  b e g i n n i n g  c o l l e g e .  One c h a n g e  was  
r e p o r t e d  by 4 2 . 9  p e r  c e n t  w h i l e  7 . 7  p e r  c e n t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had 
made two c h a n g e s  i n  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  o f  s t u d y .  O n ly  3 . 4  p e r  c e n t  
r e p o r t e d  more t h a n  two c h a n g e s  o f  t h e i r  m a j o r  w h e r e a s  no  one  c h a n g e d  
more  t h a n  f o u r  t i m e s .
In  c o m p a r i n g  t h e  number o f  c u r r i c u l a  c h a n g e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s t u ­
d e n t s '  b a c k g r o u n d ,  one  f i n d s  t h a t  5 9 . 2  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm s t u d e n t s  
and 3 6 . 4  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  no c h a n g e  o f  c o l l e g e  
c u r r i c u l a  s i n c e  t h e y  w e r e  f r e s h m e n .  O n ly  o n e  c h a n g e  o f  c u r r i c u l a  was  
s t a t e d  by 3 4 . 4  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm r e s p o n d e n t s  and 4 9 . 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  
t h e  n o n f a r m  r e s p o n d e n t s .
The n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  was  t e s t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  number o f  c u r r i c u l a  c h a n g e s  o f  farm  and nonfarm
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s t u d e n t s . The h y p o t h e s i s  w as  r e j e c t e d  due  t o  a s i g n i f i c a n t  a n a l y s i s  o f  
v a r i a n c e  t e s t  v a l u e .  Nonfarm s t u d e n t s  h a v e  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  r a t e  
o f  c u r r i c u l a  c h a n g e s  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  farm s t u d e n t s .  The a v e r a g e  
number o f  c h a n g e s  i n  c u r r i c u l a  was  0 . 4 8 7  f o r  farm y o u t h  and 0 . 8 1 1  f o r  
n o n f a r m  y o u t h .  Nonfarm s t u d e n t s  a r e  more p r o n e  t o  c h a n g e  c u r t i c u l a  
t h a n  a r e  t h e i r  f a r m - r e a r e d  c l a s s m a t e s .
What was c o n s i d e r e d  by  t h e  161 r e s p o n d e n t s  t o  be t h e  m a jo r  
r e a s o n  f o r  t h e i r  c h a n g e  i n  c u r r i c u l a ?  Of t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  who c h a n g e d  
c u r r i c u l a  a t  l e a s t  o n c e ,  3 6 . 9  p e r  c e n t  s a i d  t h a t  " t h e  f i r s t  c u r r i c u l u m  
was n o t  w h a t  1 had e x p e c t e d . "  O t h e r  c h e c k e d  r e a s o n s  f o r  c h a n g e s  w e r e :  
" s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  was  t o o  d i f f i c u l t , "  1 3 . 8  p e r  c e n t ,  and " c l a s s e s  w e r e  
u n i n t e r e s t i n g , "  1 0 . 6  p e r  c e n t .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  n o t  a 
s i n g l e  s t u d e n t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  w a n t e d  them t o  c h a n g e  
c u r r i c u l a  and o n l y  o n e  s t u d e n t  s a i d  t h a t  he  c h a n g e d  c u r r i c u l a  b e c a u s e  
h i s  f r i e n d ( s )  c h a n g e d  c u r r i c u l a .  T a b l e  XXIX s u m m a r i z e s  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  
g i v e n  by t h e  161 r e s p o n d e n t s  who c h a n g e d  c u r r i c u l a  a f t e r  e n t e r i n g  
c o 1 l e g e ,
Farm and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  g a v e  s i m i l a r  r e a s o n s  f o r  c h a n g e  i n  
c u r r i c u l a  e x c e p t  t h a t  a  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  
f e l t  t h a t  c l a s s e s  w e r e  u n i n t e r e s t i n g  In t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  c u r r i c u l a .  The  
c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  w as  f o r m u l a t e d  t o  t e s t  t h e  n u l l  h y p o ­
t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  farm and  n o n f a r m  
y o u t h  a s  t o  t h e  m a jo r  r e a s o n  f o r  c h a n g e  i n  c u r r i c u l a . The f o l l o w i n g  
two r e a s o n s  w e r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t  due  t o  t h e i r  
n e g l i g i b l e  r e s p o n s e :  ( 1 )  s e v e r a l  o f  my f r i e n d s  c h a n g e d  c u r r i c u l a ,
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TABLE XXIX
MAJOR REASON FCR CHANGE IN CURRICULA
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
No. P e r  C e n t No. P e r  C ent No. P e r  Cent
F i r s t  c u r r i c u l u m  was  n o t  
w h a t  I e x p e c t e d  19 3 7 .  3 40 36.  7 59 3 6 . 9
S u b j e c t  m a t t e r  was  
t o o  d i f f i c u l t 8 1 5 .7 14 1 2 . 8 22 1 3 . 8
C l a s s e s  w e r e  
u n i n t e r e s t i n g 2 3 . 9 15 1 3 . 7 17 1 0 . 6
P r o f e s s o r s  i n  o t h e r  
f i e l d s  a t t r a c t e d  me 5 9 . 8 9 8 . 3 14 8 . 8
D i s a p p o i n t e d  w i t h  
p r o f e s s o r s  i n  
f i r s t  c u r r i c u l u m I 1. 9 2 1 . 8 3 1 . 9
S e v e r a l  o f  my f r i e n d s  
c h a n g e d  c u r r i c u l a 0 0 . 0 1 0 . 9 1 0 . 6
P a r e n t s  w a n t e d  me 
t o  c h a n g e 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0
O th e r 15 2 9 . 4 28 2 5 . 7 43 2 6 . 9
( 2 )  p a r e n t s  w a n t e d  me t o  c h a n g e .  The n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  was a c c e p t e d  
s i n c e  t h e  o b t a i n e d  c h i - s q u a r e  v a l u e  was  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  Farm and  
n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  had s i m i l a r  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e i r  c h a n g e  i n  c u r r i c u l a .
I t  h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  c u r r i c u l a  c h a n g e s  w e r e  made by 
16L r e s p o n d e n t s  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  f i r s t  c u r r i c u l u m  was  n o t  w h at  
was e x p e c t e d  by t h e  farm and no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s .  T a b l e  XXX shows t h e  
p e r  c e n t  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  b a c k g r o u n d )  o f  s t u d e n t s  who w e r e  e n r o l l e d  i n  
t h e  v a r i o u s  c u r r i c u l a  a s  c o l l e g e  f r e s h m e n .  A l s o  g i v e n  i s  t h e  p e r
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TABLE XXX
PER CENT OF STUDENTS IN SEPTEMBER, 1 9 6 8  AND AS FRESHMEN 
ACCORDING TO CURRICULA AND BACKGROUND
Farm Nonfarm
C u r r i c u l a  As F reshm en  S e p t e m b e r As Freshm en S e p t e m b e r
( N - 1 7 2 )
- - P er Cent
(N=252)
G e n e r a l  A g r i c u l t u r e 8 .  1 4 . 7 5 . 2 2 . 8
A g r i c u l t u r a l  B u s i n e s s 1 2 . 8 2 3 . 8 4 . 8 1 2 . 7
A g r i c u l t u r a l  E c o n o m ic s 0 . 6 1 . 2 0 . 4 1. 2
A g r i c u l t u r a l  E n g i n e e r i n g 4 . 7 4 .  1 0 . 8 1 . 2
Agronomy 7 . 6 9 . 3 2 . 4 3 . 2
A n im al  S c i e n c e 10. 5 11 . 6 4 . 0 8 .  3
D a i r y  S c i e n c e 1 1 . 0 15 .  1 2 . 0 4 . 8
E n to m o lo g y 1. 2 1 . 2 1. 2 2 . 8
Food S c i e n c e 1 . 7 2 . 3 0 . 8 2 . 0
H o r t i c u l t u r e 1 . 7 1. 2 1. 2 2 . 0
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r e 0 . 0 0 .  6 0 . 4 0 . 4
P o u l t r y 0 . 6 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0
R u r a l  S o c i o l o g y 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 8
P r e - V e t e r I n a r y  M e d i c i n e 1 4 . 5 7 . 6 16. 3 16.  7
F o r e s  t r y 4 .  1 5 . 8 2 8 .  2 38 .  1
V o c a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
E d u c a t  i o n 7 . 0 9 . 9 0 . 4 1 2
C u r r i c u l u m  o t h e r  th an  
A g r i c u l t u r e 9 . 9 0 . 0 2 8 .  2 0 . 0
No R e s p o n s e 4 . 1 1 . 7 4 . 0 2 . 0
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c e n t  o f  farm  and  n o n f a r m  r e s p o n d e n t s  who w e r e  enroLLed i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  when t h e  d a t a  w e r e  g a t h e r e d  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1968 .
The v a r i o u s  c u r r i c u l a  i n c r e a s e d  i n  p e r  c e n t  o f  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p ­
t i o n  o f  g e n e r a l  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  p o u l t r y  and p r e - v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e .
T h e s e  t h r e e  d e c l i n e d  i n  numbers  w h e r e a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  r e ­
t a i n e d  t h e  same number o f  s t u d e n t s .
I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  88  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s ,  o r  2 9 . 5  
p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  who w e r e  p a s t  t h e i r  f i r s t  s e m e s t e r  o f  
c o l l e g e ,  had s t a r t e d  a s  a f r e s h m a n  i n  some c u r r i c u l u m  o t h e r  t h a n  a g r i ­
c u l t u r e .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  80 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  88  s t u d e n t s  had a nonfarm  
b a c k g r o u n d .  Of t h e  88  who s t a r t e d  i n  a c u r r i c u l u m  o t h e r  t h a n  a g r i c u l ­
t u r e ,  2 8 . 4  p e r  c e n t  w e n t  i n t o  f o r e s t r y .  T h e s e  c u r r i c u l a  r e c e i v e d  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  88 r e s p o n d e n t s :  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u s i n e s s  ( 1 8 . 2 ) ,
a n i m a l  s c i e n c e  ( 1 4 . 8 ) ,  p r e - v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e  ( 8 . 0 ) ,  agronom y ( 6 . 8 ) ,  
e n t o m o l o g y  ( 4 . 5 ) ,  g e n e r a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  ( 3 . 4 ) ,  d a i r y  s c i e n c e  ( 3 . 4 ) ,  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  ( 2 . 3 ) ,  f o o d  s c i e n c e  and t e c h n o l o g y  ( 2 . 3 ) ,  
h o r t i c u l t u r e  ( 2 . 3 ) ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e c o n o m i c s  ( 1 . 1 ) ,  r u r a l  s o c i o l o g y  
( 1 . 1 ) ,  and v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  ( 1 . 1 ) .  None t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o  i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  o r  p o u l t r y  s c i e n c e .
What r e a s o n s  w e r e  g i v e n  by t h e  88  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t r a n s f e r r i n g  to  
an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a ?  F i g u r e  4 show s  t h e i r  r e a s o n s  f o r  c h a n g e .  
T h i r t y - t h r e e  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  c u r r i c u l u m  was n o t  
w h at  t h e y  had e x p e c t e d .  F o u r t e e n  s t u d e n t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  c l a s s e s  w e r e  
u n i n t e r e s t i n g  w h i l e  o n l y  11 s t u d e n t s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  was  
t o o  d i f f i c u l t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  c u r r i c u l u m .
Per Cent
Major Reason f o r  Change
F i r s t  c u r r i c u l u m  was no t  what I e x p e c t e d
C l a s s e s  were  u n i n t e r e s t i n g
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P a r e n t s  wanted me t o  change
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S e v e r a l  o f  ray f r i e n d s  changed c u r r i c u l a
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Key: ------  Change t o  A g r i c u l t u r e  (N=88)
  Change w i t h i n  A g r i c u l t u r e  (N= 73)
F i g u r e  4 .  Major Reason For Change To and W i t h i n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C u r r i c u l a
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A t o t a l  o f  73  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had c h a n g e d  c u r r i c u l a  
w i t h i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e .  T h i s  c o m p r i s e d  2 4 . 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  
t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  who w e r e  p a s t  t h e i r  f i r s t  s e m e s t e r  o f  c o l l e g e .  T h e i r  
r e a s o n s  f o r  c h a n g e  i n  c u r r i c u l a  a r e  shown i n  F i g u r e  4 .  T w e n t y - s i x  
s t u d e n t s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  c u r r i c u l u m  was  n o t  w h at  t h e y  had e x p e c t e d  
w h i l e  11 s t u d e n t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  was t o o  d i f f i c u l t  i n  
t n e  f i r s t  c u r r i c u l u m .  The m i s c e l l a n e o u s  c a t e g o r y  was  c h e c k e d  by  26  
s t u d e n t s .
I t  was h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l  i n  c u r r i c u l a  
r e l a t e d  t o  f o o d ,  f o r e s t r y ,  h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  and a g r i c u l t u r e  b u s i n e s s  more  
t h a n  t h e i r  f a r m - r e a r e d  c l a s s m a t e s .  The number o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  In t h i s  
s e l e c t e d  g r o u p  o f  c u r r i c u l a  w e r e  com pared  w i t h  t h e  number o f  r e s p o n ­
d e n t s  I n  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  c u r r i c u l a .  The n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  was  f o r m u l a t e d  
t o  t e s t  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  e x i s t  b e t w e e n  
t h e  p e r  c e n t  o f  farm  and  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  who e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
c u r r i c u l a :  f o o d  s c i e n c e ,  f o r e s t r y ,  h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  and a g r i c u l t u r a l
b u s l n e s s . The o b t a i n e d  c h i - s q u a r e  v a l u e  was  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  0 . 0 1  
l e v e l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e .  The n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  was  r e j e c t e d  w h i c h  meant  
t h a t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l a r g e r  p e r  c e n t  o f  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  e n r o l l e d  
i n  f o o d  s c i e n c e ,  f o r e s t r y ,  h o r t i c u l t u r e  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u s i n e s s  
( I n c l u d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e c o n o m i c s )  a s  a g r o u p .  Out o f  t h i s  s e l e c t e d  
group  o f  c u r r i c u l a ,  f o r e s t r y  i s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  w i t h  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
h i g h e r  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  p e r  
c e n t  o f  fa r m  r e s p o n d e n t s .  The p e r  c e n t  o f  farm  s t u d e n t s  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  p e r  c e n t  o f  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u s i n e s s e s  
w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  w e r e  a b o u t  t h e  same.
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An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  f o r  t h e  S e p t e m b e r ,  1968  e n r o l l ­
m en t  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u s i n e s s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  p e r  c e n t  
o f  t h e  farm y o u t h  w i t h  2 3 . 8  p e r  c e n t .  O t h e r  c u r r i c u l a  i n  rank  o r d e r  
o f  t h e  p e r  c e n t  o f  fa r m  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e :  d a i r y  s c i e n c e ,  a n i m a l
s c i e n c e ,  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  a g r o n o m y ,  p r e - v e t e r i n a r y  
m e d i c i n e ,  and f o r e s t r y .  A l l  o t h e r  c u r r i c u l a  r e c e i v e d  l e s s  t h a n  3 p e r  
c e n t  o f  t h e  farm  r e s p o n d e n t s .
F o r e s t r y  r e c e i v e d  3 8 . 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  r e s p o n d e n t s .
O t h e r  c u r r i c u l a  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  p e r  c e n t  o f  no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  
w e r e :  p r e - v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u s i n e s s ,  a n i m a l  s c i e n c e ,
and d a i r y  s c i e n c e .  The r e m a i n i n g  c u r r i c u l a  r e c e i v e d  l e s s  t h a n  3 . 5  p e r  
c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  r e s p o n d e n t s .
The s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a s k e d  i f  t h e y  w o u l d  c h o o s e  t h e  same c u r r i c u l a  
o f  s t u d y  i f  t h e y  w e r e  a g a i n  j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  c o l l e g e .  Of t h e  287 r e s p o n ­
d e n t s  b e y o n d  t h e  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e ,  7 3 . 9  p e r  c e n t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
t h e y  w o u ld  e n r o l l  i n  t h e  same c u r r i c u l a  w h i l e  7 . 3  p e r  c e n t  g a v e  a 
n e g a t i v e  r e s p o n s e .  As many a s  1 8 . 8  p e r  c e n t  w e r e  u n c e r t a i n  i f  t h e y  
w o u l d  c h o o s e  t h e  same c u r r i c u l a .  A h i g h  o f  2 4 . 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
s e n i o r s  w e r e  u n c e r t a i n  i f  t h e y  w o u l d  c h o o s e  t h e  same c u r r i c u l a  a g a i n  
w h i l e  9 . 2  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s e n i o r s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  e n r o l l  
i n  t h e  same c u r r i c u l a  a g a i n .  O n ly  6 6 . 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s e n i o r s  r e ­
p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  e n r o l l  i n  t h e  same c u r r i c u l a  i f  t h e y  w e r e  
s t a r t i n g  c o l l e g e  a g a i n .  T h e r e  w as  no a p p r e c i a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  
fa r m  and  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .
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S t u d e n t  P l a n a
T h er e  w e r e  8 5 . 4  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  4 2 4  s t u d e n t s  who I n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e y  p l a n n e d  t o  g r a d u a t e  from L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  and 9 . 2  p e r  
c e n t  who d i d  n o t  p l a n  t o  g r a d u a t e  from L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  The 
o t h e r  5 . 4  p e r  c e n t  w e r e  u n c e r t a i n  a b o u t  g r a d u a t i o n .  A h i g h  o f  9 5 . 4  
p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s e n i o r s ,  9 1 . 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm y o u t h  and 8 1 . 3  p e r  
c e n t  o f  t h e  nonfarm  y o u t h  r e p o r t e d  p l a n s  t o  g r a d u a t e  from L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  92 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  who b e g a n  a s  f r e s h m e n  i n  some c u r r i c u l a  o t h e r  
t h a n  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  p l a n n e d  t o  g r a d u a t e  from L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .
G r a d u a te  s t u d y  p l a n s  a r e  sum marized f o r  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  In  
T a b l e  XXXI. Over  h a l f  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  p l a n  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  e d u c a ­
t i o n  beyond  t h e  f i r s t  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
s e n i o r s  p l a n n e d  g r a d u a t e  s t u d y  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  w h i l e
1 4 . 7  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s e n i o r s  p l a n n e d  t o  a t t e n d  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  a t  some  
o t h e r  u n i v e r s i t y .
P l a n s  f o r  g r a d u a t e  s t u d y  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  w e r e  
i n d i c a t e d  by 4 7 . 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm y o u t h  and 4 2 . 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  
t h e  nonfarm  y o u t h .  G r a d u a te  s t u d y  a t  some u n i v e r s i t y  o t h e r  than  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  was r e p o r t e d  by 1 0 . 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm  
s t u d e n t s  and 1 6 . 7  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  nonfar m  s t u d e n t s .
I t  w a s  h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  
b e t w e e n  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  f a r m  and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  who p l a n  g r a d u a t e  
s t u d y ■ The o b t a i n e d  c h i - s q u a r e  v a l u e  w a s  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  and t h e
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n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  was  a c c e p t e d  a s  v a l i d .  The p e r  c e n t s  o f  farm and n o n -  
farm  r e s p o n d e n t s  who p l a n  t o  e n t e r  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  a r e  a b o u t  t h e  same.
TABLE XXXI 
PLANS FOR GRADUATE STUDY
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
G r a d u a t e  S t u d v  P l a n s No. P e r  C ent No. P e r  C e n t No. P er  C ent
At L. S.  U. 81 4 7 .  1 108 4 2 . 9 189 4 4 .  6
A n o t h e r  U n i v e r s i t y 18 1 0 . 5 42 1 6 . 7 60 14 .  2
Have no p l a n s 73 4 2 . 4 98 3 8 . 9 171 4 0 . 3
No r e s p o n s e 0 0 . 0 4 1 . 6 4 0 . 9
The s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a s k e d  i f  t h e y  w o u ld  c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e  same  
f i e l d  o f  s t u d y  i f  t h e y  e n t e r e d  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l .  The a f f i r m a t i v e  r e p l y  
was  g i v e n  by 7 6 . 4  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s .  N e g a t i v e  r e s p o n s e s  
w e r e  g i v e n  by  7 . 1  p e r  c e n t  w h i l e  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  1 6 . 5  p e r  c e n t  w e r e  u n ­
c e r t a i n .  Farm ( 7 2 . 7  p e r  c e n t )  and  n o n f a r m  ( 7 9 . 0  p e r  c e n t )  r e s p o n d e n t s  
w e r e  s i m i l a r  i n  t h e i r  d e s i r e s  t o  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  same c u r r i c u l a  I f  t h e y  
s h o u l d  e n t e r  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l .  The same c u r r i c u l a  o f  s t u d y  w o u ld  be  
p u r s u e d  by 7 6 . 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm s e n i o r s  and  6 8 . 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
n o n f a r m  s e n i o r s  i f  t h e y  w e r e  t o  e n t e r  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l .
How s o o n  w o u ld  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  e n t e r  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l ?  Over  
o n e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  s a i d  when t h e y  e n t e r e d  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  
w o u l d  d e p e n d  u p o n  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  o b l i g a t i o n .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  30 p e r  
c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  e n t e r  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l
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t h e  n e x t  r e g u l a r  s e m e s t e r  I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n .  T h e r e  w e r e  
2 6 . 6  p e r  c e n t  who w e r e  u n d e c i d e d  a s  t o  when t h e y  w o u ld  e n t e r  a g r a d u a t e  
s c h o o l .  R e p l i e s  g i v e n  by fa r m  and  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  e n t r y  
I n t o  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  w e r e  s i m i l a r .
What do a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  p l a n  i n  r e g a r d  to  t y p e  o f  e m p l o y ­
ment  a f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n  from  c o l l e g e ?  T a b l e  XXXII r e v e a l s  t h a t  2 1 . 9  
p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  d e s i r e  t o  e n t e r  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  w h i l e  
1 8 . 9  p e r  c e n t  h o p e  t o  be e m p lo y e d  by t h e  f e d e r a l  o r  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t .  
O nly  1 1 . 6  p e r  c e n t  r e p o r t e d  a  d e s i r e  t o  p u r s u e  f a n n i n g  a s  an  o c c u p a ­
t i o n .
Farm s t u d e n t s '  d e s i r e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t y p e  o f  em p loym ent  w e r e  
r an k e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  f a r m i n g ,  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y ,  u n s u r e ,  h a v e  m i l i t a r y
o b l i g a t i o n  and c a n n o t  s p e c i f y ,  g o v e r n m e n t ,  o t h e r  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  a c t i v i t y ,  
u n i v e r s i t y  o r  c o l l e g e ,  and  m i s c e l l a n e o u s .  T y p e s  o f  e m p loym e n t  d e s i r e s  
w e r e  r a n k e d  by no n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  a s  f o l l o w s :  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y ,  g o v e r n ­
m e n t ,  u n s u r e ,  h a v e  m i l i t a r y  o b l i g a t i o n  and c a n n o t  s p e c i f y ,  o t h e r  
s e l f - e m p l o y e d  a c t i v i t y ,  f a r m i n g ,  m i s c e l l a n e o u s ,  and u n i v e r s i t y  or  
c o l l e g e .
The c a r e e r  d e s i r e s  o f  t h e  u p p e r c l a s s  r e s p o n d e n t s  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  
T a b l e  XXXIII .  A c a r e e r  i n  f o r e s t r y  and w i l d l i f e  was l i s t e d  by t h e  
l a r g e s t  number o f  u p p e r c l a s s m e n .  B e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  
c a r e e r ,  t h e  o t h e r  c a r e e r  a r e a s  w e r e  r an k e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  f a r m i n g ,  a g r i ­
b u s i n e s s ,  v e t e r i n a r i a n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  m i l i t a r y ,  and  m i s c e l l a n e o u s .  S i x t y  
u p p e r c l a s s m e n  s a i d  t h e y  w e r e  u n d e c i d e d  u p o n  a c a r e e r  t o  e n t e r  imme­
d i a t e l y  a f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n .  The u n d e c i d e d  c a t e g o r y  r e c e i v e d  more  
r e s p o n d e n t s  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  c a t e g o r y .
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TABLE XXXII
TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT DESIRED AFTER COLLEGE GRADUATION
Farm Nonfarm T o t a l
Type Employment No. P e r  C e n t No P e r  Cent No. P e r  C ent
P r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  or  
i n d i v i d u a l 30 1 7 . 4 63 2 5 . 0 93 2 1 . 9
G overnm ent  ( s t a t e  
o r  f e d e r a l ) 25 1 4 . 5 55 2 1 . 8 80 1 8 . 9
Have m i l i t a r y  
o b l i g a t i o n 26 15.  1 34 1 3 . 5 60 1 4 . 2
Farm in g 35 2 0 .  3 14 5 . 6 49 1 1 . 6
O t h e r  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  
a c t i v i t y 18 1 0 . 5 30 1 1 . 9 4 8 1 1 . 3
U n i v e r s i t y  o r  c o l l e g e 5 2 . 9 7 2 . 8 12 2 . 8
M i s c e l l a n e o u s 4 2 . 3 8 3 . 2 12 2 . 8
U n su re 27 15 .  7 41 16 .  3 70 1 6 . 5
Freshm en  c a r e e r  d e s i r e s ,  a s  shown I n  T a b l e  XXXIV, i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  a r e a s  w e r e :  v e t e r i n a r y  s c i e n c e ,  f o r e s t r y  and  w i l d l i f e ,
u n d e c i d e d ,  f a r m i n g ,  a g r i b u s i n e s s ,  and m i s c e l l a n e o u s .  T h e s e  a r e a s  r e ­
c e i v e d  l i t t l e  r e s p o n s e :  a g r o n o m y ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  g o v e r n m e n t ,  h o r t i c u l t u r e ,
r e s e a r c h ,  f o o d  s c i e n c e ,  and  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s .
D a t a  w e r e  a s s e m b l e d  i n  T a b l e  XXXV i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
o f  w h at  b e g i n n i n g  s a l a r y  was  e x p e c t e d  from  t h e  d e s i r e d  c a r e e r .  
A p p r o x i m a t e l y  40  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  an  a n t i c i p a t e d  
s a l a r y  i n  t h e  $ 6 , 0 0 0  -  $ 7 , 9 9 9  r a n g e .  L e s s  t h a n  $ 6 , 0 0 0  was e x p e c t e d  by
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TABLE XXXIII  
UPPERCLASSMEN-CAREER DESIRES
D e s i r e d  C a r e e r Number T o t a l
A g r i b u s i n e s s
1. A c c o u n t a n t
2 .  B u s i n e s s
3.  E c o n o m i s t
4 .  Management P o s i t i o n
5.  S a le sm a n









1. A g r o n o m is t
2.  P l a n t  B r e e d i n g




E d u c a t i o n
1. A g r i c u l t u r a l  T e a c h e r
2.  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E x t e n s i o n
3.  U n i v e r s i t y  P r o f e s s o r




E n t o m o l o g i s t




a .  C o t t o n  6
b. R i c e  1
c . S u g a r c a n e  2
d . M i s c e l l a n e o u s  2 
L i v e s t o c k  
Manager
( 1 1 )




F o r e s t r y  and W i l d l i f e
1. F o r e s t e r
2. W i l d l i f e  B i o l o g i s t






I .  A g r i c u l t u r e  D e partm ent (3)
Me chan i  c and Ma1n t  e n a n c e
R e s e a r c h
L
4
( C o n t i n u e d )
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TABLE XXXIII ( C o n t in u e d )
D e s i r e d  C a r e e r Number T o t a l
V e t e r i n a r i a n 28
M i s c e l  l a n e o u s 6
1.  A v i a t i o n  ( 1 )
2 .  Food T e c h n o l o g i s t  ( 1 )
3.  L a n d s c a p i n g  ( 1 )
4 .  P e a c e  C orps  ( 1 )
5 .  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  ( 1 )
6 .  R u ra l  S o c i o l o g i s t  ( 1 )
M i l i t a r y  14




Des i r e d  C a r e e r Number T o ta  1
A g r i b u s  i n e s s L0
1, Bus i n e s s ( 1 )
2. Computer Programmers (1 )
3. Loan S p e c i a l i s t ( I )
4 .  P l a n t  Manager CD
5. P r i v a t e  E n t e r p r i s e (3)
6.  S a le sm an (3 )
Agronomy 1
1 . Ag- morais t CD
Educat i o n 2
1. A g r i c u L t u r e  E x t e n s i o n ( 2 )
Farming 25
1, C a t t l e (7)
2. Crop (7)
3. Da i ry (3)
4 ,  Farm ( 3 )
5. Ranch (3)
F o r e s t r y  and W i l d l i f e 30
1. F o r e s t e r ( 14)
2. Game Warden ( 2 )
3. Park S u p e r i n t e n d e n t (2 )
4 W ater fow l  B i o l o g i s t (2 )
5 W i l d l i f e  and F i s h e r i e s (1 0 )
Governmen t 1
1 A g r i c u l t u r e  Department (1 )
H o r t i c u 1 1 u r i  s t 1
R e s e a r c  h 2
V e t e r i n a r i  an 30
M i s c e 11a n e o u s 2
1 Food S c i e n c e  T e c h n o l o g i s t (1 )
2 P hi  i ( R>■ 1 j.f i ■ ’ps CD
Mi 1i  t ar y
Undec id e d 28
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TABLE XXXV
BEGINNING SALARIES ANTICIPATED BY RESPONDENTS
Farm_______ N o n f a r m   T o t a l _____
S a l a r y  R a n g e __________________ No.  P e r  C e n t  No.  P e r  C e n t  No .  P e r  C e n t
L e s s  t h a n  $ 3 , 9 9 9 2 1. 2 7 2 . 8 9 2. 1
$ 4 , 0 0 0  - $ 5 , 9 9 9 16 1 0 . 5 30 1 1 . 9 4 8 1 1 . 3
$ 6 , 0 0 0  -  $ 7 , 9 9 9 70 4 0 .  7 98 3 8 . 9 168 3 9 .  6
$ 8 , 0 0 0  - $ 9 , 9 9 9 42 2 4 . 4 63 2 5 . 0 105 24.  8
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  -  $ 1 1 , 9 9 9 14 8 .  1 23 9 . 1 37 8 .  7
Over $ 1 2 , 0 0 0 12 7 . 0 17 6 . 7 29 6 . 8
No r e s p o n s e 14 8 .  1 14 5 . 6 28 6 . 6
1 3 . 4  p e r  c e n t  w h i l e  1 5 . 5  p e r  c e n t  a n t i c i p a t e  more t h a n  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  
y e a r .  The s a l a r y  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  farm  and  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  
s  i m i l a r .
A s u r p r i s i n g l y  low  o f  4 9 . 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  s t a t e d  
p l a n s  t o  b e g i n  work i n  L o u i s i a n a .  S i x t e e n  p e r  c e n t  i n d i c a t e d  no p l a n s  
t o  work i n  L o u i s i a n a  w h i l e  3 4 . 7  p e r  c e n t  w e r e  u n c e r t a i n  i f  t h e y  w a n t e d  
t o  work i n  L o u i s i a n a .  F o r t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  and
6 2 . 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm s t u d e n t s  s t a t e d  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  w o r k i n g  i n  
L o u i s i a n a .  A f f i r m a t i v e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  L o u i s i a n a  em plo ym ent  w e r e  made 
by 4 1 . 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s e n i o r  c l a s s  w h i l e  3 5 . 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s e n i o r s  
w e r e  u n c e r t a i n  a b o u t  w o r k i n g  i n  L o u i s i a n a .
" I t  y ou  w e r e  s t a r t i n g  y o u r  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  a l l  o v e r ,  w o u l d  y o u  
a t t e n d  t h e  C o L l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ? "
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O n ly  20 s t u d e n t s  ( 4 . 7  p e r  c e n t )  g a v e  a n e g a t i v e  r e p l y  and 341  ( 8 0 . 4  
p e r  c e n t )  r e p o r t e d  w i t h  a f f i r m a t i v e  a n s w e r s .  S i x t y - t h r e e  s t u d e n t s  
( 1 4 . 9  p e r  c e n t )  w e r e  u n d e c i d e d  i f  t h e y  w o u ld  e n r o l l  i n  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ’ s  C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t
7 8 . 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s e n i o r s  s a i d  t h e y  w o u l d  a t t e n d  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  
A g r i c u l t u r e  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i f  t h e y  w e r e  b e g i n n i n g  t h e i r  
c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  a g a i n .
CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND SUGGESTIONS 
Summary
T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and  
c o m p a r i s o n  o f  b a c k g r o u n d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  m a le  s t u d e n t s  who w e r e  
e n r o l l e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  ( e x c e p t  i n d u s t r i a l  t e c h n o l o g y  and  
home e c o n o m i c s )  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  t h e  F a l l  S e m e s t e r  o f  
1 9 6 8 - 6 9 .  The s t u d y  i n c l u d e d  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n f l u e n c e s  
on a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s  and s u b ­
s e q u e n t  c h a n g e s  o f  c u r r i c u l a .  E m p h a s i s  was  p l a c e d  upon t h e i r  farm  
and no n fa r m  b a c k g r o u n d .
The  D e s c r i p t i v e  S u r v e y  M e th o d ,  w i t h  t h e  M a i l  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  T e c h ­
n i q u e ,  was  u s e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  D a t a  w e r e  o b t a i n e d  from  c o m p l e t e d  q u e s ­
t i o n n a i r e s  t h a t  w e r e  r e t u r n e d  by 287 o f  t h e  379  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  
and by 137 f r e s h m e n  i n  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r e  I c l a s s  who i n t e n d e d  t o  e n t e r  
t h e  c o l l e g e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  a s  s o p h o m o r e s .  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  
from S e p t e m b e r  9 ,  1968 t o  November  1 ,  1 9 6 8 .  F o r e s t r y ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
b u s i n e s s ,  and p r e - v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e  w e r e  t h e  t h r e e  most  p o p u l a r  
c u r r i c u l a  w i t h  5 5 . 2  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s .
I n i t i a l  c o l l e g e  s t u d y  b e g a n  on t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
campus a t  B a t o n  Rouge,  L o u i s i a n a  f o r  7 2 . 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s .
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A l m o s t  10 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  had  b e g u n  t h e i r  c o l l e g i a t e  l i f e  i n  
some o t h e r  s t a t e  w h i l e  8 . 7  p e r  c e n t  had b e g u n  a t  some o t h e r  c o l l e g e  i n  
L o u i s i a n a .
S t a t i s t i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s  u t i l i z e d  f o r  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  d a t a  w e r e  
number and p e r  c e n t  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  t h e  c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  
and t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  t e s t .  E q u a l  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  r e s p o n s e  was  
a s s u m e d  i n  e a c h  c a t e g o r y  o f  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  w e r e  t e s t e d  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
w i t h  t h e  c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t .  The n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  w as  a p p l i e d  to e a c h  
t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  and was a c c e p t e d  o r  r e j e c t e d  a t  t h e  C.Q5 a n d / o r
0 . 0 1  l e v e l s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .
B ac k g r o u n d  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  R e s p o n d e n t s
The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w as  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
farm  and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  and t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
i n  t h e  s a m p l e .
I t  was  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  4 0 . 5 7  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  had a 
farm  b a c k g r o u n d  and 5 9 . 4 3  p e r  c e n t  had a n o n f a r m  b a c k g r o u n d .  I t  was  
found t h a t  4 7 . 6  pe r  c e n t  and  4 0 . 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  
had w orked  and l i v e d  on a farm  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  d u r i n g  1 9 6 0 - 6 8 .  
O nly  3 9 . 6  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  ( g u a r d i a n )  
w e r e  l i v i n g  on a farm  b u t  50 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  
own a farm  o r  f a r m l a n d .
Over h a l f  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  g r a d u a t e d  from h i g h  s c h o o l s  l o c a t e d  in 
tow ns  w i t h  an e x c e s s  o f  1 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  w h i l e  one  f i f t h  f i n i s h e d  s c h o o l  
i n  a town o l  l e s s  t h a n  2 , 5 0 0  p e o p l e .  Over  80 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n ­
d e n t s  g r a d u a t e d  from a L o u i s i a n a  h i g h  s c h o o l .  E x a c t l y  50 p e r  c e n t  o f  
t h e  L o u i s i a n a  r e s p o n d e n t s  came from t h e s e  s i x  p a r i s h e s :  E a s t  B a t o n
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R o u g e ,  J e f f e r s o n ,  O r l e a n s ,  R a p i d e s ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  and A v o y e l l e s .  Th ere  
w e r e  19 p a r i s h e s  t h a t  p r o v i d e d  o n l y  one  o r  no r e s p o n d e n t s ,
S t u d e n t s  from 19 s t a t e s  o t h e .  chan L o u i s i a n a  r e p r e s e n t e d  1 3 . 7  
per  c e n t  o f  t h e  s a m p le .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  one f i f t h  o f  t h e  o u t - o f - s t a t e  
s t u d e n t s  w e r e  from M i s s i s s i p p i . F o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  5 . 9  per  
c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s .
Farm and Nonfarm S t u d e n t s  - Background C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
Data  r e v e a l e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a b o u t  farm s t u d e n t s :  o v e r  90 per
c e n t  w e r e  l e s s  than  23 y e a r s  o l d ,  2 0 . 9  p e r  c e n t  w e r e  m a r r i e d ;  o n l y
0 . 6  per  cent, r e p o r t e d  no p a r e n t a l  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  e d u c a ­
t i o n ;  t h e r e  w ere  3 . 4  s i b l i n g s  pe r  s t u d e n t ;  and t h e  f a t h e r s '  mean a nnu a l  
g r o s s  income was $ 9 , 1 0 0 .  The f o l l o w i n g  was found  c o n c e r n i n g  nonfarm  
s t u d e n t s :  8 6 . 5  p e r  c e n t  w e r e  l e s s  t h a n  23 y e a r s  o l d ;  1 8 . 3  p e r  c e n t  were
m a r r i e d ;  2 . 0  p e r  c e n t  i n d i c a t e d  no p a r e n t a l  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  
e d u c a t i o n ;  3 . 2  s i b l i n g s  p e r  s t u d e n t ;  and t h e  f a t h e r s '  mean a n n u a l  g r o s s  
income was $ 9 , 6 3 0 .  No s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  was found b e t w e e n  t h e  farm 
and nonfarm s t u d e n t s  when c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e i r  a g e ,  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  numbet  
o f  s i b l i n g s ,  l a t h e r s '  i n c o m e ,  and t h e i r  p a r e n t s  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  for  
c o n t i n u e d  e d u c a t i o n .
The o c c u p a t i o n a l  l e v - 1  o f  m o th e r s  e x c e e d e d  f a t h e r s  o n l y  in  the  
c a t e g o r y  o f :  c L e r i c a l ,  s a l e s ,  t e c h n i c a l  w o r k e r s .  The s m a l l  b u s i n e s s
and farm c a t e g o r y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  per  c e n t  o f  f a t h e r s  w i t h  33 
p e r  c e n t  w h e r e a s  6 8 . 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  m o t h e r s  w ere  r e p o r t e d  a s  a h o u s e ­
w i f e .
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Nonfarm  s t u d e n t s  g r a d u a t e d  from a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l a r g e r  h i g h  
s c h o o l  t h a n  t h e  farm  y o u t h .  P a r e n t s  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  r e s p o n d e n t s  had  
o b t a i n e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  
p a r e n t s  o f  t h e  farm s t u d e n t s .
A s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  was  f o u n d  b e t w e e n  fa r m  and n o n f a r m  
s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  number o f  y e a r s  t h e y  had s t u d i e d  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  
i n  h i g h  s c h o o l .  Farm s t u d e n t s  had  s t u d i e d  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  f o r  
an a v e r a g e  o f  2 . 1 3  y e a r s  w h e r e a s  t h e  a v e r a g e  f o r  n o n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  was
0 . 3 8  y e a r s .
S c h o o l  E n v ir o n m e n t  and A c t i v i t i e s
Farm y o u t h  r e p o r t e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  a c a d e m i c  a v e r a g e  i n
h i g h  s c h o o l  t h a n  d i d  t h e  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s .  At l e a s t  a "B" g r a d e  a v e r a g e
i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  was  i n d i c a t e d  by 6 1 . 1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm y o u t h  and by
4 7 . 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  y o u t h .
F i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  farm  s t u d e n t s  and 3 8 . 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e
n o n fa r m  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  s c h o o l ' s  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  was  e i t h e r  f a i r  o r  p o o r .  Farm s t u d e n t s  w e r e  
found  t o  be  s l i g h t l y  more a c t i v e  t h a n  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  
and c o l l e g e  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a  a c t i v i t i e s ,  4-H and F . F . A . ,  and s t u d e n t  
e m plo ym ent  w h i l e  in  c o l l e g e .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  two  f i f t h s  o f  t h e  farm  
y o u t h  and o n e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  no n fa r m  y o u t h  had j o b s  w h i l e  i n  c o l l e g e .  
A l m o s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  e m p lo y e d  farm  s t u d e n t s  had  j o b s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  
c u r r i c u l a  o f  s t u d y  w h i l e  4 8 . 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  e m p lo y e d  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  
had j o b s  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .
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More t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  fa r m  and  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
t h e y  r e l i e d  on t h e i r  p a r e n t s  f o r  t h e  m a jo r  s o u r c e  o f  t h e i r  f i n a n c e s  
d u r i n g  t h e i r  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e .  A f t e r  t h e  f r e s h m a n  y e a r ,  o n l y
3 7 . 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  a s  t h e  m a jo r  
s o u r c e  o f  f i n a n c e s  w h i l e  t h e r e  w as  an  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p e r  c e n t  who  
r e l y  p r i m a r i l y  on s t u d e n t  j o b s  and l o a n s .
C h o o s i n g  a C u r r i c u l u m
One t h i r d  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  had n o t  s e l e c t e d  t h e i r  c o l l e g e  
c u r r i c u l a  upon  g r a d u a t i o n  from  h i g h  s c h o o l .  Farm s t u d e n t s  t e n d  t o  
s e l e c t  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  e a r l i e r  t h a n  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  b u t  t h e  c h i -  
s q u a r e  t e s t  r e v e a l e d  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  farm and n o n f a r m  
s t u d e n t s  who w e r e  u n d e c i d e d  on  a c u r r i c u l a  when t h e y  b e g a n  a s  a c o l l e g e  
f r e s h m a n .  A b out  o n e  f o u r t h  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  s e l e c t e d  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  
w h i l e  a h i g h  s c h o o l  s e n i o r .
I n  o r d e r  o f  g r e a t e s t  i m p o r t a n c e ,  o v e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  farm s t u d e n t s  
r a t e d  p a r e n t s ,  a d u l t s  ( o t h e r  t h a n  p a r e n t s  o r  t e a c h e r s ) ,  f r i e n d s ,  and t h e  
v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  t e a c h e r  a s  t h e  p e r s o n s  who i n f l u e n c e d  t h e i r  
c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s .  Over  50  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  y o u t h  r a n k e d  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  a s  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s :  p a r e n t s ,
and a d u l t s  ( o t h e r  t h a n  p a r e n t s  o r  t e a c h e r s ) .
Over  h a l f  o f  t h e  farm  r e s p o n d e n t s  ( i n  o r d e r )  r a t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
f a c t o r s  a s  h a v i n g  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s :  e m p loym ent  e x ­
p e r i e n c e s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c a r e e r s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
on a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a ,  s p e e c h  a b o u t  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d / o r  c a r e e r s ,
4 -H  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  v i s i t  t o  t h e  L . S . U .  cam p us ,  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e
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c o u r s e ,  h i g h  s c h o o l  c o u r s e s  o t h e r  t h a n  v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and h i g h  
s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s .  Over  h a l f  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  r e s p o n d e n t s  ( i n  o r d e r )  
l i s t e d  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  a s  i n f l u e n t i a l  on t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s :  p u b ­
l i c a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c a r e e r s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a ,  and  e m p lo y m e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s .  Nonfarm  y o u t h  w e r e  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h a n  farm  y o u t h  i n  t h e i r  r a t i n g s  o f  
i n f l u e n c e  by t h e  v a r i o u s  p e r s o n s  and t h i n g s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  
e m p l o y e r s .  S c i e n c e  and v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  
t h e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  h i g h  s c h o o l  c o u r s e s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  c u r r i c u l a  
c h o i c e s .
F o r t y - s i x  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  no c h a n g e  i n  
c u r r i c u l a  a f t e r  e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e  w h i l e  4 2 . 9  p e r  c e n t  had  made one  
c u r r i c u l a  c h a n g e .  The m a jo r  r e a s o n  g i v e n  f o r  c h a n g e  w a s :  " t h e  f i r s t
c u r r i c u l u m  w as  n o t  w h at  I had e x p e c t e d . "  Farm and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  
had s i m i l a r  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e i r  c h a n g e  i n  c u r r i c u l a  b u t  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  had c h a n g e d  c u r r i c u l a  i n  
c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  fa r m  y o u t h .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  30 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n ­
d e n t s  who w e r e  p a s t  t h e i r  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  
b e g a n  c o l l e g i a t e  s t u d y  i n  some c u r r i c u l u m  o t h e r  t h a n  a g r i c u l t u r e .
Farm y o u t h  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c u r r i c u l a  ( b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  
t h e  m ost  p o p u l a r ) :  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u s i n e s s ,  d a i r y  s c i e n c e ,  a n i m a l  s c i e n c e ,
v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a g r o n o m y ,  p r e - v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e ,  and f o r e s t r y .  
Rank o r d e r  o f  t h e  p e r  c e n t  o f  n o n f a r m  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  t h e  c u r r i c u l a  w e r e :  
f o r e s t r y ,  p r e - v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u s i n e s s ,  a n i m a l  s c i e n c e ,  
and d a i r y  s c i e n c e .
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S t u d e n t  P l a n s
Over  h a l f  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  ( 5 8 . 8  p e r  c e n t )  i n d i c a t e d  p l a n s  f o r  
g r a d u a t e  s t u d y .  T h e r e  was  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r o ­
p o r t i o n  o f  fa r m  and n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s  who r e p o r t e d  p l a n s  f o r  g r a d u a t e  
s t u d y .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h r e e  f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  
w o u ld  c o n t i n u e  i n  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  same c u r r i c u l a  o f  s t u d y .
A d e s i r e  f o r  a c a r e e r  i n  f o r e s t r y  and w i l d l i f e  was l i s t e d  by  
t h e  m ost  u p p e r c l a s s m e n  f o l l o w e d  by a c a r e e r  i n  f a n n i n g .  The m ost  
p o p u l a r  a r e a s  l i s t e d  by f r e s h m e n  w e r e :  v e t e r i n a r i a n ,  f o r e s t r y  and
w i l d l i f e ,  and f a r m i n g .
About h a l f  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  p l a n n e d  t o  
work  i n  L o u i s i a n a  w h i l e  o n l y  41 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s e n i o r  c l a s s  s t a t e d  
p l a n s  f o r  L o u i s i a n a  e m p lo y m e n t .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
r e s p o n d e n t s  l i s t e d  an  a n t i c i p a t e d  s a l a r y  i n  t h e  $ 6 , 0 0 0  -  $ 7 , 9 9 9  r a n g e .
C o n e l u s i o n s
The f o l l o w i n g  c o n c l u s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  
a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  t h e  F a l l  S e m e s t e r  o f  1 9 6 8 - 6 9  a r e  
b a s e d  on t h e  f i n d i n g s  o i  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .
1.  The c o l l e g e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  d e p e n d e n t  upon s t u d e n t s  w i t h  
a no n fa r m  b a c k g r o u n d  f o r  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  i t s  e n r o l l ­
ment  .
2 .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a n o n f a r m  b a c k g r o u n d  p r i m a r i l y  
e n r o l l  i n  f o r e s t r y  and p r e - v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e .  Farm 
s t u d e n t s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  t e n d  t o  e n r o l l  i n  a l l  o f  t h e
95
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u s i n e s s ,  d a i r y  
s c i e n c e ,  a n i m a l  s c i e n c e ,  and v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a ­
t i o n  a s  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  c u r r i c u l a .
3 .  G r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  i s  a g o a l  o f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h  farm  and 
n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s .
4 .  Farm s t u d e n t s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a r e  more  s t a b l e  i n  t h e  s e l e c ­
t i o n  o f  c u r r i c u l a  t h a n  a r e  n o n f a r m  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s .
5 .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  upon  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  f o r  
f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e  w h i l e  
o t h e r  means o f  s u p p o r t  a r e  f o u n d  f o r  c o l l e g e  s t u d y  a f t e r  
t h e  f r e s h m a n  y e a r .
6 .  Farm y o u t h  s e l e c t  s t u d e n t  j o b s  r e l a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e  w h e r e a s  
a g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  n o n f a r m  y o u t h  c h o o s e  s t u d e n t  
j o b s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .
7 .  P a r e n t s  h a v e  an  a p p r e c i a b l e  i n f l u e n c e  on a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s t u d e n t s 1 o r i g i n a l  c u r r i c u l a  c h o i c e s  b u t  t h e y  h a v e  v e r y  
l i t t l e  or no e f f e c t  on s u b s e q u e n t  c h a n g e s  i n  c u r r i c u l a .
8 .  A l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  p l a n  e m p l o y ­
ment o u t s i d e  o f  L o u i s i a n a .
9 .  Nonfarm y o u t h  a r e  l e s s  a c t i v e  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c l u b s  th an  
a r e  farm  y o u t h
10.  Nonfarm y o u t h  a r e  i n f l u e n c e d  t o  e n r o l l  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c u r r i c u l a  by t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  and  
h v  employm ent  e x p e r i e n c e s .
11 .  A l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  do n o t  p a r t i c ­
i p a t e  i n  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  and l e a d e r s h i p  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  c o l l e g e .
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L e a d e r s h i p  t r a i n i n g  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  a p p e a r s  t o  n e e d  im­
p r o v e m e n t  .
S u g g e s t i o n s
S e v e r a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  r e s u l t e d  from t h e  s t u d y  and a r e  l i s t e d  a s  
f o l l o w s :
1 .  I n f o r m a t i o n a l  p r ogr am s  f o r  p a r e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  
and o c c u p a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  s h o u l d  be  
p r o v i d e d  by t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s .
2 .  S i n c e  t h e r e  i s  an i n c r e a s i n g  demand f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e  
g r a d u a t e s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e s  s h o u l d  g i v e  s p e c i a l  em­
p h a s i s  t o  program s  and  a c t i v i t i e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o m o te  a 
b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  modern  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c a r e e r s  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  among p r o s p e c t i v e  c o l l e g e  
s t u d e n t s ,  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  and t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  S u p p o r t  o f  
t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  s h o u l d  be  o b t a i n e d  from  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r g a n ­
i z a t i o n s ,  p e r s o n s  e m p lo y e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and  p o t e n t i a l  
e m p l o y e r s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e s .  R e c r u i t i n g  
p r o g r a m s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  t h e  l a r g e  u r b a n  h i g h  s c h o o l s .  High  
s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a no n fa r m  b a c k g r o u n d  s h o u l d  be  i n f o r m e d  
o f  a l l  t h e  v a r i o u s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e
i n  w h i c h  t h e r e  i s  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  n o n f a r m  s t u d e n t s .
3 .  An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h o u l d  be  made t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c s  and i n f l u e n c e  p a t t e r n s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t u d e n t s  who 
b e g i n  c o l l e g e  i n  some c u r r i c u l a  o t h e r  t h a n  a g r i c u l t u r e .
A s t u d y  s h o u l d  a l s o  be c o n d u c t e d  o f  farm y o u t h  who e n r o l l  
i n  c u r r i c u l a  o t h e r  th an  a g r i c u l t u r e .
P a r e n t s  s h o u l d  a t t e m p t  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  
a t  l e a s t  one  y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e  s t u d y  b e c a u s e  m ost  s t u d e n t s  
c a n  f i n d  some o t h e r  means o f  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  o n c e  t h e y  have  
a t t e n d e d  c o l l e g e .  A l s o  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e s  s h o u l d  
h e l p  e s t a b l i s h  more f r e s h m a n  s c h o l a r s h i p s  t o  a s s i s t  more  
s t u d e n t s  w i t h  f i n a n c i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  s t u d y .  A g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  f i r m s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s h o u l d  be e n c o u r a g e d  t o  
p r o v i d e  s c h o l a r s h i p s .
The C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
s h o u l d  d e v e l o p  a program t o  a c q u a i n t  i t s  s t u d e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i t s  g r a d u a t i n g  s e n i o r s ,  w i t h  t h e  em plo ym ent  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  in 
L o u i s i a n a  a g r i c u l t u r e .  Only  4 1 . 3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s e n i o r  
r e s p o n d e n t s  p l a n n e d  t o  work in  L o u i s i a n a .
A g r i c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  s h o u l d  be e v a l u a t e d  and a d j u s t e d  t o  
m eet  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o f e s s i o n s  o f  t o d a y  and t h e  
i n c r e a s i n g  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  nonfarm  s t u d e n t s .
I t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  C o l l e g e  
o i  A g r i c u l t u r e  employ  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  man t o  
expand and d e v e l o p  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  o f  i t s  g r a d u a t e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  L o u i s i a n a .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  f i r m s  i n  L o u i s i a n a  n e e d  t o  be  
more aware  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  g r a d u a t e s  from L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t v  j u s t  a s  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  ne e d  t o  be b e t t e r  i n fo r m e d  
o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  L o u i s i a n a .
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8 .  The  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  s h o u l d  be  p u b l i s h e d  and m a i l e d  t o  
L o u i s i a n a  and M i s s i s s i p p i  h i g h  s c h o o l  and e l e m e n t a r y  c o u n ­
s e l o r s ,  p r i n c i p a l s ,  and v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  t e a c h e r s ;  
a l l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s t a f f ,  f r e s h m a n  c o u n s e l o r s  
and at v i s o r s  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  T h i s  s t u d y  
s h o u l d  be  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  c u r r i c u l a  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  and s h o u l d  
be a recommended r e f e r e n c e  f o r  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  
A g r i c u l t u r e  1 c l a s s .
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1 9 6 8 .
8 6 .  W y g l e , Ra l ph  W i l l i a m .  "A S t udy  o f  F a c t o r s  R e l a t e d  t o  C o l l e g e
S u c c e s s  o f  Freshmen E n r o l l e d  i n  Kansas  S t a t e  T e a c h e r s  C o l l e g e . "  
U n p u b l i s h e d  D o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A r k a n s a s ,
1966 .
8 7 .  Z e n t e r ,  John F.  " S e l e c t e d  F a c t o r s  I n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  C a r e e r s  o f
G r a d u a t e s  i n  A g r i c u l t u r e , "  U n p u b l i s h e d  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  L o u i s i ­





LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
and
A g r i c u l t u r a l  and M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  
C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e
S e p t e m b e r ,  1968
I t  w i l l  be  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  i f  y o u  w i l l  c o m p l e t e  t h e  a t t a c h e d  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and r e t u r n  i t  i n  t h e  e n c l o s e d  s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  e n v e l o p e .
The i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  c o u l d  be  o f  g r e a t  v a l u e  i n  c o u n s e l i n g  s t u d e n t s .
S i n c e r e l y ,




I .  S e l f - R e l a t e d
1 .    _______
L a s t  Name F i r s t  M i d d l e  A ge
2 .  ________________________________________________________________________
S e x  C u r r i c u l u m  o r  F i e l d  o f  S p e c i a l i z a t i o n
3 .  C h e c k  y o u r  p r e s e n t a. F r e s h m a n  ( 1 s t  o r  2nd s e m e s t e r )
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n : >. A d v a n c e d  J u n i o r  D i v i s i o n
( T h i r d  s e m e s t e r  o r  m n re )  . . .
c . S o p h o m o r e ..........................................................
d .  J u n i o r  ...............................................................
e .  S e n i o r  ...............................................................
f . O t h e r
( S p e c i f y )
4 .  M a r i t a l  S t a t u s :  a .
b .
c .
5 .  A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  y o u r  a .
g r a d u a t i o n  f r o m  h i g h  
s c h o o l ,  w h e r e  d i d  y o u  b .
l i v e ?  ( C o m p l e t e  a , b ,
o r  c )  c .
6 .  A p p r o x i m a t e  p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  t h e  t o w n  w h e r e  y o u  
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  h i g h  
s c h o o l :
S i n g l e  ...............................................................
M a r r i e d  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e  
M a r r i e d  a f t e r  e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e
L o u i s i a n a
What P a r i s h ? ___________________________
A n o t h e r  S t a t e
What  S t a t e ? ____________________________
A n o t h e r  C o u n t r y
What C o u n t r y ___________________________
0 9 9 9
1 , 0 0 0 -  2 , 4 9 9
2 , 5 0 0 -  9 , 9 9 9
1 0 , 0 0 0 - 2 4 , 9 9 9
2 5 , 0 0 0 - 9 9 , 9 9 9
1 0 0 , 0 0 0 o r  m o re
7 .  H ave y o u  l i v e d  o n  a
f a r m  f o r  t h r e e  o r  m o r e  Y e s
o f  t h e  l a s t  e i g h t  y e a r s  No
( 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 6 8 ) ?
8 .  H ave y o u  w o r k e d  o n  a
f a r m  f o r  t h r e e  o r  m o r e  Y e s
o f  t h e  l a s t  e i g h t  y e a r s  No
( 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 6 8 ) ?
I I .  F a m i l y  R e l a t e d
9 .  F a t h e r ' s  ( o r  g u a r d i a n ' s )  o c c u p a t i o n
M o t h e r ' s  o c c u p a t i o n
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1 0 .  Ar e  y o u r  p a r e n t s  ( o r  g u a r d i a n )  





11 . I f  y o u r  p a r e n t s  ( o r  g u a r d ­ a . F u l l - t i m e  f a r m i n g ,  . .
i a n )  l i v e  on f a r m ,  p l e a s e b . P a r t - t i m e  f a r m i n g .  . .
i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  f a r m i n g c . L i v e  on f arm b u t  do
s t a t u s . n o t  f arm ...........................
12 . Do y o u r  p a r e n t s  ( o r a . Own a farm or  f a r m l a n d ?
g u a r d i a n ) b. Own o r  manage  an  
a g r i b u s i n e s s ?
What i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  
o f  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  o b ­
t a i n e d  by y o u r  p a r e n t s ?  
(Mark o n e  i n  e a c h  co l umn)
F a t h e r  Mother
Gi.ammar s c h o o l  
o r  l e s s  
Some h i g h  
s c h o o l  
Hi gh s c h o o l  
g r a d u a t e  
S orae c o l l e g e ;  
v o c a t i o n a l  
s c h o o l  or  
b u s i n e s s  
s c h o o l  
C o l l e g e  d e g r e e  
( B. A.  , B . S . ) 
P o s t g r a d u a t e  
d egree
F a t h e r ' s  ( o r  g u a r d i a n ' s  a p p r o x i m a t e  g r o s s  a n n u a l  i ncome  
a l l  s o u r c e s :
f .
from
a .  Under $ 3 , 0 0 0
b .  $ 3 , 0 0 0 - $ 4 , 9 9 9
c .  $ 5 , 0 0 0 - $ 6 , 9 9 9
d .  $ 7 , 0 0 0 - $ 8 , 9 9 9
e .  $ 9 , 0 0 0 - $ 1 0 , 9 9 9
g .
h.
$11  , 0 0 0 - $ 1 2 , 9 9 9  
$ 1 3 , 0 0 0 - $ 1 4 , 9 9 9  
Over $ 13 , 0 0 0  
Does  no t  a p p l y
1 5 .  C i r c l e  t h e  number o f  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  t h a t  you h a v e  l i v i n g  
0 1 2  3 4  5 6  7 8  9 or  more
1 6 .  My p a r e n t s '  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  
c o n c e r n i n g  c o n t i n u i n g  my 
e d u c a t i o n :  (Mark o n e )
a .  Ve r y  e n c o u r a g i n g
b .  E n c o u r a g i n g
c .  No e n c o u r a g e m e n t
d .  Does  no t  a p p l y
n o w .
I l l
I I I ,  S c h o o l  R e l a t e d
1 - 2 5 .  
26  - 5 0 .  
51 - 75 .  
76 - 1 0 0 .  
101 - 1 5 0 .  
151 - 2 0 0 .  
Over  2 0 0 .
P u b l i c  ................................................
Private (Denominational) . 
Private (Non-Denominational)
O t h e r ____________________________
S p e c i f y
19 .  C i r c l e  t h e  number w h i c h  0 1 2  3 4
i n d i c a t e s  t he  number o f  
y e a r s  you s t u d i e d  v o c a t i o n a l  
a g r i c u l t u r e  in h i g h  s c h o o l .
2 0 .  Do you f e e l  t h a t  v o c a t i o n a l  Y e s ............................
a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  No.............................
h a s  h e l p e d  you i n  c o l l e g e ?  Did n o t  t a k e  i t
21 .  C i r c l e  t h e  number w h i c h  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  number o i  y e a r s  you b e ­
l o n g e d  t o :
FFA C h a p t e r  0 1 2 3 4 3 or  more
4-H Club 0 1 2 3 4 5 or  more
2 2 . Wha t was v o u r a v e r a g e  g r a d e A
i n  s ec  o n d a r y or  h i g h  s c h o o l ? B
(Mar k o ne ) C
D
2 3 . The f o 11 ow i n g q u e s t i o n s  d e a l  w i t h v o u r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  i n
High S c h o o 1.
Ye s No
a .  Was e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  one or  more
student organizations.........................
b .  P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a s t a t e  or  r e g i o n a l  s p e e c h  
or  d e b a t e  c o n t e s t .................................................................
c .  Won a v a r s i t y  l e t t e r .  ( S p o r t s )  ...........................
d.  P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  
F o u n d a t i o n  Summer Pr ogr am.  . . . . . . .
1 8 .  From wh at  k i n d  o f
s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  d i d  
you g r a d u a t e ?  (mark one )
17.  S i z e  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  
g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s :
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Y e s  No
e .  Member o f  S t a t e  W i n n i n g  J u d g i n g  T e a m ( s )  ______  ____
f .  R e c e i v e d  S t a t e  F a r m e r  D e g r e e  ................................... ............  .........
g .  O t h e r ________________________
S p e c i f y
2 4 .  T h e  d e g r e e  o f  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a .  E x c e l l e n t
o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  b .  Hood
y o u r  h i g h  s c h o o l  w a s :  c .  F a i r
d .  P o o r
2 5 .  What  o n e  H i g h  S c h o o l  s u b j e c t  rooat i n f l u e n c e d  y o u r  c h o i c e  o f  a  
c u r r i c u l u m  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  y o u r  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  i n  c o l l e g e ?
I V .  E d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  O c c u p a t i o n a l
2 6 .  What  c u r r i c u l u m  d i d  y o u  p l a n  t o  s t u d y  w h e n  y o u  w e r e  a  f i r s t  
s e m e s t e r  f r e s h m a n  i n  c o l l e g e ?
2 7 .  Mark  t h e  o n e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c a t e g o r y  b e l o w  w h i c h  b e s t  i n d i c a t e s
w h e n  y o u  d e c i d e d  w h a t  y o u  w a n t e d  t o  s t u d y  ( m a j o r  i n )  i n  c o l l e g e ?
a .  B e f o r e  6 t h  g r a d e g .  1 1 t h  g r a d e  .............................
b .  6 t h  g r a d e .  . , . h .  1 2 t h  g r a d e  .............................
c .  7 t h  g r a d e .  . . . i .  A f t e r  h i g h  s c h o o l
d .  8 t h  g r a d e .  , . . g r a d u a t i o n ,  b u t
e .  9 t h  g r a d e .  . . . b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g
f .  1 0 t h  g r a d e .  . . . c o l l e g e ...................................
j . U n d e c i d e d  w h e n  I
e n r o l l e d  a s  a
c o l l e g e  f r e s h m a n  . . |
2 8 .  H ave y o u  c h a n g e d  y o u r  c u r r i c u l u m  s i n c e  t h e  Y e s
s t a r t  o f  y o u r  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  i n  c o l l e g e ?  No
/ I f  y e a / , a n s w e r  a  a n d  b ;  / i f  n o / ,  g o  o n  t o  q u e s t i o n  2 9 .
a .  How many t i m e s  h a v e  y o u  c h a n g e d  c u r r i c u l a ?
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b, Check the one most important reason why you changed curricula
2 9 .  How much i n f l u e n c e  d i d  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  o r  t h i n g s  
h a v e  o n  y o u r  c h o i c e  o f  c o l l e g e  c u r r i c u l a ?
PERSONS
1.  P a r e n t s  ......................................................................
2 .  A d u l t s  y o u  a d m i r e  o t h e r  t h a n  p a r e n t s
and t e a c h e r s  ......................................................
3.  F r i e n d s  ......................................................................
4 .  VO-AG t e a c h e r s  ......................................................
5 .  4 - H  A g e nt  o r  Le a d e r  ......................................
6 .  T e a c h e r s  o t h e r  t h a n  VO-AG .....................
7 .  H i g h  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l o r  ................................
8 .  C o l l e g e  f a c u l t y  member ................................
9 .  E m p l o y e r s  .................................................................
10 .  O t h e r ______________________________________ __
S p e c i f y :  R e l a t i v e ,  e t c .
THINGS
1 1 . H i g h  S c h o o l  c o u r s e s  o t h e r t h a n  VO-AG .  .
1 2 . V o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  c o u r s e  .......................
1 3 . Rank i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  c l a s s
1 4 . E m p lo y m e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s  .
1 5 . S p e e c h  a b o u t  a g r i c u l t u r e  ■ 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c a r e e r s
a n d / o r
1 6 . P u b l i c a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h a g r i c u l t u r a l
c u r r i c u l a  ............................. ...............................................................
1 7 . P u b l i c a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r e
c a r e e r s  ...................................
1 8 . V i s i t  t o  L . S . U .  Campus . * i  .  1 . .
1 9 . E x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  FFA .
2 0 . E x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  4 - H  .
2 1 . H i g h  S c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  .
2 2 . O t h e r







Check t h e  one  c a t e g o r y  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e s  w h e r e  y o u  f i r s t  e n r o l l e d  
f o r  c o l l e g e  s t u d y :
a . L . S . U .  Main Campus,  B a t o n  Rouge  . . . .
b. L . S . U .  New O r l e a n s  B r a n c h  ................................
c . L . S . U .  A l e x a n d r i a  Br anc h  ................................
d . L . S . U ,  S h r e v e p o r t  Br a n c h  ................................
e . L . S . U .  E u n i c e  B r a n c h  ...........................................
f . Some o t h e r  L o u i s i a n a  c o l l e g e  ......................
g- A c o l l e g e  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  ...........................
h.  O t h e r J
What i s  o r  w i l l  be y o u r  m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  f i n a n c i n g  y o u r  c o l l e g e  
e d u c a t i o n ?  (Mark o n e  f o r  e a c h  c o l u m n )
D u r i n g  A f t e r
Fr e s hman Fres hman  
Ye a r  Ye ar
a .  P a r e n t s  ...........................
b.  S c h o l a r s h i p s  . . .
c Wor ki ng  p a r t - t i m e  .
d.  Wor ki ng  f u l l - t i m e  .
e . B o r r o w i n g  .......................




S p e c  i  f y









L . S . U .  FFA C h a p t e r  . . 
O t h e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c l u b  
R e l i g i o u s  C e n t e r  . .
S t u d e n t  Government  . .
V a r s i t y  A t h l e t i c s  , . .
F r a t e r n i t y  . . . . .  
O t h e r _______________ _____
S p e c i f y
33 .  Employment  w h i l e  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .
a.  Were you  empLoyed a s  a f i r s t  s e m e s t e r  f r e s h m a n ?  [ 
/ i f  y e s  / . how many h o u r s  p e r  week?
b.  Are  y o u  e mp l o y e d  t h i s  s e m e s t e r ?
/ i f  y e s / , how many h o u r s  p e r  week?







3 4 .  Check o n l y  o n e  i n  e a c h  co l umn c o n e r n t n g  employment  w h i l e  e n r o l l e d  
i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .
Freshman P r e s e n t  
  J o b  J o b
a .  The j o b  d e a l t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  my maj or
b.  The j o b  i s  n o t  c o n c e r n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
w i t h  my m a j o r  but  i t  i s  i n  
a g r i c u l t u r e  ...............................................................
c .  My j o b  i s  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .  .
35 .  I f  y o u  we r e  s t a r t i n g  y o u r  c o l l e g e  work Yes  . . ,
o v e r  a g a i n , wou l d  you c h o o s e  t h e  same No . . .  .
c u r r i c u l u m  o r  f i e l d  o f  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ?  U n c e r t a i n .
3 6 .  Do you p l a n  t o  g r a d u a t e  from L. S . U. ?  Yes . . ,
No . . .  . 
U n c e r t a i n .
37 .  Do you p l a n  t o  do g r a d u a t e  s t u d y  a t :  
(Mark one )
a . L. S .  U..................................
— ■
b. A n o t h e r  U n i v e r s i t y
c . Have no p l a n s  f o r
g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l
38 .  I f  y o u  s h o u l d  do g r a d u a t e  work,
a .  Would you c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e  same f i e l d  o f  s t u d y ?
Yes  . . . 
No . . .  . 
Unsure  . .
b Would you e n t e r  a g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  
(Mark o n e )
1 . The n e x t  r e g u l a r  s e m e s t e r  i m m e d i a t e l y
a f t e r  g r a d u a t  i o n  . ..........................................
2. One y e a r  a f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n  ...............................
3. More t h a n  one  y e a r  a f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n  . .
4 . Depends  on my m i l i t a r y  o b l i g a t i o n  . . . ( t
5. U n d e c i d e d ..................................................... . , .
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3 9 .  A f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n  from a . Far mi ng  ..............................................
c o l l e g e ,  whom do y ou  
ho pe  t o  be  e mp l o y e d  by?
b. O t h e r  s e l f - e m p l o y e d
a c t i v i t y  ......................................
(Mark o n e ) c . Gove r nme nt  ( s t a t e  o r
f e d e r a l )  ......................................
d. P r i v a t e  I n d u s t r y  o r
i n d i v i d u a l  ...........................
e . U n i v e r s i t y  o r  c o l l e g e  . .
f . Have m i l i t a r y  o b l i g a t i o n  
and c a n n o t  s p e c i f y  a t  
t h i s  t i m e ......................................
4- U n s u r e  ....................................................
h. O t h e r
p l e a s e  d e s c r i b e
4 0 .  What b e g i n n i n g  s a l a r y a . L e s s  t h a n  $ 3 , 9 9 9  ....................... i. J
do y o u  e x p e c t ? b. $ 4 , 0 0 0  - $ 5 , 9 9 9  . . . .
c . $ 6 , 0 0 0  - $ 7 , 9 9 9  . . . . 1
d. $ 8 , 0 0 0  - $ 9 , 9 9 9  . . . . t
e . $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  -  $ 1 1 , 9 9 9  . . . . I
f . Over  $ 1 2 , 0 0 0  ................................ t
4 1 .  P l e a s e  l i s t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  t i t l e  o f  t h e  c a r e e r  i n  w h i c h  y o u  
t o  b e g i n  work i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n .  For  e x a mp l e :  
f a r m e r ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  t e a c h e r ,  s a l e s m a n ,  e t c . )
p l a n  
c a t t l e
4 2 .  Do y o u  p l a n  t o  b e g i n  wor k i n L o u i s i a n a ?  Yes  . . . .
N o ......................
U n c e r t a i n
4 3 .  I f  y o u  w e r e  s t a r t i n g  y o u r  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  a l l  o v e r ,  w o u l d  you  
a t t e n d  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ?
Yes  . . . .
N o .....................
U n d e c i d e d
Why d i d  y ou  c h e c k  t h e  a b o v e  a n s we r ?
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APPENDIX B
LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 
E n r o l l m e n t  Summary
Ma i o r
F a l l
1 9 6 6 - 6 7
F a l l
1 9 6 7 - 6 8
F a l l
1 9 6 8 - 6 9
A g r i c u l t u r a l  Ec o no mi c s  & A g r i b u s i n e s s 65 69 84
Agronomy 22 19 19
Animal  S c i e n c e 57 61 55
D a i r y  S c i e n c e 14 23 32
Entoroology 8 6 11
A g r i c u l t u r a l  E n g i n e e r i n g 9 9 12
Food S c i e n c e  and T e c h n o l o g y 5 13 11
F o r e s t r y  and W i l d l i f e  Management 102 91 88
G e n e r a l  A g r i c u l t u r e 2 3 4
H o r t i c u l t u r e 13 15 12
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r e 2
P o u l t r y  Sc i e n c e 0 1 0
R u r a 1 Soc i o l o g y 3 8 6
V o c a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E d u c a t i o n 27 28 22
P r e - V e t e r i n a r y  M e d i c i n e 22 26 31
Non-Mat r i c u l a t e d 31 18 13





F a c t o r
X2
V a l u e
D e g r e e s
o f
Freedom S i g n i f i c a n t
A. A l l  4 2 4  r e s p o n d e n t s 1 5 . 0 0 I **
Freshmen 8 . 9 4 1 **
Sophomor e s  and J u n i o r s 4 . 4 0 1 *
S e n i o r s 2 . 6 5 1 NO
B. Age 7 . 0 5 8 NO
M a r i t a l  S t a t u s 2 . 4 1 2 NO
F a t h e r s ' E d u c a t i o n a l  L e v e l 3 6 . 4 8 5 **
M o t h e r s ’ Ed u c a t  i o n a l  L e v e l 12 .  56 5 *
P a r e n t s ' E d u c a t i o n a l  En c o u r a g e m e n t 0 .  63 1 NO
C. P a r e n t a l  A i d  t o  Freshmen  
1.  Farm 2 . 5 6 1 NO
2.  Nonfarm 1 3 . 2 9 1 **
D. U n d e c i d e d  on C u r r i c u l a  a s  a  Freshman 2 . 5 7 1 NO
Major  R e a s o n  f o r  Change  i n  C u r r i c u l a 3 . 6 6 5 NO
Number e n r o l l e d  i n  C u r r i c u l a  R e ­
l a t e d  t o :  f o o d ,  f o r e s t r y ,  
h o r t i c u l t u r e  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  
b u s i n e s s 1 8 . 8 8 1 **
E. P l a n  G r a d u a t e  S t u d y 0 .  25 1 NO
* ■ s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  0 . 0 5  l e v e l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e
**  ■ s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  0 . 0 1  l e v e l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e
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APPENDIX D
CHI-SQUARE VALUES OF PERSONS WHO INFLUENCED CURRICULA
CHOICES OF FARM AND NONFARM STUDENTS
P e r s o n s
x 2
V a l u e S i g n i f i c a n t
P a r e n t s 2 3 . 8 6 * *
A d u l t s  ( O t h e r  t h a n  p a r e n t s  o r  t e a c h e r s ) 1 0 . 0 4 * *
F r i e n d s 1 1 . 3 9
V o c a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r e  T e a c h e r s 8 8 . 8 5 **
4 - H A g e n t  o r  Le a d e r 52 .  12 * *
T e a c h e r s  o t h e r  t h a n  Vo-Ag 2 4 . 0 7 **
High S c h o o l  C o u n s e l o r 1 3 . 2 4 **
C o l l e g e  F a c u l t y  Member 1 7 . 0 1
Emp l o y e r s 3 . 5 1 NO
NOTE: 2 d e g r e e s  o f  f r e e d o m
* * s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  0 . 0 5  l e v e l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e
**  * s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  0 . 0 1  l e v e l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e
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APPENDIX E
CHI-SQUARE VALUES OF THINGS THAT INFLUENCED CURRICULA 
CHOICES OF FARM AND NONFARM STUDENTS
T h i n g s
x 2
V a l u e s S l a n i f l e a n t
Hi gh  S c h o o l  C o u r s e s  o t h e r  t h a n  Vo-Ag 1 7 . 3 5 *■*
V o c a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r e  C o u r s e 8 4 .  8*+ *★
Rank i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  c l a s s 2 4 . 0 2 **
Empl oyment  e x p e r i e n c e s 1 6 . 1 0 * *
S n e e c h  a b o u t  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d / o r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c a r e e r s 3 3 . 0 3 **
P u b l i c a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c u r r i c u l a 8 . 0 6 ★
P u b l i c a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c a r e e r s 12 .  72 **
V i s i t  t o  L . S . U .  campus 2 8 . 2 2
F . F . A .  e x p e r i e n c e s 9 0 . 4 4
4 - H e x p e r i e n c e s 8 4 . 7 9 * *
Hi gh  S c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s 4 5 . 6 2 ★*
NOTE: 2 d e g r e e s  o f  f r e e d o m
*  * s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  0 . 0 5  l e v e l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  
* *  ■ s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  0 . 0 1  l e v e l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e
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APPENDIX F
ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE TESTS 
FARM AND NONFARM
F a c t o r
F
V a l u e
D e g r e e s  o f  
Fr e edom S i g n i f i c a n t
F a t h e r s '  Income 1 . 3 9 1 - 3 7 1 NO
Number o f  S i b l i n g s 1 . 2 1 1 - 4 2 0 NO
S i z e  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t i o n  c l a s s 9 2 . 2 6 1 - 4 2 1 **
Number o f  y e a r s  o f  v o c a t i o n a l  
a g r i c u l t u r e  In h i g h  s c h o o l 1 5 2 . 7 5 1 - 4 2 2 * *
Hi gh  s c h o o l  g r a d e  a v e r a g e 1 3 . 2 0 1 - 4 2 2 **
Number o f  c u r r i c u l a  c h a n g e s 12.  76 1 - 2 9 6 **
*  ■ s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  0 . 0 5  l e v e l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e
* *  ■ s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  0 . 0 1  l e v e l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e
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